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Report to the Future Melbourne (Environment) Committee Agenda item 6.9
  
Climate Change Mitigation Strategy to 2050 4 December 2018
  
Presenter: Claire Ferres Miles, Director City Strategy and Place  

Purpose and background 

1. The purpose of this report is to seek Future Melbourne Committee’s endorsement of the Climate Change 
Mitigation Strategy to 2050: Melbourne Together for 1.5ºC (Strategy) (Attachment 1).  Endorsement of the 
Strategy includes a Council Pledge, as required under the Climate Change Act 2017.  

2. In 2018–19 Council requested management develop the Strategy through its Annual Plan Initiative 1.9 
Finalising the Zero Net Emissions Strategy 2020–2050, recognising the need for realignment due to the 
following significant events: 

2.1. The ratification of the Paris Climate Agreement by the Australian Government in 2016. 

2.2. The Victorian Government passed a new Climate Change Act 2017, which includes a target of net 
zero emissions by 2050 for Victoria and prescribes a formal process for local governments to submit 
five year plans from 2020 to address climate change mitigation and adaptation. 

3. The Council’s previous target of zero net emissions by 2020 was set in 2003. Since then, ambitious actions 
have been taken: carbon neutral organisation, CitySwitch, 1200 Buildings, Melbourne Renewable Energy 
Project. Uncertainty on climate change policy in Australia has meant that zero net emissions by 2020 can 
only be achieved through the purchase of carbon offsets. The Strategy realigns Council action based on the 
above changes and provides an evidence base to achieve zero net emissions through action rather than 
offsets. The draft version of this Strategy was endorsed for consultation on 4 September 2018. 

Key issues 

4. The Strategy provides the overarching strategic vision, objectives and priorities to reduce emissions within 
the municipality. It reflects that Council is leading by example, demonstrating the possibilities and sharing 
solutions to climate change. Research was commissioned by management to establish an evidence base 
for two emission reduction scenarios (significant and accelerated) compared with business as usual and the 
purchase of offsets from 2020.  

5. Endorsement of the strategy and accompanying rolling five year implementation plan will fulfil the Council 
Pledge requirements under the Climate Change Act 2017. The pledge will be the first of its kind.   

6. Community and stakeholder consultation was held between 5 September and 7 October 2018.  

7. Feedback from the above included a high level of interest in climate change, strong support for advocating 
for change and taking direct action in mitigating emissions, and strong support for the stated priorities and 
actions including those aimed at improving wellbeing, delivering more green space, prioritising active 
transport over cars, advocating for more renewable energy and assisting or facilitating the transition to 
renewable energy. 

8. As a result, the Strategy has been updated to provide more information on the emissions profile in the 
context of greater Melbourne; and to refine the evidence base for climate change action.  

9. The Strategy has also been updated to further explain the economic and social benefits and reference to 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change Special Report on Global Warming of 1.5ºC released on 8 
October 2018. 

Recommendation from management 

10. That the Future Melbourne Committee: 

10.1. Endorses the Climate Change Mitigation Strategy to 2050: Melbourne Together for 1.5ºC which 
includes the Council Pledge under the Victorian Climate Change Act 2017. 

10.2. Authorises the Director of City Strategy and Place to make any further minor editorial changes to the 
Strategy and its graphic design prior to its release. 
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Supporting Attachment 
  

Legal   

1. Part 5 of the Climate Change Act 2017 (the Act), prescribes a formal process for councils to make five year 
pledges in respect of greenhouse gas emissions reductions. Sections 46 and 47 of the Act provide that 
Council may make a statement in respect of greenhouse gas emissions reductions resulting from the 
performance of the Council’s powers and duties under the Local Government Act 1989 on or before 1 August 
2020. In accordance with section 46(3) of the Act, the pledge relates to the period of 1 January 2021 to 31 
December 2025, with a two-year preliminary period commencing 1 January 2019.  

Finance  

2. The cost of meeting the requirements of the final Strategy will be subject to the usual budget process.   

Conflict of interest 

3. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or preparing 
this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Occupational Health and Safety  

4. In developing this proposal, the health benefits of climate change action have been identified. 

Stakeholder consultation 

5. A community and stakeholder engagement process was undertaken between September and October 2018, 
to ensure that it meets the expectations and needs of our community and key stakeholders. Consultation on 
the draft Strategy was carried out through:  

5.1. Information and feedback collected through the Participate Melbourne website, which reached more 
than 1019 people. 

5.2. Face-to-face information and feedback at 11 community pop-ups at community events and venues 
and community group meetings engaging 642 people across the municipality. 

