ArtPlay  Summer Program Guide

Sunday 27 November to Sunday 26 February 2011

Message from the City of Melbourne

Summer at ArtPlay is packed with a great range of free and affordable arts activities

for children and families. We kick off the season with a fantastic event for the whole family – the ArtPlay Christmas Lights. On the 3 December join us, as over one hundred stars created by children with artist Sue Davis are lit along the path outside ArtPlay for the first time. This is a great example of the City of Melbourne’s environmental policy in action where past Christmas decorations have been recycled to produce these wonderful new artworks. How fantastic that children are contributing to decorating their own city for this festive season. Sunday mornings in January will feature free art and play sessions in the ArtPlay Backyard directly behind the ArtPlay building. Come along and enjoy playing with various materials and props outdoors. In February, ArtPlay will host free workshops as part of the inaugural Melbourne Indigenous Arts Festival. Set on the land of the Kulin nation, at Federation Square and along the banks of the Yarra river, the festival presents the breadth of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander creative talent. ArtPlay will feature IDJA Dance Theatre in collaboration with Boon Wurrung Foundation and Kutcha Edwards. Also on offer are three great exhibitions all featuring work created by children with professional artists in drawing, photography and construction. One exhibition, Visual Treasure Hunt, invites you to discover the area outside ArtPlay through written and visual clues. Have a look and be inspired!

ARTPLAY UPDATE

ArtPlay is refreshing our mailing list. In an effort to ensure all our program booklets reach the correct addresses we are calling for all ArtPlayers to log on and sign up! This means that if you wish to receive the ArtPlay program booklet in the post and the ArtPlay email updates you must go online and join our new mailing list. Just log onto our website and click on the “Join the ArtPlay Mailing List” tab on the left-hand-side of the page or call us and we can sign you up. Thanks to everyone for your positive feedback regarding ArtPlay’s new online booking system – it’s working a treat! If you have booked online, you will have already been given the option to sign up for our program booklet and email updates. 

ArtPlay is developing a Learning Lounge where you will be able to delve into information on the intersection between children, art and play. Be inspired by some great resource books and find out about a range of ArtPlay’s best projects. Also look out for Artist Professional Development opportunities coming soon… 

Love coming to ArtPlay on the weekend and would love to come during the week too? Did you know that ArtPlay offers a schools program? Ask your teacher to join our mailing list or contact us to register their interest for 2012.
This summer don’t miss Amiina, a six piece band coming to us all the way from Iceland. You will have the chance to learn how to play some of their unusual and kooky instruments directly from the musicians. Find your inner clown with Asking For Trouble’s Clown Kapow or jazz up your bike with the dirtgirlworld wheelie workshop. 

FREE WORKSHOPS AND EXHIBITIONS
ARTPLAY BACKYARD in January
This January come and visit us in the ArtPlay Backyard where you will meet with ArtPlay staff and other families to do some ArtPlaying outdoors. Be inspired by various objects and materials to play artistically with us in our Backyard.

Don’t forget a hat and sunscreen.
AGE: Family.
Sundays in January (from 8 January):10.30am to 12.30pm (Weather permitting).
FREE: no bookings necessary but spaces are limited so arrive early. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
ARTPLAY BACKYARD in February
Drop into the ArtPlay Backyard with ceramic artist Ann Ferguson, landscape architect

Jeff Nelson and early childhood specialist Ben Goodes to explore the Backyard with

Clay. Connect with the earth through clay and be part of this cumulative clay artwork

which will be formed over the three days. Come back on Sunday and see what has

grown from many hands.

Part of the Sustainable Living Festival. Don’t forget a hat and sunscreen.
AGE: 3 to 5 years.
Friday 17 February: 10am to 11am and 11.30am to 12.30pm.
AGE: Family.
Saturday 18 February and Sunday 19 February: 10am to 11am and 11.30am to 12.30pm.
FREE no bookings necessary but spaces are limited so arrive early. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

MY CITY
Create you own adventure story through Melbourne at our stop motion animation

workshop. Children will contribute to a story that flies, scrambles and tram-rides

through their cityscape, and then have the chance to act out the scene with the

help of aerial photographs and stop motion animation. Costumes and props will

be provided. To top it all off, everyone will have their 15 seconds of fame when the

animation is posted on YouTube. All participants will be emailed the YouTube link.

AGE 6 to 12 years.

