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F u t u r e  M e l b o u r n e  C o m m i t t e e  Agenda Item 7.2  
 
 9 September 2014
Notice of Motion, Cr Stephen Mayne  

Increased transparency in Ministerial decision-making on planning 
matters relating to the City of Melbourne  

Motion 

That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves as follows: 

1. Notes the comments by the Minister for Planning (Minister) to 774 ABC Melbourne radio presenter Jon 
Faine on 2 September 2014 that “planning permit decisions in this state are made on a basis of merit 
full stop” and that he “would always speak to the Council first” before issuing a permit. 

  
2. Requests the Minister to provide City of Melbourne, before the caretaker provisions apply, with 

historical copies of the closed file state government officer reports he has received when acting as 
Responsible Authority for planning applications larger than 25,000 square metres in the City of 
Melbourne since he was appointed Minister in December 2009 until 30 June 2014. 
 

3. In the event that the Minister agrees to this transparency measure, Council officers are authorised to 
add the formal delegate reports from Department of Transport Planning and Local Infrastructure 
(DTPLI) officers to Council’s existing online register (approved at the March 2013 Council meeting) 
which compares planning permits issued by the Minister with the formal advice Council provided to 
DTPLI (either under delegation or through the Future Melbourne Committee).  

 
Background 
 
City of Melbourne aims to be Australia’s most open and transparent council. 
  
Since 2013 we have provided all advice on large planning application before the Minister through open 
Future Melbourne Committee meetings with public officer reports, often attracting public submissions and 
oral presentations on applications at Committee meetings. 
  
At the meeting held on 2 September 2014, the Committee also formally requested the next Victorian 
Government to remove the existing provisions which make the Minister the responsible authority for all 
applications above 25,000 square metres in the City of Melbourne. Such a system does not apply 
anywhere else in Australia or to any other Victorian council. 
  
2014 is likely to be a record year for Ministerial decisions related to applications above 25,000 square 
metres with almost 50 already in the system, compared with a long-term average of less than 20 since the 
system commenced in the 1980s. 
  
Opposition planning spokesman Brian Tee recently described the current operation of this system as 
creating a “terrible perception” and that reforms are needed to make it “more open and transparent”. 
  
This motion aims to achieve more transparency for all stakeholders involved in the planning process on 
major applications in the City of Melbourne. 

  
Publically releasing the formal DTPLI officer reports which inform the Minister’s decisions would be a useful 
first step as it would bring the Minister into line will all major planning decisions taken by councils across 
Victoria which are usually conducted in open council after public debate about a comprehensive and public 
officer report. 
  
At this stage, it is only proposed the disclosure occurs as an “after-the-event” exercise in transparency 
which applies to applications already determined, not those under active consideration. 
  
If there is bipartisan support for retaining the 25,000 square metre rule beyond 2014, then at the very least 
whoever has the future responsibility of holding the enormous powers and discretions of the Minister, 
should operate in a council-equivalent environment where the community can see the recommendations 
provided to the Minister by departmental officers. 
 
Moved: Cr Mayne 


