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P L A N N I N G  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  Agenda Item 5.8
 
 2 October 2007

FUTURE MELBOURNE UPDATE 

Division Sustainability & Regulatory Services 

Presenter David Mayes, Manager Strategic Planning & Sustainability 

Purpose 

1. To provide a progress report on the Future Melbourne project. 

Recommendation from Management 

2. That the Planning Committee notes the progress report on the Future Melbourne project. 

Key Issues 

3. The Future Melbourne project (“Future Melbourne”) is being carried out in five phases: 

Phase One Identifying the issues, revealing the values June to September 2007 

Phase Two Considering the options October 2007 to January 2008 

Phase Three Evaluating the choices January to March 2008 

Phase Four Negotiating the results March to June 2008 

Phase Five Achieving agreement June to September 2008 

 

4. Phase One of Future Melbourne has been a public debate and discussion since June around issues 
and values for the future of Melbourne across the 11 talking points.  An outline of the activity over 
the four months is at attachment 1, but in summary includes: 

4.1. over 1,000 people have attended 13 public forums, seminars and events; 

4.2. the Future Melbourne website has had 11,704 visits to the site and 42,383 visits to individual 
pages.  Visitors to the site come from 89 countries with 10,190 visits from Australia; 

4.3. the Future Melbourne eVillage on line discussion has had 281 postings and has 719 
members, 36 per cent based in City of Melbourne, and 51 per cent from elsewhere in metro 
Melbourne.  3 per cent of members are based overseas.  The 27-36 year old age group is the 
largest being 38 per cent of members; and 

4.4. on 2 September 2007 the Sunday Age commenced a 6 week series on Future Melbourne and 
the Chair of the Reference Group Carol Schwartz, invited readers to submit their “Big Idea” 
for the future of Melbourne.  Big Ideas from Professor Nick Low and Peter Yates have been 
published and well over 100 Big Ideas have been received from readers.
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5. The transition to Phase Two will occur over September/October 2007.  This phase will run through 
until December 2007 and continue the engagement with stakeholders and the public with a more 
concrete focus on the options and talking points for the future of Melbourne. 

6. The Future Melbourne Reference Group have now met on two occasions and provided valuable 
advice, insight and impetus to the project.  In addition to these sessions, all Reference Group 
members have participated variously in Future Melbourne events as forum panellists and 
participants and as initiators and contributors to the Sunday Age Future Melbourne series. 

7. Since March 2007, the overall planning of Future Melbourne and implementation of Phase One 
involved equal partnership between the City of Melbourne and the University of Melbourne. 
Future Melbourne was publicly launched by the Chancellor and Lord Mayor in May 2007 and 
through five public fora in June and July 2007 held at the University of Melbourne.  The project, 
communications and media messages, website, public events, and establishment of the Reference 
Group, were jointly developed through this period. 

8. The current transition from Phase One to Phase Two is an opportune time for the University of 
Melbourne to refocus its contribution to add the greatest value during this next phase and until the 
project’s completion in September 2008.  As Future Melbourne moves into Phase Two and 
beyond, the University of Melbourne will be a partner in the City’s Future Melbourne project with 
a focus on three themes - Medicine/Science City, Cultural City, and Living City.  These themes 
were identified in Phase One as issues of particular relevance and public interest, and the 
University of Melbourne’s expertise in these areas will inform the City of Melbourne in the 
development of its strategic plan by providing independent academic input into these focus areas. 

9. The University of Melbourne’s contribution will be based on independence and integrity as an 
academic institution contributing to Future Melbourne and may extend beyond the timeframe of 
Future Melbourne in order to reflect academic interest in playing scenarios through and testing 
them in a longitudinal fashion. 

10. The City of Melbourne will complete Future Melbourne in the form of a Plan to be presented to 
Melbourne City Council by September 2008. 

Finance 

11. The financial impacts associated with the preparation of Future Melbourne will be incurred over 
three financial years, namely 2006/07, 2007/08 and finally 2008/09.  Costs to date, i.e. 24 
September 2007 (excluding employees’ costs) are $145,568.  Of this total, $115,042 was in fact 
incurred in 2006/07. 

12. An operating budget (excluding employees’ costs) of $429,000 has been provided in the 2007/08 
Council Budget, with a further $350,420 budgeted for staff resources and overheads costs.  As a 
result, the total budgeted costs of Future Melbourne in the 2007/08 financial year is scheduled to 
be $779,420. 

13. The scope of work and the resultant budgetary requirements for the next financial year, 2008/09 are 
yet to be determined.
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Legal 

14. The recommendation and subject matter of the report are within the objectives and functions of the 
Council.  

Sustainability 

15. Future Melbourne is embracing sustainability principles throughout and advances Council’s 
sustainability objectives in line with Council commitments. 
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Agenda Item 5.8 
Planning Committee 

2 October 2007 

 

FINANCE ATTACHMENT 

  

FUTURE MELBOURNE UPDATE 
  

This report is for noting only and there are no direct financial implications arising from the 
recommendation contained in this report. 

 
 
 
 
Phu Nguyen 
Acting Manager Financial Services 
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Agenda Item 5.8 
Planning Committee 

2 October 2007 

 

LEGAL ATTACHMENT 

  

FUTURE MELBOURNE UPDATE 
  

There are no direct legal issues arising from the recommendation from management. 

Section 3C of the Local Government Act 1989 (“the Act”) provides that: 

“The primary objective of a Council is to endeavour to achieve the best outcomes for the local 
community having regard to the long term and cumulative effects of decisions.” 

Section 3C of the Act goes on to state that in seeking to achieve its primary objective, a Council 
must have regard to facilitating objectives, including — 

“(a) to promote the social, economic and environmental viability and sustainability of the 
municipal district;” 

Section 3D of the Act provides that the role of a Council includes – 

“(b) providing leadership by establishing strategic objectives and monitoring their 
achievements;” 

Section 3E(1) of the Act provides that the functions of a Council include: 

“(a)  advocating and promoting proposals which are in the best interests of the local 
community; 

  
(b) planning for and providing services and facilities for the local community; 

 
… 

 
(d) Undertaking strategic and land use planning for the municipality;” 

 
 
 
 
Toby Hayes 
Acting Manager Legal Services 

Page 10 of 10