Thursday 26 January to Saturday 28 January: noon to 3pm.
FREE: no bookings necessary. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Birrarung Djilak – River Play

IDJA Dance Theatre and the Boon Wurrung Foundation present a storytelling and

shadow puppetry workshop for children that is fun, interactive and informative. Local

Elders and Storytellers, Aunty Carolyn Briggs and Uncle Larry Walsh will guide the

children along the river offering a taste of local Culture, Stories and Lore particular

to Melbourne. Children will then learn how to make their own shadow puppets with

simple materials and through movement and puppetry, create contemporary

interpretations of traditional Boon Wurrung stories, with local Indigenous

choreographer and Master Puppeteer, Jacob Boehme.

AGE: 5 to 13 years.
Saturday 11 February: 12pm to 2pm. Sunday 12 February: 10am to 12pm.
Free but bookings essential. All children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult. Families welcome.
Big Kutcha, Little Concert
Kutcha Edwards, Mutti Man and renowned singer/songwriter presents a concert

designed to entertain, educate and inspire the younger generation towards

understanding Indigenous Australia.

Kutcha has always had a magnetic appeal to children. They are naturally drawn to his

comic banter with them and like everyone, are mesmerised by his rich, singing voice.

Kutcha’s aim in performing these specialist concerts for youngsters is to help enhance

their knowledge and appreciation of Aboriginal culture and take this into their future.

Designed for 8 to 12 year olds, the half hour performance is highly interactive and full

of stories and songs written and performed by Kutcha.

AGE: 8 to 12 years.
Sunday 12 February: 12.30pm and 1.30pm. Free but bookings essential.
Dirtgirlworld Wheelie Workshop

Bring your bikes and scooters along to ArtPlay’s “Wheelie Workshop” at the

Sustainable Living Festival, where dirtgirl and scrapboy will help make your wheels

beautiful, sustainable and safe.

Start at the tip of the track, and have Wheelie Doctors check your set of wheels

for safety and sustainability. Pedal up to Decoration Stations manned by your

favourite characters from dirtgirlworld, who will help with reflective gear, helmets,

spoke bands and ankle bands that are environmentally-friendly – and wheelie good

to look at! Collect bits and bobs from the Dispensary, create works of art, test your safety gear at the Wheelie High-Visibility Disco and show off your finished bikes and scooters in Bikefest’s Treadlie Market just outside.

A family-friendly Festival event, the Wheelie Workshop makes educating kids about

the importance of safety on their first set of wheels both fun and functional!

Be Seen, Be Green!

Brought to you by Bikefest, mememe productions, ArtPlay and the City of Melbourne.

AGE: Family.
Saturday 18 February and Sunday 19 February: 12pm to 4pm.
No bookings required. FREE.
MSO ArtPlay Open Workshop
Do you play an instrument? Bring your flute, cello, guitar or even your triangle to the

2012 MSO ArtPlay Open Workshops. All young musicians are welcome to join in the

fun, whether you are a beginner or a more experienced player. Listen, play along and

immerse yourself in the world of musical improvisation! Workshops are led by music

educator Gillian Howell and members of the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra.

The workshops are your chance to express interest in joining the MSO ArtPlay Ensemble

– an award-winning year round program launching into its eighth year that gives you

the opportunity to make music with MSO musicians, attend concerts and more.

AGE: 8 to 13 years.
Saturday 25 February and Sunday 26 February: 10am to 11am, 12pm to 1pm and

2.30pm to 3.30pm.
FREE but bookings essential.
Draw Motion Exhibition

The artist Paul Klee once said: “a drawing is simply a line going for a walk”. What if

you took a streamer, a torch and a tennis ball for a walk? What drawings could you

make? Throughout 2011 artist Hayley Rivers and the children and families at ArtPlay

have created a series of drawings by taking streamers, lights and painted balls for a

‘walk’ through ArtPlay.

Draw-Motion is an exhibition that documents the process of making these drawings

through three video projections. It brings together drawing and play in a unique way.

Join us for the opening celebration on Sunday 27 November at 2pm, and create a

motion drawing of your own!

AGE: Family.
Sunday 27 November opening at 2pm Wednesday 30 November to Sunday 18

December: Wed to Sunday 10am to 4pm.
FREE: No bookings required. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

ArtPlay Christmas Lights
Join us as we turn on the ArtPlay Christmas lights on the first Saturday evening in

December. Children have created Christmas dioramas with artist Sue Davis using

recycled City of Melbourne decorations. Now come and see them all lit up inside

100 silver stars strung between the poles outside ArtPlay. Help us count down to

the “moment of illumination”.

