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Report to the  Council  Agenda item 7.1
  
Post travel report by Councillor Kevin Louey: 14–16 October 2015 15 December 2015
  
Presenter: Cr Kevin Louey, Chair Economic Development Portfolio  

Purpose and background 

1. To report to the Future Melbourne Committee on the travel undertaken by Councillor Kevin Louey to 
Manila, Philippines associated with the 2015 Business Partner Cities (BPC) Roundtable for the period 
14–16 October 2015. 

2. On 11 August 2015, the Future Melbourne Committee approved the proposal for Cr Kevin Louey to travel 
to Manila, Philippines for the period 14–16 October 2015 to participate in the BPC Roundtable. 

3. Councillor Louey was accompanied by an International and Civic Services officer.  

Key issues 

4. There was strong representation from BPC members at this year’s Roundtable which provided Councillor 
Louey with the opportunity to further strengthen long standing connections with BPC members. 
Presenting to the Roundtable theme “Building Sustainable Regional and Global Economies through 
Small to Medium Enterprise (SME) Participation”, Cr Louey focused on the importance of a resilient and 
globally connected municipality by supporting Melbourne’s knowledge sector industry through Council led 
initiatives such as inbound and outbound business missions, advocacy activities and provision of financial 
support such as the Small Business Grants program. 

5. At the conclusion of the conference, it was announced that Ho Chi Minh City will host the 2016 BPC 
Roundtable in the second half of the year. To gain maximum economic benefit from the opportunity, 
Melbourne was strongly encouraged by the host city and BPC Secretariat to consider leading a business 
mission to Vietnam. This opportunity will be explored further in collaboration with BPC Network co-
member, the Australian Industry Group. 

6. Cr Louey used the occasion to meet with the Department of Trade and Industry, Philippines, The 
Philippines Economic Zone Authority, The Australian Ambassador to the Philippines and members of the 
Makati Business Club.  These meetings provided an opportunity to learn more about the general 
Philippine economy and discuss opportunities for Melbourne companies to engage with Manila business, 
particularly in service industries such as professional services and education.  

7. Participation at the Roundtable also provided opportunities for discussions with the BPC Secretariat and 
City of Osaka representatives in the lead up to the City of Melbourne business mission to Medical Japan 
(February 2016).  

8. A meeting was also held with International Container Terminal Services Inc. to receive an update on the 
construction of the Victoria International Container Terminal at Webb Dock and explore ways that Council 
can support significant investment into Victoria’s major infrastructure by foreign owned companies.      

Recommendation: 

9. That Council: 

9.1. notes this report and the incorporated summary of benefits and outcomes  

9.2. note that management will investigate the opportunity to participate in the 2016 Business Partner 
Cities Roundtable to Ho Chi Minh City, including leading a targeted business mission to that city, 
and provide a further briefing to Councillors at a later date. 
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Finance 

1. The cost associated with Councillor Louey’s participation in the 2015 BPC Roundtable in Manila was 
$5363.97. This included airfare ($3974.40), accommodation ($1105.73) and incidentals ($283.84). 

Conflict of interest  

2. No member of Council staff, or other person engaged under a contract, involved in advising on or 
preparing this report has declared a direct or indirect interest in relation to the matter of the report. 

Relation to Council policy 

3. The Manager Governance and Legal, has confirmed that the travel costs accord with the requirements of 
the travel guidelines outlined in the Councillor Expenses and Resources Guidelines. 

4. The travel aligns with Council Plan 2013–17, Goal 3: a prosperous city and year four outcomes of a 
sustainable resilient municipal economy that is globally connected. 

Environmental sustainability 

5. The travel facilitated opportunities for Councillor Louey to profile Melbourne expertise in the green space 
such as sustainable urban design with the Philippine government and business leaders. 

6. The carbon emissions resulting from air travel were offset with the purchase of credits. 
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ACTIVITIES, ACTIONS AND BENEFITS OF TRAVEL 

Activities and actions 

1. Met with Mr Bill Tweddell, Australian Ambassador to the Philippines and Mr Anthony Weymouth, Senior 
Trade Commissioner to receive in-market updates and discuss the potential for City of Melbourne 
businesses to engage with that country. Specific sectors for further consideration include professional 
services, food and beverage and education.  

2. Met Director Emma C. Asusano from the National Capital Regional Office of Department of Industry and 
Trade (DIT) for discussions on strategies to support small business. As Small to Medium Enterprises 
(SMEs) in Manila represent 99 per cent of total business, DIT initiatives such as their Shared Service 
Facility Program are crucial. This subsidised program allows small business to share infrastructure such 
as facilities and manufacturing equipment, thereby reducing costs and increasing collaboration. DIT run a 
number of successful support programs such as an SME Academy Program as well as operating 
Business Centres across the Philippines which includes access to Business Counsellors for practical 
advice like financial information or marketing strategies.  

3. Hosted a Melbourne Manila networking dinner with attendees including Atty. Ernesto Maceda Jr, 
President of the Universidad de Manila, Mr Peter Perfecto and Ms Danielle del Rosario – Makati Business 
Club, Ms. Maria Roseni Alvero, Assistant Secretary of the Foreign Trade Service Corps, Mr Vichael 
Angelo D. Roaring, Trade Officer, Foreign Trade Service Corps and Atty Luch Gemphis, Secretary to the 
City Council, City of Manila. Discussions centred on Manila Melbourne collaboration and proved to be an 
informal opportunity to discuss ways in which both cities can work together to increase business 
opportunities for mutual benefit.  

4. Met with Christian Gonzales, Head, Asia Pacific and the Subcontinent - International Container Terminal 
Services Inc. (ICTSI) to receive construction updates on the Victoria International Container Terminal and 
discuss ways for Council to support ICTSI’s $550 million investment in Victorian major infrastructure. A 
further meeting in Melbourne with the Lord Mayor was offered to Mr Gonzales.     

5. Participation in the BPC Roundtable reaffirmed Melbourne’s connections to trade offices and cities in the 
network and informed new attendees of our role in facilitating business and trade.  

Benefits 

6. Benefits arising from the activity for the City of Melbourne include: 

6.1 Strengthened connections with senior Australian in-country representatives from the Australian 
Government and the Australian Trade Commission (Austrade). 

6.2 Increased knowledge of the Philippines economic climate and complimentary areas for Melbourne 
businesses to seek opportunities. Created a business channel for Melbourne business to utilise for 
market entry purposes.     

6.3 Reaffirmed City of Melbourne’s long standing connections with attending members of the Business 
Partner Cities Network. 

6.4 Gained support from 2016 host city Ho Chi Minh City and Secretariat City of Osaka for Melbourne to 
consider leading a business mission to Ho Chi Minh City for next year’s Roundtable. 

6.5 Raised the profile of the City of Melbourne’s capabilities in city management, as well as key industry 
sectors such as sustainable urban design and clean technologies to the Jakarta Provincial 
Government and identified the potential to receive a government delegation to showcase these areas. 
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2015 BPC Network Roundtable participants  

 

 

Cr Kevin Louey, presenting to the 2015 BPC Network 
roundtable 

 

 

Cr Kevin Louey with representatives from Osaka, Manila 
and Kuala Lumpur 

 

 

BPC Roundtable  
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Cr Kevin Louey speaking with Philippines Economic 
Zone Authority Director General Ms Lilia De Lima 

 

 

With Australia Ambassador to the Philippines Mr Bill 
Tweddell (second from right) 

 

 

Cr Kevin Louey meeting Director Emma C. Asusano 
from the National Capital Regional Office, Department of 
Trade and Industry (second from right) 
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