5.3. Face-to-face conversations with key stakeholders who we will partner with to deliver the final 
Strategy.  

5.4. Email, e-newsletters and social media campaigns to encourage feedback. 

6. An external reference group was set up to provide advice to the project team on the Strategy refresh. This 
was comprised of representatives from state government, key industries and peak bodies including Clean 
Energy Council, Green Building Council, RACV, Waste Management Association, University of Melbourne, 
RMIT, Future Business Council and the Climate and Health Alliance. 

Relation to Council policy 

7. The following Council policies are consistent with the draft Strategy, following extensive internal consultation 
with teams across Council: 

7.1. Future Melbourne 2026: all community goals, particularly Goal 1. 

7.2. Council Plan 2017–2021: all Council goals. 

7.3. Climate Adaptation Strategy Refresh 2017. 

7.4. Waste and Resource Recovery Strategy 2018. 

7.5. Transport Strategy 2012, (and developing draft Transport Strategy Refresh). 

7.6. Emissions Reduction Plan for our Operations 2016–2021. 

Environmental sustainability 

8. In developing the Strategy, the following environmental sustainability matters have been considered: 

8.1. The aim of the Strategy is to decrease the generation of greenhouse gases in response to climate 
change.  

8.2. By engaging the community in the Strategy, this raised awareness of climate change issues and how 
the whole community can play a part in delivering the final Strategy. 

Attachment 1
Agenda item 6.9 

Future Melbourne Committee 
4 December 2018
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Strategic Priority 1: 100% renewable energy

OUTCOMES

1:  Large organisations and businesses invest in 100% renewable energy 
2: Stronger renewable energy targets and transition to zero carbon sources of energy 
3: Residents and small businesses purchase renewable energy products and services

2.1 Outcome 1: Large organisations and businesses invest in 100% renewable energy

APPENDIX 1: IMPLEMENTATION PLAN
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Strategic Priority 2: Zero emissions buildings and precincts

OUTCOMES

1:  Buildings within the municipality transition from gas to electricity 
2: New buildings within the municipality are carbon neutral by 2030 
3: Existing buildings within the municipality are carbon neutral by 2050

Engaging and influencing pr

Engaging and influencing priv
ffi
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ff
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Action Description (A
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Strategic Priority 3: Zero emissions transport

OUTCOMES

1:  Road space strategically reallocated towards sustainable modes of transport 
2: Intersection priority increased for sustainable modes of transport 
3: The way users pay for motor vehicle use is changed to favour lower emissions usage patterns 
4: The emissions intensity of motor vehicles is decreased 
5: Public transport is optimised

ffi

or specific r
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Strategic Priority 4: Reducing the impact of waste 

OUTCOMES

1: Diversion of residential, commerial and industrial waste from landfill.

Total emission reductions to 2025 
(tonnes of CO2-e) 454,561 736,820

COUNCIL OPERATIONS
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ENABLING ACTIONS

1:  Integrate climate change adaptation and mitigation 
2: Deliver environmental, social and economic benefits and enhance social inclusion 
3: Take an innovative, transparent and evidence-based approach

Action Description Timeframe
Collaborators and 
delivery partners

Business 
impact

ff

fl

fi

fi

Climate 
Change Act 2017

ACKNOW
LEDGEM

ENTS

ff

fi

C
itatio

n

Page 36 of 41



C
lim

at
e 

C
ha

ng
e 

M
it

ig
at

io
n 

S
tr

at
eg

y 
to

 2
0

50
m

el
b

o
ur

ne
.v

ic
.g

ov
.a

u

AB
BR

EV
IA

TI
ON

S

C
4

0
: 

ff

G
B

C
A

: 

IC
LE

I: 

IP
C

C
: 

N
A

B
E

R
S

: 

U
N

F
C

C
C

: 

Z
N

E
: 

GL
OS

SA
RY

A
b

o
ri

g
in

al
: 

C
ar

b
o

n 
o

ff
se

ts
: 

ff
ff

ff

C
ar

b
o

n 
ne

ut
ra

l: 

ff

E
m

is
si

o
ns

: 
ifi

G
re

en
ho

us
e 

g
as

 e
m

is
si

o
ns

: 

fl
fl

P
ar

is
 C

lim
at

e 
A

g
re

em
en

t:
 

fi

ff

S
ci

en
ce

-b
as

ed
 t

ar
g

et
s:

 

Z
er

o
 e

m
is

si
o

ns
 o

r 
Z

er
o

 n
et

 e
m

is
si

o
ns

: 

Page 37 of 41



C
lim

at
e 

C
ha

ng
e 

M
it

ig
at

io
n 

S
tr

at
eg

y 
to

 2
0

50
m

el
b

o
ur

ne
.v

ic
.g

ov
.a

u

e 
fi

fi G
re

at
er

 M
el

b
o

ur
ne

 e
m

is
si

o
ns

 p
ro

fi
le

fi

ff

AP
PE

ND
IX

 2
: T

EC
HN

IC
AL

 N
OT

ES

C
it

y 
o

f 
M

el
b

o
ur

ne
’s

 g
re

en
ho

us
e 

g
as

 e
m

is
si

o
ns

 p
ro

fi
le

F
ig

ur
e 

14
: G

lo
b

al
 P

ro
to

co
l f

o
r 

C
o

m
m

un
it

ie
s 

em
is

si
o

ns
 in

ve
nt

o
ry

 b
o

un
d

ar
y 

(G
P

C
)

