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Southbank3006 Inc 
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7 June 2023 
Submission to City of Melbourne on FY24 Budget 

FOM Meeting 20 June 2023 

1. SB3006 supports the broad thrust of the budget including the fiscal parameters the Council has set in this

process within the constraints of the ESC’s residential rate cap following on from a period of COVID relief

measures.  This is particularly important in a City where 85% of the housing stock are flats and apartments

in which 82% of the population of the City reside either as owners or renters.  This cohort are likely to been

exposed to fiscal pressures in the past 12 months.  So, containing rate rises is an important social benefit

that Council can deliver to this group of residents to minimise direct rate rise impacts or the pass-through

impact into higher residential rents.

2. SB3006 supports the continued deficit funding for the Council budget in FY24 as a fiscally responsible

approach by the City of Melbourne given the continued slow recovery from the period of COVID measurers

especially during the daytime economy right across the entire City not just the CBD precinct.

3. SB3006 notes that the Council continues to expand its commitment to core Council services relating to local

roads, garbage, graffiti, and parks and gardens (open spaces).  It is concerning that of a $61m cleaning

budget almost $39m is earmarked for graffiti removal and control.  This indicates that it is an issue to which

alternative approaches to management and control needs to be investigated going forward.

4. Similarly, as a community we need to rethink the approach to littering we have societally.  This is broader

than the Council as it involves the wider Victorian community’s behaviour.  In Southbank we become a focal

point with the destination locations (e.g., Crown and the Southbank Promenade) and the routes leading to

and from them which suffer from visitors littering and using the streets and doorways as public toilets

particularly on weekends and late at night.  Internationally there has been some interesting behavioural

research in altering behaviours and not relying on lecturing or shaming marketing campaigns.  We would

urge the Council to explore these with the State Government to develop a multi-pronged program over a

3-year period.  As its recent Parking Plan/Policy demonstrated where new comprehensive evidenced passed

policy was required it is possible, so a similar approach policy needs to be applied to graffiti and littering.

5. SB3006 supports the expansion of the Council’s Street Cameras to the Carlton Lygon street destination area.

We do believe that this Camera network provides a layer of comfort to residents and visitors with the

potential for speedy intervention in an emergency.  Such cameras serve as a useful deterrent to some street

offences, but again behavioural intervention measurers need to be explored with the Victorian

Government.  Separately we would suggest that the Council can also explore the potential to network in

external cameras used around the City on private properties, assuming that appropriate security and data

protocols can be developed. This would maximise the coverage in difficult to reach locations such as

laneways etc.

mailto:community@southbank3006.com
http://www.southbank3006.com/


Page 2 of 2 

In terms of Southbank: 

1. We are extremely pleased to see the commitment to funding the ACCA forecourt development in FY24 to 

provide a family friendly open space linking into the Dodds Street linear park.  This has the potential to link 

the Arts Precinct, Southbank Village Precinct, Kavanagh St Precinct, and Wells St residents.  This will take 

pressure off the Boyd open space in particular, but more importantly provide a more central locale where 

residents can meet up from all over Southbank and make the ACCA a part of the neighbourhood in which 

it resides 7 days a week.  This will create a major new open space park for Southbank residents. 

2. We endorse the new Neighbourhood reporting model contained in the budget papers.  We would support 

additional staffing for the Neighbourhood program particularly in areas such as Docklands and Southbank 

to provide outreach community development into Strata Buildings to foster community and social 

development within the communities that live in these buildings.  These buildings typically have resident 

populations from 300 to 2,000 people and no mechanisms to support their social development.  Since 82% 

of the residents of the City live in such accommodation as opposed to signal unit dwellings pivoting the 

program to meet the needs of these residents in this way should become a priority in FY24. 

3. We support the allocation of $3.5m to develop a City Road delivery plan with which to advocate to the 

Victorian Government.  This is critical to making CitiLink working as it was designed when approved in the 

1990’s and thus enable City Road/Yarra Highway to be managed better.  This is key to actually addressing 

the principal issues with City Road that the old City Road Masterplan ignored.  The issues associated with 

the dysfunctional state of City Road actually are in the ambit of the State Govt, but it will require the Council 

to take leadership on this issue to drive change.  Included in that should be a review with the State 

Government of the Kavanagh St and Power Street intersection given the number of accidents and illegal 

vehicle movements at and near that intersection including vehicles making U-turns across the separator 

just after the freeway off ramp. 

4. Related to this is the need that some of these funds are directed to developing a Traffic management Plan 

for all of Southbank so the Low Traffic Neighbourhoods we have advocated for previously can be 

progressed.  This would enable the Council to meet the demands for enhanced pedestrian safety across 

Southbank as its recent Participation Survey revealed is the number one priority in this neighbourhood.  It 

aligns with the Council’s commitment to a risk minimising approach to Transport prioritising pedestrians 

and cyclists over cars in local roads. 

5. We would again urge that as part of the Council’s $75 million to develop further open space reserves, 

including in Southbank” in its Planning documents, that funds are directed in FY24 to reclaiming on street 

parking space in Southbank and converting it to open green space and community gardens now that the 

Parking and Kerbside Policy allows for that reuse. 