Come early to see the exhibition of Christmas inspired 3D collage sculptures also

made by children for their families. Refreshments provided.

AGE: Family.
Saturday 3 December: 7pm to 8.30pm.
FREE: No bookings required. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Visual Treasure Hunt Exhibition

Throughout 2011, children have been exploring the outdoors beyond ArtPlay hunting

for undiscovered visual treasures. See the insightful photographic and drawn works

created by the children alongside artist Charlie Sublet. Then grab one of the seven

treasure maps produced in this project and go a-hunting! How many visual treasures

can you find?

Join us for the official exhibition opening on Sunday 8 January at 3pm.

AGE: Family.
Sunday 8 January opening at 3pm. Saturday 7 January to Sunday 29 January: Wed to Sun 10am to 4pm.

No bookings required. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Eco-Cubby Exhibition

What’s an Eco-Cubby? This exhibition of images and miniature models charts

the journey that students from eight Victorian schools have taken to learn about

sustainability. Working with architects, these young designers have developed

sustainable cubby mini proto-types. Come inside and take a look around.

AGE: Family.
Friday 10 February to Thursday 23 February: Wed to Sunday 10am to 4pm.
No bookings required. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Special Event

Clown Kapow
Circus and physical theatre company Asking for Trouble invites you to delve into

the innocent, fun and unpredictable world of clown. Christy and Luke will lead a

number of ridiculous exercises using costume pieces inspired by their show KAPOW!

This workshop will give children an opportunity to explore character, movement,

noisemaking and performing together.

AGE: 3 to 5 years. (parent and child workshop). Wednesday 11 January and Thursday 12 January: 11am to 12noon.
AGE: 5 to 8 years. Wednesday 11 January: 1.30pm to 3pm Sunday 15 January: 10.30am to 12noon.
AGE: 9 to 13 years. Thursday 12 January and Sunday 15 January: 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult.

KAPOW Performance

An irreverent, comical and human look at the world of the superhero and the desire

we have to be special.

Introducing Scout: Scout does mad tricks on her bunk bed - in fact, if bunk beds

were an Olympic sport, she would pretty much be going to the Olympics. In Kapow!

Scout goes on a backyard adventure with her best friends, Natalie and Terry.

Kapow! explores the super power of imagination and the possibility of our imaginary

worlds leading to real adventure, bravery and a bigger life.

Highly visual, full of skilful acrobatics and set to a spectacular soundtrack Kapow asksnsome seriously heroic questions. Why do we imagine and desire to be superhuman? What are our secret unnoticed abilities? Can you be afraid and save the day?

AGE: Family.
Friday 13 January: 2pm Saturday 14 January: 11am and 2pm.
Bookings essential. $12 per person. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

AMIINA
Ever wondered what musical wonders live in your kitchen or backyard? In this

workshop Icelandic group Amiina introduce you to some of their homemade and

positively unusual household instruments. Known for their experimental sounds,

born out of a trip to the countryside where lack of instruments led to a raid on the

kitchen cupboards, Amiina boast a suite of some outstanding musical inventions

from wine glasses and office bells to garden saws. Come, learn and be inspired!

Also, see Amiina perform Animagica with animation by Lotte Reiniger at Melbourne

Recital Centre on Thursday 19 January at 11am. More details melbournerecital.com.au

AGE: 5 to 8 years. Wednesday 18 January: 11am to 12.30pm.
AGE: 9 to 13 years. Thursday 19 January: 2.30pm to 4pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult.
GABRIELLE WANG
Gabrielle Wang is an award winning children’s author and illustrator. She studied Chinese painting at the Zhejiang Academy of Fine Art in Hangzhou, China. In Gabrielle’s workshop, children will be taught the four treasures of the painting studio, learn the basics of Chinese brush painting with plenty of hands on practice. Come away with a finished Chinese painting of your own. Also, see The Race for the Chinese Zodiac based on Gabrielle Wang’s book of the same name at Melbourne Recital Centre on Saturday 21 January at 11am. More details melbournerecital.com.au.
AGE: 7 to 8 years. Saturday 21 January: 1.30pm to 3pm. Sunday 22 January: 11am to 12noon.
AG:E 9 to 12 years. Sunday 22 January: 1.30pm to 3pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult.
Under 5 years

On a Roll

There’s a big green hill outside ArtPlay and now is your chance to paint it!

