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Report to Future Melbourne Committee   
  
Post travel report by Councillor Cathy Oke: 2018 ICLEI World Congress 
and associated events, Montreal, Canada, June 2018  

 
 

  
Presenter: Councillor Cathy Oke 
  
Purpose and background 
 

1. To report to the Future Melbourne Committee on travel undertaken by Councillor Cathy Oke to attend the 
2018 ICLEI World Congress (Congress), Urban Nature Forum and Research Symposium held in Montreal, 
Canada in June 2018.  

2. On 17 April 2018, the Future Melbourne Committee approved Councillor Oke’s travel to participate in 
discussions that further Council’s sustainability objectives and promote Melbourne’s reputation as a global 
leader in initiatives on environmental sustainability and resilience. 

3. A member of the ICLEI Global Executive Committee since 2009, just prior to the 2018 Congress Councillor 
Oke was elected to the Cooperation with Research Institutes Portfolio seat; she previously held the 
Biodiverse Cities Portfolio seat. Councillor Oke was also elected ICLEI First Vice President.  The First Vice 
President is the second highest political representative of the ICLEI global association. With the President 
and two Vice Presidents, Councillor Oke is now a member of the core ICLEI leadership body (the 
Presidium) guiding the network in advancing its global vision. Since 2015 Councillor Oke has also been the 
President (Chair) of the Executive Board of ICLEI e.V. 
 

Key issues  
 

4. The Congress and associated meetings provided an opportunity for international cities to demonstrate 
leadership as sustainable communities through exchange and collaboration on programs and strategies by 
highlighting best practice and innovation from around the world. 

5. Included as Attachment 2 is a detailed summary of the key achievements, outcomes and commitments 
associated with Councillor Oke’s travel. Highlights included the following: 

5.1. Leadership and chairing Congress activities and sessions which brought together representatives from 
approximately 1100 local, regional and national governments, international agencies, researchers and 
private sector organisations. 

5.2. Playing a key role in guiding commitment to new initiatives and partnerships to advance the ICLEI 
Montreal Commitment and Strategic Vision 2018-2024. 

5.3. Opportunity to build support for the Edmonton Declaration to strengthen activity around the global 
research agenda on cities and climate change. The Declaration puts in place a commitment to use 
scientific research and data to inform ambitious climate action plans. 

5.4. Opportunity for establishment of a unique Melbourne-Victoria (Canada) Reconciliation Partnership, to 
showcase Indigenous leadership in respective cities. 

5.5. Recognition of Melbourne’s leadership through our City with Nature and Urban Forest strategies at the 
5Th Annual Urban Nature Forum; and launching of the CitiesWithNature initiative. This global platform, 
which recognises Melbourne as a pioneering city, is aimed at maintaining the momentum to connect, 
share and learn with other cities in mainstreaming nature into cities in ways that benefit both people 
and nature. Councillor Oke and Melbourne have been asked to help guide this new initiative. 

5.6. Advancement, through the Research Symposium, of the importance of actionable case studies and city 
research to support current and future sustainable development.  

5.7. An important opportunity for City of Melbourne to participate in international deliberations guiding 
development of the ‘Summary for City Policy Makers’ for the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) ‘1.5 Special Report’. 
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Attachments: 
1. Supporting Attachment 
2. Overview of key achievements and outcomes 
3. ICLEI Montreal Commitment and Strategic Vision - graphic 
4. Edmonton Declaration 
5. Invitation to participate in ‘Summary for Policy Makers’ meetings 
6. City of Melbourne posters displayed at Congress and related events  
7. Selection of photos from Montreal visit 
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Recommendation 
 

6. That the Future Melbourne Committee: 
 
6.1 Notes the report by Councillor Cathy Oke on travel undertaken to Montreal in June 2018 to participate in 

the ICLEI World Congress and related activities. 
 

6.2 Endorses further consideration of a Melbourne-Victoria (Canada) Reconciliation Partnership through the 
Aboriginal City portfolio. 
 

6.3 Approves City of Melbourne as signatory to the Edmonton Declaration. 
 

6.4 Requests management to prepare a Briefing Paper on the next steps and opportunities for City of 
Melbourne through the CitiesWithNature Program. 
 

