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Report to the Future Melbourne Committee Agenda item 7.2
  
Post travel report by Councillor Cathy Oke, ICLEI World Congress, Seoul, 
South Korea, April 2015 

9 June 2015

  
Presenter: Councillor Cathy Oke  

Purpose and background 

1. To report to the Future Melbourne Committee on the travel undertaken by Councillor Cathy Oke to Seoul, 
South Korea associated with the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI) World 
Congress for the period 8 to 12 April 2015. 

2. On 24 February 2015, Council approved the proposal for Councillor Cathy Oke to travel to Seoul, South 
Korea to participate in the ICLEI World Congress. 

3. The City of Melbourne is the host city for the ICLEI Oceania regional secretariat and Councillor Oke is 
currently Chair of the Regional Executive Committee and ICLEI Oceania representative on the Global 
Executive Committee (GexCom). Councillor Oke was also appointed a member of the Assembly and 
President of the Board of the ICLEI World Secretariat during the Congress.  

Key issues 

4. The ICLEI World Congress 2015 convened Mayors and representatives of 249 local governments with 
over 2500 participants from over 75 countries in 76 plenaries, sessions, and workshops guided by over 
300 speakers.  

5. Councillor Oke was invited by the ICLEI World Secretariat to present and facilitate at a number of 
sessions at the World Congress. She attended a number of meetings of the ICLEI Council and GexCom 
which were scheduled during the World Congress. Councillor Oke also participated in a number of side 
meetings including those with representatives from C40, the UN Secretary General’s office and incoming 
COP21 Presidency. 

6. Included as Attachment 2 is a comprehensive overview of the key commitments, activities and outcomes 
of participation in the World Congress and associated meetings. These include activities which delivered 
the following key outcomes. 

6.1. 11 Memoranda of Understanding were signed by ICLEI during the Congress emphasising city to 
city partnerships and technology transfer with partner organisations such as the Association of 
Vertical Farming; International Union for Conservation of Nature and URBIO – International 
Network Urban Biodiversity and Design. 

6.2. The launch of three major new ICLEI initiatives: CityFood, the 100 per cent Renewable Energy 
ICLEI Community and the Global Sustainable Public Procurement Network. 

6.3. Announcement of the Seoul Action Plan which describes Seoul’s commitment to support the 
Compact of Mayors and mobilise other local leaders around the globe to commit and engage, 
working closely with the global city networks leading the Compact of Mayors initiative. It is 
supported by the Special Envoy Michael R. Bloomberg, UN-Habitat and three global city networks - 
ICLEI, C40 and United Cities for Local Governments. Melbourne is a signatory to the Compact of 
Mayors. 

7. An officer from Council’s Sustainability Branch was also in attendance at the World Congress. 

Recommendation  

8. That the Future Melbourne Committee: 

8.1. Notes the report by Councillor Cathy Oke on the City of Melbourne’s participation in the ICLEI 
World Congress 2015. 
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Attachments: 
1. Supporting Attachment 
2. Outcomes and Benefits of Travel 
3. Seoul Declaration and article from The Korea Herald 
4. Presentation: Urban Nature: Introduction – Biodiversity & Water in Cities 
5. Presentation: Urban Nature – Biodiversity & Water within an Urban Landscape 

2 

8.2. Notes Councillor Cathy Oke’s appointment as a member of the Assembly and as President of the 
Board of the ICLEI World Secretariat. 

8.3. Requests a Briefing Paper from management detailing the participation opportunities and merits of 
the City of Melbourne participating in the ICLEI Local Action on Biodiversity program. 

8.4. Requests that a report be prepared for the Future Melbourne Committee or Council on City of 
Melbourne opportunities to support the global effort of cities towards and during COP21 to be held 
in Paris in December 2015. 
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Supporting Attachment 

  

Finance 

1. The cost associated with participation by Councillor Oke was $1939.39. This includes accommodation 
($1430.50) and incidentals ($508.89). Councillor Oke privately funded the airfares. 

Conflict of Interest 

2. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Relation to Council policy 

3. The Manager Governance Services has confirmed that the travel costs accord with the requirements of 
the travel guidelines outlined in the Councillor Expenses and Resources Guidelines. 

4. Councillor Oke’s participation at the Congress supports Council advancing the delivery of the Eco-City, 
Knowledge, Connected and Prosperous City goals. 