Drawing inspiration from the colours, patterns and shapes of 2D art, use rolls of

different coloured and textured fabrics to ‘paint’ the big green hill outside ArtPlay.

Then perform and play on the biggest outdoor painting possible. (Outdoors weather

permitting). Don’t forget sunscreen and a hat.

AGE: 2 to 5 years.
Friday 2 December and Friday 24 February: 2 to 3 yr olds at 10.30am to 11.15am;

3 to 5 yr olds at 11.45am to 12.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child.
All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Friendship Totems

Make friendship totems using handmade paper and organic materials. Children will

play with portrait drawings of themselves and their friends and get their hands wet

and deliciously gooey as they choose, mix and embed coloured, textured materials

such as coloured feathers, glitter and organic flora into paper pulp to make their

own hand-made papers. The papers will then be used as part of the second workshop

where children will receive a cut out ‘friendship’ board based on their own drawings

to create their totems.

AGE: 4 to 5 years.
Wednesday: 7 and 14 December (must book into both days). 4 to 5 yr olds at 10.30am to 11.30am.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

ArtPlay Bubs
Bring your little ones to ArtPlay Bubs. Relax with your baby, tune in together, and

explore playful movement with Susan Maling, an early childhood movement and

dance specialist. Stay after the session to share a cuppa and chat with Susan and

other parents.

AGE: pre-walkers under 2 years: Thursday 8 December: 10am to 11.30am.
AGE: walkers under 2 years: Thursday 23 February: 10am to 11.30am.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Shadow Play
Watch as your children's drawings leap to life, off the page and onto the stage!

Be guided through the wonderful world of shadow puppetry by award-winning

puppeteer Jenny Ellis. Children will take home their very own unique shadow

puppet of their own design and experience the magic of seeing it come to life

before their eyes.

AGE: 3 to 5 years.
Friday 9 December: 10.30am to 11.15am and 11.45am to 12.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Inky Gluey Crafty Cards Visual Arts

Join artist Trudy White to make imaginative cards for your friends and family. Make

your own coloured paper by painting with ink, do textured pastel rubbings, cut them

out and stick them together in a collage, add stamping, sewing and drawing and you

have original art cards to give away.

AGE: 4 to 5 years.
Sunday 18 December: 11am to 12 noon.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Softie Animal Friends
Explore different shapes – round, angular, small and large; and different textures –

crunchy, soft, fluffy and ruffly; and then create your own cuddly softie friend.

AGE: 4 to 5 years.
Thursday 19 January and Saturday 21 January: 11am to 12 noon.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Pocketfool Plus
Join Pocketfool’s Heidi Weatherald and performer and sound artist Anna Liebzeit

in exploring the intriguing world of sound-scapes. Explore sound-making through

storytelling and song, voice acrobatics and a body wiggle here and there.

Throw in a sprinkle of printmaking and volia – Pocketfool Plus awaits you…

AGE: 2 to 5 years.
Friday 10 February: 2 to 3 yr olds at 10.30am to 11.15am; 4 to 5 yr olds at 11.45am to 12.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
5 to 8 years

Visual Treasure Hunt
Charlie Sublet is a visual hunter-gatherer, an expert at finding lesser-known visual

treasures. Come-a-hunting with Charlie and discover some overlooked simple

treasures like a crack in a wall that looks like a vein or a flower that moves like a

dancer. See the world in a new light. Then, armed with camera and sketch book,

use your new powers of perception to create your very own treasure hunt around

the ArtPlay site. Your treasures will be published on the ArtPlay website.

Come back on Sunday 8 January at 3pm for the Visual Treasure Hunt exhibition

opening (see page 9).

AGE: 5 to 10 years.
Sunday 4 and 11 December: 1.30pm to 4pm. Bookings essential. $15 per child.
Inky Gluey Crafty CARDS
Join artist Trudy White to make imaginative cards for your friends and family. Make

your own coloured paper by painting with ink, do textured pastel rubbings, cut them

out and stick them together in a collage, add stamping, sewing and drawing and you

have original art cards to give away.

AGE: 5 to 8 years.
Saturday 17 December: 1.30pm to 3pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children under 8 years must be accompanied by an adult.
ArtPlay Open Studio
Today you are a professional artist working in your studio to create some wonderful

new art. Where will your work be shown? Grandpa’s fridge? Mum’s notice board?