6.5 Notes that the City of Melbourne Chair of Resilient Cities at the University of Melbourne will continue to 
pursue the case for actionable case studies and city research agenda on behalf of all interested parties, 
as part of his research program. 
 

6.6 Welcomes the invitation to Councillor Oke and City of Melbourne to participate in deliberations leading 
to the development of the ‘Summary for City Policy Makers’ of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change ‘1.5 Special Report’. 
 

6.7 Approves Councillor Oke’s proposal to potentially undertake travel to participate in deliberations on the 
‘Summary for City Policy Makers’ proposed for the third week of October 2018 at a destination to be 
confirmed and at no cost to Council. 
 

6.8 Notes that Councillor Oke will prepare a post travel report within 60 days of return from travel referred to 
in paragraph 6.7. 
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Supporting Attachment 

  

Finance 

1. The travel undertaken by Councillor Oke was jointly funded by ICLEI and Council. The cost to Council 
was $3977.94 which covered partial airfares costs ($3824.70) and some incidentals ($153.24).  

2. Councillor Oke’s potential participation in ‘Summary for City Policy Makers’ session proposed for the third 
week of October 2018 will be jointly funded by C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group and the Global 
Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy at a destination to be confirmed and at no cost to Council. 

Conflict of interest  

3. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Relation to Council policy 

4. The Acting Manager Governance and Legal has confirmed that the proposed travel accords with the 
requirements of the travel guidelines outlined in the Councillor Expenses and Resources Guidelines. 

5. The objectives of the proposed travel align with the Council Plan goal of A City that cares for its 
environment and a range of international engagement, environmental and sustainability strategies and 
policies. 

Environmental sustainability 

6. Councillor Oke’s participation in the 2018 ICLEI World Congress aligns with Priority 6 within the City 
Strategy, namely to ‘demonstrate local and global leadership in conserving biodiversity and creating and 
sustaining healthy urban ecosystems’.   

7. The carbon emission resulting from air travel identified in this report will be offset with the purchase of 
credits. 
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2018 ICLEI WORLD CONGRESS AND ASSOCIATED EVENTS, MONTREAL, CANADA, JUNE 2018 

Overview of key achievements and outcomes 

1. Leadership on a global stage 
The Congress attracted almost 1100 participants from 177 towns, cities and regions from over 80 countries 
with 63% representing local and regional governments and their networks.  In her role as ICLEI First Vice 
President, Councillor Oke performed leadership roles in an array of Congress activities including: 
 
• Edmonton Declaration signatory on behalf of ICLEI 
• World Council on City Data signatory on behalf of ICLEI 
• Chair, Plenary 3 Achieving the global goals through innovative solutions and collective local action  
• Chair, Sub Plenary 5 Nature-based solutions: Transforming environmental and societal challenges into 

innovation opportunities 
• Facilitating Plenary roundtable discussions  
• Participation in the inaugural meeting for the 2018-2021 term of the ICLEI Global Executive Committee-

Council meeting to decide on the organisation’s guiding strategy.  
 
A copy of the full Congress program can be found here https://worldcongress2018.iclei.org/wp-
content/uploads/WC2018_Program_ENG.pdf. 
 
 

2. ICLEI Montreal Commitment and Strategic Vision 2018-2024 
As part of the ICLEI Presidium, Councillor Oke oversaw Congress deliberations on new initiatives and 
partnerships aimed at advancing implementation of the ICLEI Montreal Commitment and Strategic Vision 
(MCSV). The MCSV focuses on systems thinking which highlights the complex relationship among urban 
systems and emphasises an integrated approach to policy and planning. It lays out five interconnected 
pathways towards low emission, circular, resilient, natured based and equitable and people centred 
development. 
 
The MCSV aims to promote 100 per cent renewable energy; support industrial legacy in cities in 
transitioning to sustainable economies; lead the transition to a green economy through sustainable 
procurement networks; connect climate action to urban development and engage local and regional 
governments in making Nationally Determined Contributions fit for the Paris Agreement; and lead the 
implementation of global biodiversity targets at the city and regional levels.  
 
A high level graphic on the MCSV is included as Attachment 3 and full copy can be found here 
https://worldcongress2018.iclei.org/wp-content/uploads/The%20ICLEI%20Montréal%20Commitment.pdf 
 
 

3. Edmonton Declaration, a commitment to build momentum 
At the Congress, the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy (Covenant) and the Mayor of 
Edmonton asked global mayors to sign the Edmonton Declaration (Declaration).  

