Melbourne Conversations


Being poor in a rich city: voices on poverty and inequality

It's good to be named the world’s most liveable city again, but those experiencing poverty are still doing it tough. Hear the facts, stories and opinions on poverty and inequality from those in the know and contribute to the conversation. 

An Anti-Poverty Week event supported by The Big Issue and Sacred Heart Mission.

Date: 
15 October 2012
Time: 
6.00pm 

Venue:
BMW Edge, Federation Square 

Panellists in speaking order: 
Penny Wilson is the Chief Executive Officer of the Victorian Council of Social Services.  Wilson was formerly Chief Executive Officer of the Responsible Gambling Advocacy Centre and has held the senior roles of Deputy Director and Acting Executive Director of Strategic Communications in the Victorian Government.

Sheree Daly is a founding member of Choir of Hope and Inspiration (formerly Choir of Hard Knocks). Sheree has experienced homelessness, issues around drugs and alcohol, and the anguish of being in abusive relationships. As well as creating emotionally charged music, the choir helps disadvantaged and homeless people find purpose in their sometimes chaotic lives. Sheree was, and is, one of those people and paints a vivid picture of the inclusivity that the choir promotes.
Dr Gerry Naughtin has been a business owner, an Associate Professor, a government consultant and a PhD student at the University of Melbourne. Currently the Co-Chair, Anti Poverty Week and CEO of Mind Australia, the country’s largest mental health non-government organisation, Gerry has an extensive knowledge of the Australia’s mental health field. Gerry has always had an interest in social work and initially did a Bachelor of Arts with Honours in Sociology at Monash University before taking on management roles in the aged-care and disability sectors.
Chris Middendorp is a Writer and the Manager of Sacred Heart Mission. Chris is a community worker who has worked in the area of homelessness in Melbourne for over twenty years. He has worked as an outreach worker, supporting people sleeping rough, has coordinated labour market programs, worked in fundraising and currently manages client support services at Sacred Heart Mission. For the past 12 years, Chris has been a freelance journalist and has written for the Australian, The Monthly and more regularly for The Age. 

Moderator - Natasha Mitchell is ABC Radio National Host  of Life Matters and is currently vice president of the World Federation of Science Journalists, for which she’s served as board member since 2009. Mitchell was the founding presenter and producer of ABC Radio National’s popular program All in the Mind from 2002-2012, her eclectic approach to science, psychology and culture attracting a passionate, global audience.

Presentation Partners
The Big Issue, Sacred Heart Mission and Anti Poverty Week.
Melbourne Conversations is a City of Melbourne initiative.

melbourne.vic.gov.au/melbourneconversations
facebook.com/melbourneconversations
twitter.com/melbconvo
youtube.com/MelbConversations
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