Melbourne Conversations


Fed Square Turns 10: Uniting the “new” Melbourne   

Fed Square, central to celebrations, protests, entertainment and expressions of cultural diversity, is the civic space that unites our “new” 21st Century Melbourne. To imagine our city without it is now impossible. 

Nestled next to the Yarra on a site famous for meetings for thousands of years, Fed Square invites you to celebrate turning 10 with conversations about their history, contributions and future challenges. Join the party and have your say! 

This event will also mark the book launch Associate Professor Seamus O'Hanlon’s Federation Square Melbourne: the first ten years (MonUP 2012). 

Date:        Friday 26 October 2012
Time:        6pm - 7.30pm (entry from 5.30pm)
Venue:     BMW Edge, Federation Square

Free event. No bookings required.

Panellists: 

Kate Brennan is the CEO of Fed Square since July 2005. She was previously the CEO of the Adelaide Festival Centre Trust for 7 years, leading a program of significant change and growth in that time and has made contributions Melbourne’s arts life in her earlier role at the Melbourne City Council and in a range of arts organisations. Kate has had extensive involvement in a range of capital infrastructure projects and was involved in the original design and activity concepts for Federation Square. Kate is also a member of the Board of the Melbourne Convention and Visitor Bureau, a member of the Executive Board of the Committee for Melbourne, a member of the City’s Retail Advisory Board, a member of the Australia Day Committee (Vic) and a Board member of Interact Australia. 
Seamus O’Hanlon is an Associate Professor in History at Monash University and Director of the International Studies Program where he teaches contemporary, urban and public history. He is the author of Together Apart: boarding houses, hostel and flat life in pre-war Melbourne (2002) and co-editor of Go!: Melbourne in the Sixties (2005). His most recent book is Melbourne Remade: the inner city since the Seventies (2010).

Vanessa Walker is a creative director and strategic planner with Village Well and has a background in architecture, urban policy and arts management. For several years Vanessa was responsible for social and cultural strategy with Places Victoria, Victoria’s Urban Renewal Authority. She has also operated her own consultancy practice, specialising in public art and placemaking for new urban developments. Collaborating with both government and developer clients, Vanessa has facilitated many successful community and cultural projects in Melbourne, including facilities and arts programs for Federation Square and more recently, a new generation of public art and community infrastructure in Docklands. She is a regular guest lecturer, panel member and speaker on the topics of creative placemaking, public art and urban design. She is a member of the Victorian Design Review Panel.

Diane Kerr is a respected Elder of the Wurundjeri Tribe. She has devoted many years to her local community as a mentor and foster carer. She has worked in various fields from education to stolen generation support, but her passion lies in the area of health and wellbeing of the aboriginal communities in which she is a part of. 

Moderator: Assoc. Prof. Andrew J. May has published widely both as a social historian with a particular interest in urban culture and public space, as well as a historian of missionaries and cultural exchange in colonial contexts. His next book Welsh missionaries and British imperialism: The empire of clouds in north-east India is to be published by Manchester University Press (Studies in Imperialism Series). He was director of the Encyclopedia of Melbourne, and guided its development from the mid 1990s to its publication by Cambridge University Press in 2005. His interests in multimedia have seen him develop history in new media formats, including Melbourne Podtours, eGold, and eMelbourne (the Encyclopedia of Melbourne online). He is currently Assistant Dean (Research and Research Training) in the Faculty of Arts.
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Melbourne Conversations is a City of Melbourne initiative.
melbourne.vic.gov.au/melbourneconversations
facebook.com/melbourneconversations
twitter.com/melbconvo
youtube.com/MelbConversations
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