 
The Covenant is an international alliance of cities and local governments with a shared long-term vision of 
promoting and supporting voluntary action to combat climate change and move to a low emission, resilient 
society. 9,138 cities, representing 779,118,441 people worldwide and 10.21 per cent of the total global 
population have committed to the Covenant. 
 
The Declaration seeks to: 
 
• Engage all levels of government to recognise the immediate and urgent need for action that will limit 

global warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius 
• Recognise that cities face some of the most significant impacts of rising greenhouse gas emissions and 

bear much of the costs for adaptation and mitigation 
• Reinforce the role and importance of cities in achieving the targets in the Paris Agreement  
• Call on the science community and other levels of government to provide better data and tools for 

science based decision making  
• Ask cities to look beyond their borders at the impact of consumption on greenhouse gas emissions. 

Attachment 2 
Agenda item 7.1 

Future Melbourne Committee 
4 September 2018 
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As the Covenant proceeds with stakeholder engagement at city network and international gatherings, they 
will be using the Declaration as a touchpoint to continue to gather global support to highlight the need for 
research and innovation that is specific to cities. This will be a powerful tool to help cities create policy, form 
partnerships and build financial resources.  As First Vice President, Councillor Oke signed the Declaration 
on behalf of ICLEI at the Congress. 
 
The Mayor of Edmonton has asked, through Councillor Oke, if Melbourne is prepared to be a signatory city 
to the Declaration. Following liaison, Councillor Oke and Council officers are of the view that Melbourne 
should sign the Declaration given its relativity to our science based, net emission position and soon to be 
released Draft climate change strategy refresh. 
 
A copy of the full Declaration is included as Attachment 4. Further information about the Covenant can be 
found here https://www.globalcovenantofmayors.org/  
 

 
 
First Vice President Councillor Oke signs the 
Declaration on behalf of ICLEI  
 

 
 
ICLEI First Vice President Councillor Oke and 
Mayor of Edmonton Don Iveson 

           
4. Indigenous leadership, a proposed Melbourne-Victoria (Canada) Reconciliation Partnership 

An outcome of a Congress meeting between Councillor Oke and the Mayor of Victoria (Canada), Lisa 
Helps, was the identification of an opportunity to create a Melbourne-Victoria (Canada) Reconciliation 
Partnership to showcase Indigenous leadership in respective cities and as part of city operations.  
 
Follow-up discussion has taken place with Council’s Chair Aboriginal City portfolio, Councillor Frances 
Gilley, and management with a view to support being provided towards this unique opportunity to partner 
and share the experiences and learning opportunities of different approaches to reconciliation.  It is 
proposed this be further explored through Aboriginal City portfolio discussions with a view to linking 
emerging Aboriginal voices from both cities; sharing existing City of Melbourne Reconciliation Action Plan 
presentations; learning from each other’s experiences and exploring opportunities through Council’s 
Yirramboi Festival. 
 
 

5. Value of actionable case studies and city research 
The Congress gathered leading research-practitioners and policy makers in a half day Researchers’ 
Symposium (Symposium) to collectively share and exchange knowledge on key aspects and challenges in 
current and future sustainable urban development. Holder of the ICLEI Cooperation with Research Institutes 
Portfolio seat Councillor Oke was instrumental in designing and driving the Symposium. 

In May 2018 Councillor Oke co-ordinated an Actionable City Case Study Workshop co-hosted and prepared 
by City of Melbourne’s Manager Urban Sustainability, City of Melbourne Chair of Resilient Cities at the 
University of Melbourne and Professor Kate Auty of the Urban Climate Change Research Network to 
develop a different approach to city case studies to meet the needs of climate scientists, urban researchers, 
city-practitioners and decision-makers. The workshop also investigated options to build international, 
regional, and or local, multi-disciplinary collaboration between climate scientists, urban researchers and city-
practitioners to address climate change and adaptation in cities. The outcomes from this workshop helped 
develop the agenda for the Congress Research Symposium. 
As a result, Councillor Oke was invited to facilitate with members of the Montreal Future Earth team a 
second Actionable City Case Study workshop at the Congress’s Research Symposium, to further discussion 
on a city research agenda that moves away from a model of case studies on cities, toward a model of case 
studies with and for cities. 
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Councillor Oke met with key stakeholders and collaborators in Melbourne on 10 August to discuss the 
output of the Symposium and the next steps to continue progression of this piece of work. Professor Lars 
Coenen, City of Melbourne Chair of Resilient Cities at the University of Melbourne, has agreed to continue 
this work under his research program on behalf of all interested parties. 
 