Ta
b

le
 1

1:
 S

o
ur

ce
s 

o
f 

em
is

si
o

ns
 f

ro
m

 G
re

at
er

 M
el

b
o

ur
ne

F
ig

ur
e 

15
. M

et
ho

d
 o

f 
ec

o
no

m
ic

 a
na

ly
si

s 
o

f 
cl

im
at

e 
ac

ti
o

ns

C
E

m
is

si
o

ns
  

(t
 C

O
2e

)
P

er
ce

nt
ag

e 
(%

)

S
ta

ti
o

na
ry

 E
ne

rg
y

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
at

io
n

W
as

te

W
as

te
w

at
er

TO
TA

L
6

6
,3

59
,0

3
8 

10
0

C
o

ns
um

p
ti

o
n-

b
as

ed
 e

m
is

si
o

ns
 p

ro
fi

le

ffi

C
al

cu
la

ti
ng

 c
o

st
s 

an
d

 b
en

efi
ts

 fi

fi
ifi

d
 fl

fi
fi

fi fi
fi

fi
fi

fi

SC
O

P
E

 1
SC

O
P

E
 3

SC
O

P
E

 2

B
E

N
E

F
IT

S
C

O
ST

S 

Page 38 of 41



C
lim

at
e 

C
ha

ng
e 

M
it

ig
at

io
n 

S
tr

at
eg

y 
to

 2
0

50
m

el
b

o
ur

ne
.v

ic
.g

ov
.a

u

Q
ua

nt
ifi

ed
 b

en
efi

ts

r 
fi

fi
c

fi

Q
ua

nt
ifi

ed
 c

o
st

s

A
na

ly
si

s 
o

f 
ec

o
no

m
ic

 c
o

nt
ri

b
ut

io
n

fl
fi

ff
ff

fi

ff
fi

c

RE
FE

RE
NC

ES

D
ea

d
lin

e 
20

20

B
ui

lt
 t

o
 P

er
fo

rm
: A

n 
In

d
us

tr
y 

Le
d

 P
at

hw
ay

 t
o

 a
 Z

er
o

 C
ar

b
o

n 
R

ea
d

y 
B

ui
ld

in
g

 
C

o
d

e

C
lim

at
e 

C
ha

ng
e 

A
ct

 2
0

17

C
ar

b
o

n 
N

eu
tr

al
 N

et
w

o
rk

A
b

o
u

t 
C

4
0

S
yn

th
es

is
 R

ep
o

rt

C
lim

at
e 

A
ct

io
n 

A
na

ly
si

s 
R

ep
o

rt

E
co

no
m

ic
 A

na
ly

si
s

C
ar

b
o

n 
P

o
si

ti
ve

 R
o

ad
m

ap

Tr
an

sp
o

rt
, G

re
en

ho
us

e 
G

as
 E

m
is

si
o

ns
 a

nd
 A

ir
 Q

ua
lit

y

S
um

m
ar

y 
fo

r 
P

o
lic

y 
M

ak
er

s

G
re

at
er

 M
el

b
o

u
rn

e 
C

o
m

m
u

n
it

y 
E

m
is

si
o

n
s 

In
ve

nt
o

ry
 R

ep
o

rt

Lo
ca

l G
o

ve
rn

m
en

t 
A

ct
 1

9
8

9

N
at

io
na

l E
n

er
g

y 
E

m
is

si
o

n
s 

A
u

d
it

: 
E

le
ct

ri
ci

ty
 U

p
d

at
e

o
rp

o
ra

te
 P

P
A

s 
al

re
ad

y 
d

el
iv

er
 3

4
%

 
o

f 
g

en
er

at
io

n 
ca

p
ac

it
y 

re
q

u
ir

ed
 u

n
d

er
 t

h
e 

R
en

ew
ab

le
 

E
n

er
g

y 
Ta

rg
et

ic
to

ri
an

’s
 P

er
ce

p
ti

o
n

s 
o

f 
C

lim
at

e 
C

ha
ng

e

S
o

ci
al

 C
o

st
 o

f 
C

ar
b

o
n

fi

E
co

n
o

m
ic

 A
n

al
ys

is

Page 39 of 41



Page 40 of 41



melbourne.vic.gov.au

Page 41 of 41


	Report
	Attachment 1
	Attachment 2
	Blank Page
	Blank Page