David Hamilton 
President 
Southbank 3006 Inc 
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Southbank3006 Inc 
Association No: A0114346X 
ABN: 55370219287 
community@southbank3006.com 
www.southbank3006.com 

 7 June 2023 
Submission to City of Melbourne on FY24 Budget  

FOM Meeting 20 June 2023 

1. SB3006 supports the broad thrust of the budget including the fiscal parameters the Council has set in this 

process within the constraints of the ESC’s residential rate cap following on from a period of COVID relief 

measures.  This is particularly important in a City where 85% of the housing stock are flats and apartments 

in which 82% of the population of the City reside either as owners or renters.  This cohort are likely to been 

exposed to fiscal pressures in the past 12 months.  So, containing rate rises is an important social benefit 

that Council can deliver to this group of residents to minimise direct rate rise impacts or the pass-through 

impact into higher residential rents. 

2. SB3006 supports the continued deficit funding for the Council budget in FY24 as a fiscally responsible 

approach by the City of Melbourne given the continued slow recovery from the period of COVID measurers 

especially during the daytime economy right across the entire City not just the CBD precinct. 

3. SB3006 notes that the Council continues to expand its commitment to core Council services relating to local 

roads, garbage, graffiti, and parks and gardens (open spaces).  It is concerning that of a $61m cleaning 

budget almost $39m is earmarked for graffiti removal and control.  This indicates that it is an issue to which 

alternative approaches to management and control needs to be investigated going forward.   

4. Similarly, as a community we need to rethink the approach to littering we have societally.  This is broader 

than the Council as it involves the wider Victorian community’s behaviour.  In Southbank we become a focal 

point with the destination locations (e.g., Crown and the Southbank Promenade) and the routes leading to 

and from them which suffer from visitors littering and using the streets and doorways as public toilets 

particularly on weekends and late at night.  Internationally there has been some interesting behavioural 

research in altering behaviours and not relying on lecturing or shaming marketing campaigns.  We would 

urge the Council to explore these with the State Government to develop a multi-pronged program over a 

3-year period.  As its recent Parking Plan/Policy demonstrated where new comprehensive evidenced passed 

policy was required it is possible, so a similar approach policy needs to be applied to graffiti and littering. 

5. SB3006 supports the expansion of the Council’s Street Cameras to the Carlton Lygon street destination area.  

We do believe that this Camera network provides a layer of comfort to residents and visitors with the 

potential for speedy intervention in an emergency.  Such cameras serve as a useful deterrent to some street 

offences, but again behavioural intervention measurers need to be explored with the Victorian 

Government.  Separately we would suggest that the Council can also explore the potential to network in 

external cameras used around the City on private properties, assuming that appropriate security and data 

protocols can be developed. This would maximise the coverage in difficult to reach locations such as 

laneways etc. 
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In terms of Southbank: 

1. We are extremely pleased to see the commitment to funding the ACCA forecourt development in FY24 to 

provide a family friendly open space linking into the Dodds Street linear park.  This has the potential to link 

the Arts Precinct, Southbank Village Precinct, Kavanagh St Precinct, and Wells St residents.  This will take 

pressure off the Boyd open space in particular, but more importantly provide a more central locale where 

residents can meet up from all over Southbank and make the ACCA a part of the neighbourhood in which 

it resides 7 days a week.  This will create a major new open space park for Southbank residents. 

2. We endorse the new Neighbourhood reporting model contained in the budget papers.  We would support 

additional staffing for the Neighbourhood program particularly in areas such as Docklands and Southbank 

to provide outreach community development into Strata Buildings to foster community and social 

development within the communities that live in these buildings.  These buildings typically have resident 

populations from 300 to 2,000 people and no mechanisms to support their social development.  Since 82% 

of the residents of the City live in such accommodation as opposed to signal unit dwellings pivoting the 

program to meet the needs of these residents in this way should become a priority in FY24. 

3. We support the allocation of $3.5m to develop a City Road delivery plan with which to advocate to the 

Victorian Government.  This is critical to making CitiLink working as it was designed when approved in the 

1990’s and thus enable City Road/Yarra Highway to be managed better.  This is key to actually addressing 

the principal issues with City Road that the old City Road Masterplan ignored.  The issues associated with 

the dysfunctional state of City Road actually are in the ambit of the State Govt, but it will require the Council 

to take leadership on this issue to drive change.  Included in that should be a review with the State 

Government of the Kavanagh St and Power Street intersection given the number of accidents and illegal 

vehicle movements at and near that intersection including vehicles making U-turns across the separator 

just after the freeway off ramp. 

4. Related to this is the need that some of these funds are directed to developing a Traffic management Plan 

for all of Southbank so the Low Traffic Neighbourhoods we have advocated for previously can be 

progressed.  This would enable the Council to meet the demands for enhanced pedestrian safety across 

Southbank as its recent Participation Survey revealed is the number one priority in this neighbourhood.  It 

aligns with the Council’s commitment to a risk minimising approach to Transport prioritising pedestrians 

and cyclists over cars in local roads. 

5. We would again urge that as part of the Council’s $75 million to develop further open space reserves, 

including in Southbank” in its Planning documents, that funds are directed in FY24 to reclaiming on street 

parking space in Southbank and converting it to open green space and community gardens now that the 

Parking and Kerbside Policy allows for that reuse. 

David Hamilton 
President 
Southbank 3006 Inc 