 

6. Melbourne, one of the pioneering cities of the CitiesWithNature initiative 
Held prior to the Congress, the 5th Urban Nature Forum (Forum) saw over 200 individuals from 45 countries 
participate in discussion. Elected to the ICLEI Biodiversity Portfolio seat for the 2015-2018 term Councillor 
Oke worked closely with the ICLEI Cities Biodiversity Centre on the unique initiative called CitiesWithNature 
(CWN) in partnership with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) and the International Union for Conservation of 
Nature (IUCN). Launched at the Congress, CWN recognizes and enhances the value of nature in and 
around cities across the world. CWN is an online registry and global platform for cities and other subnational 
governments, their communities and experts to connect share and learn from each other in mainstreaming 
nature into our cities in ways that benefit both people and nature. 
 
In June 2018 in response to a Motion by Councillor Oke as Chair Environment portfolio, Council’s Future 
Melbourne Committee resolved that City of Melbourne participate in CWN which aligns with Priority 6 within 
Council’s Nature in the City Strategy, namely to ‘demonstrate local and global leadership in conserving 
biodiversity and creating and sustaining healthy urban ecosystems.’   
 
In recognition of City of Melbourne as a pioneering city of CWN, officers were invited to showcase City of 
Melbourne’s Nature in the City Strategy at the Forum and Congress. The Congress Sub Plenary 5, chaired 
by Councillor Oke, provided the opportunity to share City of Melbourne’s recent strategic work including an 
Ecological Connectivity Plan for the municipality and a framework for biodiversity monitoring, evaluation and 
reporting, both projects highly transferable and able to be replicated at a global scale.  
 
The City of Melbourne now has the opportunity to build on the work and explore further opportunities 
through the initiative, including being asked to host a workshop to develop a monitoring framework as part 
of this program; and to contribute to the research and knowledge hub on the platform. 
 
Further information on the initiative can be found here http://citieswithnature.org and a joint media release 
can be viewed here https://worldcongress2018.iclei.org/wp-content/uploads/Media-
release_CitiesWithNature-launch_20180620.pdf  
 
More information on Council’s Nature in the City Strategy can found here 
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/parks-open-spaces/urban-nature/Pages/nature-in-the-city-
strategy.aspx  

  
Participants at the 5th Urban Nature Forum                                    Image source: ICLEI                                                                                                                             
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7. A role for Melbourne in development of ‘Summary for City Policy Makers’ – Intergovernmental Panel 
on Climate Change (IPCC) ‘1.5 Special Report’ 
Councillor Oke in her capacity as Chair of Cooperation with Research Institutes Portfolio and First Vice 
President for ICLEI undertook discussion with representatives of the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate 
and Energy, namely Amanda Eichel (Executive Director) and Seth Shultz (Special Advisor on Science and 
Innovation). As part of the discussion, Councillor Oke promoted Melbourne’s climate mitigation efforts for 
consideration as part of the wider IPCC cities reporting process. 
 
As a direct result of these discussions, the City of Melbourne has now been invited to join an exclusive 
group which will focus on the developing the ‘Summary for City Policy Makers’ (SCPM) in respect of the 
IPCC’s Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5°C (Special Report 1.5). 
 
The C40 Cities Climate Leadership Group and the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy have 
extended an invitation to Councillor Oke and Council officers to participate in upcoming sessions focussing 
on development of the SCPM. Melbourne’s representatives will join a team of climate scientists, urban 
experts and city representatives to develop a tool which will empower city leaders from around the world to 
take urgent and ambitious climate action. 
 
Upcoming engagement opportunities for City of Melbourne include the following: 
  
• Session in New York, 5 to 6 September 2018 

Due to timing, Councillor Oke and a member of the Council’s Urban Sustainability will join this session 
via video conference. Through their participation, they will be able to inform the SCPM draft and offer 
case examples from practical efforts. 
 