Environmental sustainability 

5. City of Melbourne involvement in the Congress allowed Councillor Oke to participate in discussions that 
further Council’s sustainability objectives and promotes Melbourne’s reputation as a global leader, 
supporting the Future Melbourne goal of an Eco City.   
 

6. The purchase of carbon offsets reduced the carbon emissions impact of the flights. 

 

Attachment 1
Agenda item 7.2 

Future Melbourne Committee 
9 June 2015 
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KEY ACTIVITIES, BENEFITS AND OUTCOMES 

ICLEI World Congress, Seoul, South Korea, April 2015 

Whilst at the ICLEI World Congress, Councillor Oke participated in a number of meetings, presentations 
and facilitated sessions which provided an opportunity to exchange ideas and promote City of Melbourne 
initiatives and programs. These included the following key engagements: 

Wednesday 8 April   

noon – 1:30pm ICLEI Council Meeting 

2pm – 3.15pm Global Executive Committee (GexCom) meeting 

4pm – 7.15pm Opening Ceremony which included the introduction on stage of the newly 
elected ICLEI GexCom 

7:15pm – 9pm Welcome Reception 

 
Thursday 9 April 

9am – noon Opening plenary “Trends, Targets & Solutions for a Sustainable Urban Future” 

Mayors’ Panel on the Seoul Commitment of the ICLEI World congress. All 
members of the ICLEI Council were on stage for the adoption of the Seoul 
Declaration, a major statement by ICLEI Members, partners and associates 
regarding the requirements for climate action and the commitments that local 
governments are making. 

Councillor Oke spoke about increasing the City-Region co-operation on 
sustainability. 

noon – 1pm Press Conference.  

1.30pm – 3pm Women Leaders Transforming Cities.  Councillor Oke co-facilitated this session 
with Asa Karlsson Bjorkmarker, Deputy Mayor City of Vaxjo, Sweden. 

Moderated discussion panel with: 
 Mi-yeong Hong, Mayor, Bupyeong-gu District Government, Republic of 

Korea 
 Stephany Uy Tan, Mayor, City of Catbalogan, Philippines 
 Maimunah Mohd Sharif, Municipal President, Municipal Council of 

Seberang Perai, Malaysia 
 Jinty MacTavish, Councillor, Dunedin City Council, New Zealand 
 Shyh-Fang Liu, Municipal Advisor, Kaohsiung City Government, Chinese 

Taipei 
Participants discussed: 
 The challenges facing women in local political engagement and the ways 

in which global city governance structures and processes can address 
these obstacles. 

 The impacts of equal engagement of women city leaders and women 
community leaders on the overall planning process, with particular regard 
to gender sensitive urban planning. 
 

Attachment 2
Agenda item 7.2 

Future Melbourne Committee 
9 June 2015 
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 How co-operation between ICLEI women leaders could foster improved 
engagement of women in local politics and participation. 

 
Outcomes: 
Councillor Oke successfully lobbied ICLEI: 
 to include a portfolio for women leaders on GexCom and; 
 to review processes and governance to elect more women leaders to their 

leadership roles 
 

3.45pm – 5:15pm Session: Low emission development and vertical integration 

The role of local governments in this process and what effective vertical 
integration between different levels of government could look like. This session 
showcased examples of successful vertical integration, in its various 
dimensions, from coordination to financing and integrated reporting. 

Outcomes: 
 Greater understanding of GexCom portfolio ‘Vertical integration and 

relations with regions and federated states’ 
 

5.30pm Meeting with Mark Watts, Executive Director, C40 Cities Climate Leadership 
Group, Amanda Eichel, advisor to Michael Bloomberg, UN Special Envoy to 
Cities and Climate Change and C40 Board President, Kerry Constabile, 
Secretary-General’s Climate Change Support Team and Veronique Massenet, 
Deputy Director, International Affairs French climate negotiation team to discuss 
cities initiatives around COP21 and a potential partnership with the UN 
Secretary General’s office and the Company of Mayors. 

