




Australian National Census 2021
• Census data shows the
number of citizens in the
precinct

• Mapping data allows a
density analysis of the area
where people actually live

• Density calculations must
exclude railways, toll ways,
main roads, private
businesses, drains, levee
banks indeed any space not
shared with residents.

Do citizens really use this space?

North Macaulay Precinct Street





What Does 2021 Census Show?
• Kensington Precincts are 4 times the density of
a Box Hill “Quarter Acre” Precinct



Crowded Kensington – becomes Jam‐
Packed Kensington?

• Data analysis must state
the assumptions before
we can begin discussion

• What actually is “High
Density”

• What is an
unreasonable density
given the actual or likely
infrastructure?

Multiple density of 
Hardiman Street –
31 times Foch 
Street?



Defined Debate
• Galileo established the

scientific principle of “valid
data”

• Councillors must consider the
impact of their voting
patterns on current residents

• Do we really know the likely
impacts of increasing
population densities by
factors of 5,10 or even 30
times?

( John Widmer – 2022 ) Kensington residents 
have already squeezed 
up!
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 Submission for Future Melbourne Committee - Tuesday, 18 October 
 Agenda item 6.1 Neighbourhood Key Issues and City of Melbourne Projects for 
Kensington  
Para   24. There are also plans to grow the local urban forest and explore opportunities to 
revitalise the Moonee Ponds Creek. City of Melbourne is also looking at how we use the 
Maribyrnong waterfront. And building neighbourhood resilience to prepare the community for 
cli 
mate change and disasters  
and attached Document KENSINGTON Neighbourhood Highlights and Initiatives at page 12 
   Maribyrnong Waterfront: A Way Forward planning work The Maribyrnong Waterfront 
spans approximately 58 hectares and is bordered by the Maribyrnong River to the west and 
Dynon Rail yards and Kensington residential area to the east. This work provides increased 
clarity for land uses in the area and details key opportunities in land use and employment, urban 
structure and built form, water and open space and transport and access.   

The Maribyrnong Waterfront Preliminary Land Contamination Assessment  prepare by 
BlueSphere Consultants volume dated 2 July 2020 refers to the the CoM Urban Strategy 
Branch's work to inform future strategic work in the Dynon precinct following the 
preparation of Planning Scheme Amendment C221, and the introduction of Development Plan 
Overlay DPO 13.  However the section relating to Natural Hazards pp 145-6 makes under the 
heading Fire History makes no reference to the history of toxic chemical fires abutting Dynon 
Road Butlers Fire in 1985 and the Coronial report on the Coode Island Fire in 1991. 

Can Council assure us that attention will be paid to the recent update of Worksafe 2010 
planning guide re Major Hazard Facilities. The VPP includes a State wide policy for a MFH at 
cl 13.07- 25 and the need to be attentive to dangers to not only to new residents who may come 
into  the Dynon precinct, but to those in other parts on Kensington, North and West Melbourne 
who but for a change in wind direction might have suffer grievous health outcomes from what 
the Melbourne Fire Brigade identified as Melbourne's worst ever chemical fire. 

Sheila Byard 
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Project Overview
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support of your 

submission: *  
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Dear City of Melbourne Meeting Group Team 

This is a written response in regards to the Future Melbourne Committee meeting of October 18, 2022, and 
in particular the Agenda Item 6.6 - Post travel report - World Cities Summit 2022. 

I support the recommendation from the management (Key Issues 10.1, 10.2 and 10.3), especially 10.3. 

Thanks to the Lord Mayor of Melbourne, Sally Capp for the insightful observations made on this important 
summit. 

Thanks to Evan Counsel for the dedicated work that happened to ensure that the Lord Mayor delivered great 
speeches, and was an active participant at the Summit. 

In regards to Key Issue 9, there are occasions when circumstances beyond the CoM's control occur, and this 
is one of them. The variance amount of $754.12 , in regards to the larger scheme of things is minimal, and 
within reason, and the Committee, cognisant of the circumstances involved here, should approve the cover 
of this amount. 

On page 3 of 6, Attachment 1, under Relation to Council Policy, in particular Item 7.2 Melbourne's unique 
identity and place, it is worth highlighting that Melbourne is the music capital of Australia. Melbourne has a 
phenomenal music scene, and City of Melbourne have been brilliant in supporting and encouraging 
musicians and music industry participants. 

Melbourne is known as Naarm and is on Boon wurrung country and Wurundjeri Country. We respect elders 
past, present and future. 

Melbourne has one of the greatest Botanical Gardens in the world, and a sensational herbarium on 
Birdwood Terrace, South Yarra. 

Thanks for emphasising the need for affordable housing. 

It's important to reaffirm that Melbourne is an international city, one that is known amongst the cognoscenti 
as a city with a brilliant, thriving and supportive music scene. It is vital that the Lord Mayor, Councillors 
and CoM's management team travel overseas to increase Melbourne's knowledge base, to help ensure a 
brighter and better future for the City of Melbourne. 

Best regards, 
Chris Thrum 