• Session at location to be determined, third week of October 2018 
Although the exact timing and location is to be announced, it is proposed the subsequent session be 
held in the third week of October. Councillor Oke proposes to participate in the session, either in person 
or via teleconference and has shared the opportunity with Council officers. In conjunction with authors 
of Special Report 1.5 and city network representatives, participants will use the SCPM to produce a 
short, city focussed document that outlines policy options aligned to the most recent scientific findings. 
This document will be publically released to build momentum towards COP24.  
 
The cost of Councillor Oke’s potential travel will be jointly funded by C40 Cities Climate Leadership 
Group and the Global Covenant of Mayors for Climate and Energy. There will be no cost to Council if 
Councillor Oke decides to attend in person. 
 
A copy of the invitation is included as attachment 5. 
 
 

8. Other connections with Congress attendees 
Councillor Oke received a number of requests for meetings by other Congress attendees including: 
 
• Professor Patricia L. McCarney, President and CEO, World Council on City Data (WCCD). Professor 

McCarney shared with Councillor Oke the developments of the WCCD in globally operationalising ISO 
37120, the first international standard on city indicators. 
 
For more information on the World Council on City Data, see here http://www.dataforcities.org/  
 

• Aziza Akhmouch, Head of the OECD Division on Cities, Urban Policies, and Sustainable Development.  
Launching a new OECD project on ‘The Economics and Governance of Circular Economy in Cities’ at 
the Congress, Aziza wished to learn about the Melbourne experience. The exchange included 
discussion on City of Melbourne’s Draft Waste Resource and Recovery Strategy refresh with the 
OECD indicating interest in providing feedback via Participate Melbourne. 

For more information on the refresh of Waste Resource and Recovery Strategy, see here 
https://participate.melbourne.vic.gov.au/waste-resource-strategy  
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• Bob Mosely, Director, Asia Pacific Cities Program, The Nature Conservancy, interested in discussing 
with Councillor Oke the Urban Forest Strategy which featured as a case study of the power of nature 
in cities. For more information on the Urban Forest Strategy, see here 
https://www.melbourne.vic.gov.au/community/parks-open-spaces/urban-forest/Pages/urban-forest-
strategy.aspx  
 

9. The Congress offered the opportunity to showcase Melbourne’s key projects through the Global Gallery of 
Local Action poster exhibition displayed throughout the venue.  Copies of the posters are included as 
Attachment 6.  
 

10. A small selection of photos from Montreal have been included as Attachment 7. 
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IPCC Summary for City Policy Makers: Invitation to Participate     Agenda item 7.1 
                  Future Melbourne Committee 
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       Attachment 6 

Showcasing Melbourne - Global Gallery of Local Action poster exhibition     Agenda item7.1 
             Future Melbourne Committee 

              4 September 2018 
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PHOTOS FROM MONTREAL        Attachment 7 
Agenda item 7.1 

Future Melbourne Committee 
                   4 September 2018 

 
Global Executive Committee  2018-2020 – on stage at World Congress 2018 

 
 

Numerous parking bays turned over to cafes and 
bars for additional seating areas across the city. 

ICLEI’s Presidium, Mayor Ashok Sridharan of Bonn, 
Germany as President (left), Councillor Cathy Oke of 
Melbourne as First Vice President and Mayor Stephanie 
Uy-Tan of Catbalogan, Philippines and Mayor Frank 
Cownie of Des Moines, Iowa, USA (right) as Vice 
Presidents. 
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These Cite Memoire tags are 
found around the Old City, as 
part of a unique walking tour to 
experience Montréal’s history 
through projections and sound. 
Created by Michel Lemieux and 
Victor Pilon / Montréal’s history.   
Montréal en Histoires, it features 
80 projectors creating images on 
old buildings. It is a unique way 
to discover, explore and 
celebrate 
http://www.montrealenhistoires.
com/en/cite-memoire/ 

 
Research Symposium presenters 
and facilitators; representatives 
from Future Earth, ICLEI, Global 
Govenant of Mayors, IPCC and 
City of Edmonton. 
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Bonaventure Expressway 
Project - The City of Montreal 
has created many parks, from re-
purposed roads including this 
large scale linear park – which 
was once an express way; now a 
major boulevard for people and 
nature and art in the centre of 
the city. 
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