Outcomes: 
 ICLEI and C40 to collaborate on Paris Local Government Day of Action, 

advocacy work with nations at COP21  
 Councillor Oke to coordinate with City of Melbourne sustainability team 

activities leading up to and during COP21 
 

8pm-10pm ICLEI 25th anniversary & Earth Hour Challenge Award Dinner 
 Met Seoul City youth guardians 

 
Friday 10 April 

11am-noon Seoul on Stage. Seoul Metropolitan Government outlined their sustainability 
policies and projects 

Speakers: 
 Won Soon Park, Mayor, Seoul Metropolitan Government, Republic of 

Korea 
 Hyug-Jae Jang, Deputy Mayor of Climate & Environment Headquarters, 

Seoul Metropolitan Government, Republic of Korea  
 Kyung Ho Kim , Deputy Mayor of City Transportation Headquarters, Seoul 

Metropolitan Government, Republic of Korea  
 Je won Lee, Deputy Mayor of Urban Regeneration Headquarters, Seoul 

Metropolitan Government, Republic of Korea 
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Councillor Oke provided a response to Mayor Park on the Seoul Plan, 
congratulating him and the City for their ambitious vision and emphasised that 
Melbourne looked forward to working with Seoul through ICLEI and C40 to 
learn from their achievements and to provide advice as necessary. 
 

noon-1pm Local Leaders March for Sustainability.  

4pm – 6pm Consultations on COP21 and Lima-Paris-Action Agenda 

This was a dialogue of a selected group of local and regional government 
representatives and their networks with high level UN officials and negotiators.  
 
The discussions focussed on:  
1. Engagement opportunities of local and regional governments within the 
 Lima-Paris-Action-Agenda. 
2. Opportunities of better coordination / convergence between sectorial 
 initiatives and cities and regions process. 
3. Implementation updates on the Cities Action Area initiatives announced at 
 the Climate Summit 2014 and briefing on additional initiatives towards 
 COP21.  
4. Plans for the events related to local and regional governments during 
 COP21 hosted by City of Paris and by the Local Governments and Municipal 
 Authorities Constituency (LGMA). 
5. Consultations on the ADP Process, including strategies with regards to the 
 ADP negotiation text and Technical Examination Process. 
 
Outcomes: 
 Councillor Oke to liaise with the City of Melbourne sustainability team 

regarding activities leading up to and during COP21. 
 Councillor Oke to take part in ICLEI Local Government Advocacy work 

with nations as part of COP21, which she will be attending in her role as a 
member of ICLEI GexCom and President of ICLEI eV Board. 

 
7pm - 9.30pm Joint ICLEI Council and GexCom meeting.  Agenda included approval of ICLEI 

Strategic Plan 2015-2021 and approval of changes to WMCCC terms of 
reference 

Outcomes: 
 Councillor Oke sought inclusion of support for women city leaders in the 

Strategic Plan and actions for 2015-2021  
 Next meeting of the GexCom will be held during COP21 in Paris 4-8 

December 2015 
 

 
Saturday 11 April 

10am – 11.15am Urban Nature: Introduction – Biodiversity & Water in Cities.  Councillor Oke 
spoke on the urban perspective – why water and biodiversity are important for 
cities (presentation at attachment 4) 

Other participants included: 
 Amy Fraenkel, Director, Mainstreaming, Partnerships and Outreach, 

Secretariat of Convention on Biological Diversity (SCBD) - Biodiversity and 
water – a national and global perspective 
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 Giulio Boccaletti, Global Managing Director, Water, The Nature 
Conservancy - The urban water blueprint 

 Honourable Donald Iveson, Mayor, Edmonton, Canada - Building a great 
city – the role of ecosystem services 

 
Outcomes: 
 Global bioblitz initiative.  Discussed partnering with City of Melbourne in 

future bioblitzes. 
 Invitation to explore City of Melbourne’s involvement in the ICLEI Local 

Action on Biodiversity program 
 Invitation for Melbourne to explore inclusion on Singapore’s biodiversity 

index 
 

1pm ICLEI eV Bonn meeting. Councillor Oke appointed during meeting as a member 
and President of the Board of ICLEI eV. 

2pm – 3.30pm Session: Metropolitan areas: How governance models can support sustainable 
city-region-city relations 

Councillor Oke took part in the discussion in her GexCom portfolio role (Vertical 
integration and relations with regions and federated states) 

Coordination between local authorities within the city-region offers more 
efficient, effective, and coordinated solutions to major urban sustainability 
challenges. Early adopters of city-region cooperation models show that the 
potential benefits include greater operational synergies, reduced unnecessary 
competition, and less duplication of administration and services between 
authorities. Local governments with advanced experiences of city-region 
cooperation outlined the opportunities and challenges of implementing this 
approach. 

4pm – 5.30pm Sub-plenary: The Future of Water in Cities: Priorities and Strategies for Local 
Water Security.  Councillor Oke facilitated this session. 