Play with pencils, paint and pastels. Be inspired by artists past and present.

Make a mess, fix it up and create your own masterpiece!

AGE: 5 to 13 years

Saturday 7 January: 1pm to 3pm. Sunday 8 January: 11am to 1pm.
Bookings essential. $12 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Softie Animal Friends
Cutting and stitching, pasting and stuffing – watch your adorable softie animal friend

come to life!

With the help of crafter and author, Katie Evans, learn handy skills in pattern assembly

and sewing to create your very own and completely unique soft animal friend to

cuddle.

AGE: 5 to 8 years.
Friday 20 January: 10.30am to 12 noon.
Bookings essential. $15 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.
9 to 13 years
Character Archaeology
In this workshop, enter the space to discover a series of “islands” created by objects.

Visit and explore each island and through an almost archeological exploration of these

objects, figure out who the character might have been that left the objects behind.

Through a series of character and improvisation games, Barking Spider Theatre

will help you develop characters inspired by the objects you have discovered. What

characters will you discover?

AGE: 9 to 13 years.
Saturday 3 December: 1.30pm to 3.30pm. Bookings essential. $15 per child.
Caravan Dreaming
Build your own miniature caravan from balsa wood and recycled materials. Bring

an object you find on your way to ArtPlay – discarded paper, bottle top or leaf –

whatever you find – this recycled material will then be used to decorate your caravan.

You will even be installing a light source for your own mini moving model!

AGE: 9 to 13 years.
Sunday 4 and 11 December: 10am to 1pm. Saturday 10 December: 12.30pm to 3.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child.
Visual Treasure Hunt
Charlie Sublet is a visual hunter-gatherer, an expert at finding lesser-known visual

treasures. Come-a-hunting with Charlie and discover some overlooked simple

treasures like a crack in a wall that looks like a vein or a flower that moves like a

dancer. See the world in a new light. Then, armed with camera and sketch book, use

your new powers of perception to create your very own treasure hunt around the

ArtPlay site. Your treasures will be published on the ArtPlay website.

AGE: 5 to 10 years.
Sunday 4 and 11 December: 1.30pm to 4pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child.
Inky Gluey Crafty Cards Visual Arts

Join artist Trudy White to make imaginative cards for your friends and family. Make

your own coloured paper by painting with ink, do textured pastel rubbings, cut them

out and stick them together in a collage, add stamping, sewing and drawing and you

have original art cards to give away.

AGE: 9 to 13 years.
Sunday 18 December: 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child.
ArtPlay Open Studio
Today you are a professional artist working in your studio to create some wonderful

new art. Where will your work be shown? Grandpa’s fridge? Mum’s notice board? Play with pencils, paint and pastels. Be inspired by artists past and present. Make a mess, fix it up and create your own masterpiece!

AGE: 5 to 13 years.
Saturday 7 January: 1pm to 3pm. Sunday 8 January: 11am to 1pm.
Bookings essential. $12 per child. All children must be accompanied by an adult.

Softie Animal Friends Craft

Using your cutting, stitching and designing skills, create an adorable softie animal!

Author and crafter, Katie Evans, guides young textiles enthusiasts through this

step-by-step process and encourages every child to develop their own unique design.

From conception to the finished product, learn valuable skills in pattern-making,

construction, fabric assembly and stitching, and enjoy watching your amazing little

animal friend come to life!

AGE: 9 to 13 years.
Friday 20 January: 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child.
Force Field
Create abstract organic sculptures with natural materials that interpret and reflect

the energy and force fields represented in nature; such as vortex fields and radiating

spirals shown in shells, flora and landscape forms. Bind your sculptures by knotting,

stitching and gluing using sticks, seedpods, recycled timbers, pinecones and needles,

wire and textile materials. The finished sculptures will be constructed around basic

wooden armatures or will twirl suspended in space.

AGE: 9 to 13 years.
Sunday 29 January: 10am to noon and 1.30pm to 3.30pm.
Bookings essential. $15 per child.
Book online at www.artplay.com.au

Payment will be taken online via credit card. If you do not have internet or credit card access, please contact us by phone: 9664 7900 or email artplay@melbourne.vic.gov.au.
Phone: (03) 9664 7900

Email: artplay@melbourne.vic.gov.au

Web: www.artplay.com.au

ArtPlay is open Wednesday to Sunday 10am to 4pm

This program is printed on environmentally sustainable stock. Please recycle this program after use.
