
Attachments: 

1. Supporting Attachment 
2. Letter from Monash Mayor 

Management report to Council Agenda item 6.3a 

  
Request from the Mayor of Monash for Council to support the Local Government 

Poker Machine System Reform Campaign 

30 September 2014 

  
Presenter: Geoff Lawler, Director City Planning and Infrastructure  

Purpose and background 

1. The Mayor of Monash, Councillor Geoff Lake, has written to the Lord Mayor on behalf of twelve other 
Councils, informing the Melbourne City Council of a local government wide campaign to “protect 

vulnerable communities from inappropriate placement of electronic gaming machines (EGMs or pokies)” 
See Attachment 2. 

2. The letter also advises that these councils wish to assert that all Victorian councils support this campaign. 

3. The purpose of this report is to request that Council agrees to support this campaign. 

4. The campaign is based on reform actions outlined in the Municipal Association of Victoria (MAV) motion 
of 16 May titled “Re-dressing the Burden’ as shown in Attachment 3, but excludes the $1 bet limit. 

5. The motion was an outcome of a series of roundtable discussions held in recent months, convened by 
the City of Monash with 20 other councils. It advocates for systemic reform of EGM regulation in Victoria 
in the lead up to the 2014 state election with a particular emphasis on achieving eight key changes (see 

Attachment 3). 

6. The MAV and participating councils have contributed $60,000 to a communication campaign involving 
lobbying local candidates and parties during October and November. Royce Communications has been 

engaged to assist. 

7. No financial contribution is being sought from the Council. 

8. Victorian councils have the choice to ‘opt-out’ and elect not have their municipality included in the 

communications campaign by 30 September 2014. 

Key issues 

9. In 2013 Victorian councils objected to 27 applications to the Victorian Commission for Liquor Licencing 

and Regulation (VCGLR) by gaming operators to increase or install EGMs in their municipalities.  Only 
two of these objections were successful. 

10.  The Council received five applications for EGM venues or EGM machines over the last seven years. No 

applications were received in 2013 or have been received to date in 2014.  The City of Melbourne 
objected to three of these applications at the VCGLR and two were approved. 

11.  Subsequently the Council of Melbourne appealed these two applications at the Victorian Civil 

Administrative Tribunal which upheld Council’s appeals. Each appeal cost around $100,000, not including 
council officer’s time estimated to total the equivalent of one fulltime employee for three weeks per 
appeal. 

12.  Development and framing of the key elements in the motion may require further input by appropriate staff 
within the Council Of Melbourne. 

Recommendation from management 

13.  That Council supports the Local Government Poker Machine System Reform Campaign. 

 

Page 1 of 8



 
 
 

 

1 

Supporting Attachment  

  

Legal 

1. No direct legal issues arise from the recommendation from management.  

Finance 

1. No financial contribution is being sought from the Council. 

2. Development and framing of the key elements in the motion may require further input by appropriate staff 
within the Council. 

Conflict of interest 

2. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report.  

Stakeholder consultation 

3. No immediate stakeholder consultation has occurred regarding this request from the Mayor of Monash. 

Relation to Council policy  

4. The request is relevant to Council Plan City for People Goal 1 action to develop an electronic gaming 

machine policy for the municipality. 

Environmental sustainability 

5. The proposal seeks to “protect vulnerable communities from inappropriate placement of electronic 

gaming machines. 
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ATTACHMENT 2 Letter from the Mayor of Monash
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ATTACHMENT 2 Continued - Letter from the Mayor of Monash 
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ATTACHMENT 2 Continued - Letter from the Mayor of Monash 
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ATTACHMENT 3: MAV Motion Re-Dressing the Burden: EGM Applications and System Reform
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ATTACHMENT 3 Continued : MAV Motion Re-Dressing the Burden: EGM Applications and System 

Reform 
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ATTACHMENT 3 Continued : MAV Motion Re-Dressing the Burden: EGM Applications and System 

Reform 
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