Panellists included: 

 Martin Kysack Moyo, Executive Mayor, City of Bulawayo, Zimbabwe; 
Member of the ICLEI Regional Executive Committee, Africa 

 Buseop Kim, Director, General, Green Environment Bureau, Daegu 
Metropolitan City, Republic of Korea 

 Xavier Leflaive, Principal Administrator, OECD Environment Directorate, 
OECD – Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development  

 Jack Moss, Interim Executive Director, Aquafed – The International 
Federation of Private Water Operators  

 Ger Bergkamp, Executive Director, IWA – International Water Association 
 Rudolph Cleveringa, Deputy Executive Secretary, GWP – Global Water 

Partnership 
 Giulio Boccaletti, Global Managing Director, The Nature Conservancy 
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Outcomes: 
 Key outcomes of the discussion were summarized into a message to 

the participants of the 7th World Water Forum’s Local and Regional 
Authorities Conference Gyeongju City, Republic of Korea, from 13-14 
April 2015. 

6pm - 7.30pm Closing Plenary 

Councillor Oke reported to the audience on the Women Leaders session and 
the changes to be made at the ICLEI GexCom and ICLEI governance level as a 
result. 

7.30pm - 10pm Reception and farewell dinner 

 
Sunday 12 April 

9am – 11am Urban Nature – Biodiversity & Water within an Urban Landscape – 15 minute 
main stage presentation.  Councillor Oke spoke on Contemporary participation-
based approaches to managing the urban landscape.  (See attachment 5 for 
presentation.)  

Participants included: 

 Prof. Yu Xinxiao, Deputy Secretary General, Beijing Forestry Society; 
Partnership for Megacities and Watershed Protection (PMWP) - 
Biodiversity and water in the landscape approach 

 Roland White, Lead Urban Specialist, African Region, The World Bank - 
Green urban development in Africa – an ecosystem services valuation 
study for planning 

 Grant Pearsell, Director, Parks and Biodiversity, Urban Planning and 
Environment, Sustainable Development, Edmonton, Canada - Emerald 
Crescent Parkway – incorporating urban wetlands into a new development 

 Stephen Granger, Major Programmes and Projects, Environmental 
Resource Management, Cape Town, South Africa - Partnerships around 
an urban river corridor 

 Attorney Leticia Clemente, City Budget Officer and Designate Investment 
Officer, Baguio, Philippines - Transboundary water management 

 
Outcomes: 
 Emphasised further the need to explore City of Melbourne’s involvement in 

the ICLEI Local Action on Biodiversity program 
 Follow up existing collaborations already undertaken by the Urban 

Landscapes team with cities working on local urban ecology and 
biodiversity projects 
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ICLEI WORLD CONGRESS:
Why water and biodiversity are important for cities

Cr Cathy Oke
City of Melbourne
cathy.oke@melbourne.vic.gov.au

Attachment 4
Agenda item 7.2

Future Melbourne Committee
9 June 2015
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Rapid population growth Economic uncertainty

Climate change impactTechnology change and disruption
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Vision
a city 

in a forest, 
rather than 
a forest in 

a city
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Cool the city by 4°C
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Summary of the benefits offered by urban trees (adapted from the Woodland Trust UK)

Ecosystem Services & Municipal Benefits
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• 501 tweets on Twitter
• 162 uploads on Instagram
• 744 uploads to Participate Melbourne
• 739 uploads to Bowerbird
• 750 handwritten sightings

BIOBLITZ 
• Over 700 registered participants 
• 53 events in 2 weeks across 5 sites
• Over 3000 data records 
• 90 Volunteers
• 6 Partners & 3 Supporting Naturalist Groups
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SPECIES FOUND ACROSS MELBOURNE
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Cr Cathy Oke
City of Melbourne
cathy.oke@melbourne.vic.gov.au
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ICLEI World Congress:
Contemporary participation-based approaches to 
managing the urban landscape

Cr Cathy Oke
City of Melbourne
cathy.oke@melbourne.vic.gov.au
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Vision
a city 

in a forest, 
rather than 
a forest in 

a city
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Cool the city by 4°C
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‘Dialogue’ with a Golden Elm, Tree ID 1028612

Dear Tree,
If you are that big round 
beautiful low hanging tree I 
think you are my favourite 
tree. Such beauty on such an 
ugly road. Keep up the good 
work. 
Nick
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BIOBLITZ AIMS

2014 BioBlitz  Post‐Analysis 

1. Participation through Citizen Science
2. Increase Community Awareness 
3. Gather data
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Cr Cathy Oke
City of Melbourne
cathy.oke@melbourne.vic.gov.au
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