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Report to Council Agenda item 7.1 
  
Participation by Councillor Philip Le Liu in the China-Australia Millennial 
Project Summit, Shanghai and Sydney, March and June 2017 28 March 2017
  
Presenter: Councillor Philip Le Liu  

Purpose and background 

1. The purpose of this report is for Council to ratify the urgent approval granted by the Lord Mayor for 
Councillor Philip Le Liu to participate in the China-Australia Millennial Project (CAMP) Summit. 
 

2. Following a selection process, Councillor Le Liu was invited to participate in the program that brings 
together young leaders who are passionate about social innovation and strengthening the Australia-China 
relationship. 
 

3. The program commences in Shanghai with sessions between 21 to 28 March and concludes in Sydney 
between 12 to 16 June 2017. Due to timing of the Shanghai leg of the program, urgent approval by Lord 
Mayor was sought and obtained on 14 March in accordance with the Councillor Expenses and Resources 
Guidelines. 

Key issues 

4. CAMP is a unique and dynamic program connecting leaders in bilateral innovation incubators and 
providing the tools to address real-world global challenges. The program allows participants with an 
opportunity to forge long lasting cross-cultural connections and to activate future-focused solutions across 
borders.  
 

5. CAMP’s initiatives focus on aspects of the Australia-China relationship and developing solutions to global 
issues through people-to-people networks. This focus is of particular relevance to City of Melbourne 
strategies focusing on international cultural connections and business opportunities, namely Melbourne – 
Doing Business Globally. 
 

6. Through his role as Portfolio Chair International Engagement and desire to support Council’s broader 
vision around a smart, innovative and global city, Councillor Le Liu aims to bring back to City of 
Melbourne learnings, ideas and concepts that will facilitate future strategic discussions on opportunities 
for Melbourne. This can be done through fostering strong social and cultural connections, an area of 
particular interest to Councillor Le Liu. Melbourne’s cultural diversity, entrepreneurship, reputation as a 
Knowledge City and emerging international connections, present real opportunities to reap rewards in a 
rapidly changing global community. 

 
7. The cost to Council of Councillor Le Liu’s participation is estimated at approximately $6,644.48. This includes 

registration fee, accommodation and airfare to Shanghai. Councillor Le Liu is contributing approximately $500 
to cover airfare costs for the Sydney leg of the program. 

 
8. Further details regarding the program can be found in Attachment 2. 

Recommendation 

9. That the Council: 

9.1. ratify the urgent approval provided by the Lord Mayor for Councillor Philip Le Liu to travel to 
Shanghai from 21 to 28 March and Sydney from 12 to 16 June 2017 to participate in the China-
Australia Millennial Project (CAMP) Summit at a cost to Council of approximately $6,644.48. 

9.2. notes that Councillor Philip Le Liu will prepare a report to the Future Melbourne Committee or 
Council within 60 days of return from travel. 
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Supporting Attachment 

  

Finance

1. The cost to Council of Councillor Le Liu’s participation is estimated at approximately $6,644.48. The amount is 
less than anticipated when urgent approval from the Lord Mayor was sought. 

2. The estimate includes registration fee, accommodation, airfare to Shanghai ($6044.48) and incidentals ($600). 
Councillor Le Liu is partially funding travel costs by contributing approximately $500 to cover an airfare for the 
Sydney leg of the program. Councillor Le Liu will also fund any additional costs incurred during the program. 

3. The estimated cost of the proposed travel will be met from the existing budget allocation.  

Conflict of interest  

4. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Relation to Council policy 

5. The Manager Governance and Legal has confirmed that the urgent approval and proposed travel accords 
with the requirements of the travel guidelines outlined in the Councillor Expenses and Resources 
Guidelines. 

6. The Program has particular relevance to the following: 

6.1. Council Plan goals of Prosperous City and Knowledge City;  

6.2. City of Melbourne strategies focusing on international cultural connections and business 
opportunities, namely Melbourne – Doing Business Globally. 

Environmental sustainability 

7. The carbon emission resulting from air travel to attend the program will be offset with the purchase of 
credits. 
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