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Report to the Future Melbourne (Planning) Committee Agenda item 6.3 

  
Draft Melbourne Innovation Districts (MID) City North Urban Realm Action Plan 13 November 2018
  
Presenter: Claire Ferres Miles, Director, Strategy and Place  

Purpose and background 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek endorsement of the draft Melbourne Innovation Districts (MID) City 
North Urban Realm Action Plan (the Draft Plan; refer Attachment 2) for community and stakeholder 
consultation in November and December 2018. 

2. Annual Plan Initiative 8.6 (2017–18) is to ‘Complete the City North innovation district action plan and 
commence implementation’. Following consultation on the Draft Plan, the final Action Plan will be 
presented to Council for endorsement in 2019.  

3. The Draft Plan outlines the steps needed to enhance the urban realm of the City of Melbourne’s 
university area to the north of Melbourne’s central business district – referred to as MID City North.  MID 
City North is the first district of the MID partnership established in 2017 between the City of Melbourne, 
RMIT University and the University of Melbourne. 

4. In addition to including the main campuses of RMIT University and the University of Melbourne, MID City 
North encompasses the Queen Victoria Market, the Victorian State Library, the Parkville West biomedical 
and hospital precinct, and the Melbourne Museum and Royal Exhibition Building.  

Key issues 

5. The Draft Plan has the dual and complementary aims of creating great places for people to live, work and 
study; and creating places that support innovation activities. It comprises five action areas: 

5.1. Enhance the amenity and function of the district’s built environment, streetscapes and open spaces 
to make a great place for people. 

5.2. Use the urban realm as a testbed for City of Melbourne innovation in infrastructure and 
environmental management. 

5.3. Facilitate the use of the urban realm by businesses and researchers for testing, demonstrating and 
engaging new ideas. 

5.4. Influence design and delivery of external infrastructure and urban realm projects; and 

5.5. Improve transport, mobility and connectivity. 

6. The action areas of the Draft Plan were developed following initial stakeholder engagement and 
extensive district site analysis by external consultants and City of Melbourne officers.  

7. Community and stakeholder engagement will been undertaken to test support for the Draft Plan.  The 
Draft Plan will be published on the Participate Melbourne website in late 2018 and early 2019.  

Recommendation from management 

8. That Future Melbourne Committee: 

8.1. Endorses the draft MID City North Urban Realm Action Plan for community and stakeholder 
consultation. 

8.2. Authorises the Director City Strategy and Place to make any further minor editorial changes to the 
Draft Plan if required, prior to publication. 
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Supporting Attachment 
  

Legal  

1. Legal advice will be provided as required in respect to the implementation of the MID City North Urban 
Realm Action Plan. 

Finance  

2. The development of the final MID City North Urban Realm Action Plan can be undertaken in 2018–19 as 
part of Smart City Office’s core business.  

3. The actions outlined in the Plan will be subject to:  

3.1. capital works funding processes; 

3.2. the  Annual Plan and Budget process, with funding being subject to other Council strategies and 
priorities; and 

3.3. co-funding support from external delivery partners. 

Conflict of interest  

4. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Occupational health and safety 

5. The MID initiative is underpinned by five Council-endorsed design principles. The principles ensure all 
MID actions and activities, including those proposed in the Draft Plan, are designed and implemented in a 
way that meets the common values of the three partnering institutions. Two of these principles directly 
support occupational health and safety. 

5.1. Principle 1: ‘A place that supports innovators, creatives and startups, and welcomes all people’. 
One of the aims of this principle is to ensure all members of the community feel genuinely included, 
considered and welcomed.  

5.2. Principle 5: ‘Activities in MID City North will actively address the environmental sustainability of our 
future city and seek to create healthy environments’. One of the aims of this principle is to ensure 
that placemaking in MID City North is undertaken to achieve positive physical and mental wellbeing 
outcomes.  

Stakeholder consultation 

6. Initial stakeholder engagement has been undertaken with high interest groups and government agencies. 
This included senior representatives from MID partner institutions RMIT University and the University of 
Melbourne, as well as select Victorian State Government departments.  

Relation to Council policy  

7. The following Council plans and policies are relevant: 

7.1. Council Plan 2017–21 Goal 8 – A City Planning for Growth specifically; ‘Design, plan and enable a 
world-class innovation district in City North and deliver public realm improvements’. 

7.2. Council Plan 2017–21 Goal 8 – A City Planning for Growth specifically; ‘Champions design in 
buildings, streets and public spaces, as the basis of a healthy, safe and people-friendly 
environment’. 
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   2 

7.3. Council Plan 2017–21 Goal 6 – A Connected City specifically; ‘An expanded pedestrian network, 
including wider footpaths to make the citymore walkable and accessible.’ and ‘Safer on-and-off-
street routes for cyclists to support Melbourne as a cycling city’. 

7.4. Melbourne Planning Scheme’s Municipal Strategic Statement (MSS), specifically clause 21.06-1 
Urban Design: 

 Objective 5: To increase the vitality, amenity, comfort, safety and distinctive City 
experience of the public realm. 

 Objective 6: To improve public realm permeability, legibility and flexibility. 

 Objective 7: To create a safe and comfortable public realm. 

Environmental sustainability 

8. The draft MID City North Urban Realm Action Plan will have positive environmental effects by providing 
additional landscape including trees and undergrowth planting, alongside improving infrastructure of 
sustainable transport modes such as upgraded and expanding footpaths, and dedicated cycle lanes.  
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