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Management report to Council
World Cities Culture Forum
Presenter: Vicky Guglielmo, Acting Manager Arts Melbourne

Agenda item 6.3
Council
25 August 2015

Purpose and background
1.

On Tuesday 7 July 2015 the Future Melbourne Committee requested management to provide a report to
Council by August 2015 which assesses the benefits of joining the World Cities Culture Forum (Forum) and, if
the
assessment is favourable, recommends the approval of up to €15,000 (AUD$22,100) drawn from surplus in
order to join the Forum.

2.

The Forum is a global network of twenty seven cities that recognise the political and economic influence of
major cities and aims to achieve a ‘sustainable urban future through culture.’ See Attachment 2 for the full list of
member cities.

3.

The Mayor of London, Boris Johnson, sent an invitation to the City of Melbourne to join the Forum in February
2015.

4.

Recommendation of the founding members is that membership be capped at thirty five cities. The Forum
project managers confirm that fifteen cities have been invited and currently thirty one cities are expected to
engage in the 2015 program.

Key issues
5.

Currently there are limited opportunities to profile the City of Melbourne’s Creative City Goal ambitions, arts
initiatives and investment at an international level.

6.

There has been international interest in the development and implementation of the City of Melbourne Arts
Strategy 2014-2017, confirmed by recent invitations and cultural exchanges with Singapore and Taiwan.

7.

It is expected that participation in the Forum and associated networks will enable the City of Melbourne to
profile the City of Melbourne’s Arts and Culture portfolio internationally and to increase our knowledge and
expertise in the arts and cultural policy and research arena.

8.

Therefore the objectives of the City of Melbourne participating in the Forum are to:
8.1.

Provide an international platform to profile and position Melbourne as a city of global arts, design and
creative significance.

8.2.

Have a voice in international arts and cultural policy and planning conversations, and influence an
actionable agenda on culture.

8.3.

Engage in global research, contribute benchmarking data and share information regarding effective
practice and policy.

9.

Should the City of Melbourne participate in the Forum in London in November 2015, an evaluation report will be
provided upon completion of the first year of membership to assess the value of the Forum against the stated
objectives.

10.

There is no existing budget from which membership costs could be drawn.

Recommendation from management
11.

That Council:
11.1. Approves an amount of $22,100 to join the World Cities Culture Forum.
11.2. Requests management provide a report evaluating the value of World Cities Culture Forum membership
at the end of the first year.

Attachments:
1.
Supporting Attachment
2.
About World Cities Culture Forum
3.
World Cities Culture Forum – 2015 Programme
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Legal
1.

There are no legal implications arising from the recommendation from management. The City of
Melbourne will confirm membership through invoicing with the organising committee of the Forum.

Finance
2.

The $22,100 membership fee is a one-off joining fee.

3.

The joining membership fee covers inclusion in the Forum’s annual publications and attendance for two
officers at the annual summit held from 18-20 November 2015 in London.

4.

There is no existing budget from which membership costs could be drawn.

5.

Travel costs for an officer to attend the annual Forum would need to be considered within annual
budgets.

6.

Participation in future Forums attracts an annual fee for existing member cities of between €5,000 and
€7,000 per year (AUD$7400-$10,300). The exact annual fee depends on the strength of the euro
currency and on the level at which we access research. The renewed membership fee covers attendance
at the annual summit and inclusion in annual publications.

7.

Council will be required to allocate funds in future years budgets for attendance at annual Forums.

Conflict of interest
8.

No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report.’]

Stakeholder consultation
9.

Consultation was made with City of Sydney Manager Culture and Creativity, Alex Bowen, as the City of
Sydney is a member of the Forum. Discussions have covered the benefits of participating in the Forum.

10.

Consultation was made with the Matthieu Prin, Project Manager World Cities Culture Forum in the UK.

Relation to Council policy
11.

This initiative is informed by the Council Plan Creative City Goal and Arts Strategy 2014-17.

Environmental sustainability
12.

Sustainability has been considered and is core to the development of this proposal. Participation in the
Forum and the information accessed through it will provide opportunities for further learning and
development around planning for being a world cultural city that uses all its resources (environmental,
physical, human and social) sustainably.

13.

Carbon emissions resulting from international travel associated with attending the Forum will be offset
with the purchase of credits.
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WORLD CITIES CULTURE FORUM
Member Cities

The World Cities Culture Forum is a collaborative network of 27 cities that share a belief in the
importance of culture for creating thriving cities. The global network of cities includes:
Amsterdam
Berlin
Bogotá
Buenos Aires
Hong Kong
Istanbul
Johannesburg-Gauteng
London

Los Angeles
Madrid
Montréal
Moscow
Mumbai
New York
Paris
Rio de Janeiro

São Paulo
Seoul
Shanghai
Singapore
Stockholm
Sydney
Tokyo
Toronto

The Forum aims to:
• Highlight the critical contribution of culture to the economic and social success of world cities
• Build an evidence base about the many and wide-ranging ways in which culture impacts on a
world city and its inhabitants
• Foster learning from each other by examining common challenges and dilemmas and comparing
approaches to cultural investment and development
• Define a future cultural research agenda for world cities.
The Forum program includes:
• An annual summit, hosted on a rotating basis by member cities
• A World Cities Culture Report – published every three years as a compendium of data and analysis
• An online platform for sharing and disseminating data, information and effective practice
(www.worldcitiescultureforum.com)
• An ongoing series of collaborative research and policy events and publications.
World Cities Culture Report
The full World Cities Culture Report from 2014 can be downloaded as a PDF from the following link:
http://www.worldcitiescultureforum.com/world-cities-culture-report-2014-high-resolution
The report is at the core of the Forum research program as a compendium of data and effective practice.
It examines the cultural offer of each city and gathers evidence on 60 cultural indicators, assessing both
the supply of and demand for culture, and reports on the thinking of cultural policymakers in those
places. It aims to provide an initial comparable database of information for all city members. Future
editions of the World Cities Culture Report will move forward with new complementary sets of
indicators assessing the economic and social contribution of culture in world cities
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