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Resolutions of the Future Melbourne Committee meeting held on Tuesday 20 FEB 2024
Agenda item 6.1

Ministerial Planning Referral: TPMR-2023-7
Queen Victoria Market Precinct Southern Site, 65-159 Victoria Street, Melbourne
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to advise the Department of Transport and Planning that the City of Melbourne supports the application subject to the recommended changes set out in the delegate report (refer to Attachment 4) in addition to the following::

1.1. “Replacement of detailed design images for Market Square with simplified concept images throughout the Development Plan document (including but not limited to pages 59, 103, 106, 115 and 117) while retaining the notations regarding design being subject to consultation; and deleting the text on the right side of page 116.”
1.2. “Adding these words to the end of the text at Design Principle 1 on page 118: ‘which is designed to integrate with any road redesign required to optimise safety.’
Agenda item 6.2

Ministerial Planning Referral: TPMR-2023-10
Queen Victoria Market 65-159 Victoria Street, Melbourne
Resolved:

That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to advise the Department of Transport and Planning that the City of Melbourne supports the application subject to the conditions set out in the delegate report (refer to Attachment 4 of the report from management – Planning Application Report).
Agenda item 6.3

Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area Development Contributions Plan and Planning Scheme Amendment GC224
Resolved:

2. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

2.1. Approves the City of Melbourne Submission to Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area draft Development Contributions Plan and draft Planning Scheme Amendment GC224 at Attachment 2 of the report from management, subject to the following amendments:
2.1.1. After paragraph 11, add a new paragraph to read “CoM has prepared this submission on the basis that the Fishermans Bend tram will be completed in a timely fashion. If that does not occur, CoM considers that the objectives of the draft DCP, the draft Amendment GC224, and the Fishermans Bend Framework, will be unachievable. In that event, support for individual elements of the draft DCP and draft Amendment GC224 found in this submission may be withdrawn.”
2.1.2. At paragraph 17, after the words “preferred alignment” add the words “and the proposed start and finish dates for construction”;

2.1.3. At paragraph 26, replace the words “CoM provides in-principle support for the OSU” with the words “CoM holds concerns about the OSU but recognises its potential”;

2.1.4. At paragraph 38, after all existing words, add the words “This support must be read in context of the criticisms elsewhere in this submission, noting that CoM does not have the capacity to fund (and therefore will not fund) open space acquisitions and upgrades of any kind in areas where the capacity to collect open space contributions has been extinguished. Similarly, CoM does not have the capacity to fund (and therefore will not fund) new sports and recreation centres in areas where such infrastructure and land is excluded from the DCP.”

2.1.5. After paragraph 98, add a new paragraph to read “CoM also assumes, in lieu of any economic modelling to the contrary, that the rate cap, which sits among the highest in Victoria, will only be a feasible development cost where land owners have been given certainty as to when the Fishermans Bend tram will be built, which in turn will clarify their development finance strategies.”

2.1.6. Renumber paragraphs as necessary.

2.2. Authorises the General Manager Strategy, Planning and Climate Change to make any administrative changes required to correct any typographic, grammar and referencing errors to the submission at prior to submitting to the Department of Transport and Planning.

2.3. Notes that the submission will form the basis of the City of Melbourne’s ongoing consultation with the Department of Transport and Planning, in the interest of resolving issues where possible prior to a Precincts Standing Advisory Committee (Precincts SAC).

2.4. Notes that the submission will form the basis of the City of Melbourne’s engagement with the Victorian Government and its agencies on the siting, design, construction, funding and apportionment of the drainage infrastructure.

2.5. Notes that the draft Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area Development Contributions Plan (DCP) mitigates a significant risk to Council in the funding and delivery of infrastructure by assigning the Victorian Government as the Collecting and Development Agency in the draft DCP.

2.6. Notes that the draft Fishermans Bend Urban Renewal Area Development Contributions Plan (DCP) does not include funding in the draft DCP for a number of projects (circa $70million) that Council would ultimately need to consider delivering. The submission recommends that these are included in the DCP, and states as Council’s initial position that the City of Melbourne does not have the capacity to fund open space acquisitions and upgrades of any kind in areas where the capacity to collect open space contributions has been extinguished and, similarly, does not have the capacity to fund new sports and recreation centres in areas where such infrastructure and land is excluded from the DCP.

2.7. Requests the Lord Mayor write to the Minister for Precincts and the Minister for Public and Active Transport calling for the Victorian Government’s commitment to the funding and delivery of the Fishermans Bend tram (with reference to the significant arguments in the submission) and Melbourne Metro 2.

2.8. Requests the Chief Executive Officer write to the Secretary, Department of Transport and Planning, seeking Victorian Government commitment to the:

2.8.1. release of a comprehensive funding and finance strategy for all infrastructure classifications and categories

2.8.2. release of a Precinct Infrastructure Plan to accompany the DCP

2.8.3. development of a governance and implementation strategy

2.8.4. funding and updated timeframes for delivery of catalytic infrastructure, including the Fishermans Bend tram and Melbourne Metro 2

2.8.5. collaborative development of the Lorimer Precinct Implementation Plan

2.8.6. review of the DCP as part of the implementation of the Lorimer Precinct Implementation Plan.

2.9. Authorises management to make required changes to the submission and subsequent representations through the Precincts SAC process, should further information on the draft DCP and draft Planning Scheme Amendment GC224 may become available, in accordance with the endorsed submission and subject to appropriate briefing of Council.
Agenda item 6.4
Draft Homelessness Strategy Framework 2023-2030
Resolved:

3. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

3.1. Approves the commencement of community engagement on the Draft Homelessness Strategy 2024-30
3.2. Authorises the General Manager Community and City Services to make any further minor editorial changes to the Draft Homelessness Strategy prior to commencing community engagement.
Agenda item 6.5

Draft Fair Access Sport and Recreation Allocation and Use Policy 2024-2027; Draft Fair Access Sport and Recreation Action Plan 2024-2027
Resolved:

4. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

4.1. Approves the draft Fair Access Sport and Recreation Allocation and Use Policy and Action Plan to proceed to community and stakeholder engagement“, subject to the Draft Policy first being amended to include, at the end of section 8 (‘Implementation’), the following words:
“The Council recognises that clubs and associations may, explicitly or implicitly, define their membership on the basis of certain protected attributes in the Equal Opportunity Act 2010.

The Council will avoid adjudicating between clubs and associations that have chosen different lawful bases on which to advance the interests of women and girls. Council will avoid duplicating or supplanting the role of the Australian or Victorian Human Rights Commissions in adjudicating conflicts of rights in law, and avoid duplicating or supplanting the role of amateur and professional sporting associations in choosing the terms of their own sporting competitions.

Council may consider exceptions to the policy where other underrepresented groups are clearly being catered to”
Agenda item 6.6

Neighbourhood Model (MI37) update and launch of Neighbourhood Pulse Check 2024
Resolved:

5. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

5.1. Notes the progress through the implementation of the Neighbourhood Model over the past year.
5.2. Approves the commencement of the Neighbourhood Pulse Check 2024 (pulse check) across the ten neighbourhoods in the City of Melbourne.
5.3. . Requests management report back to Councillors by 30 June 2024 on the results of pulse check (consultation) and the outcomes of the evaluation of the Neighbourhood Planning Framework.
Agenda item 7.1
Notice of Motion, Deputy Lord Mayor Nicholas Reece: Adaptive reuse of office buildings

Resolved:

6. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

6.1. Notes:
6.1.1. Significant recent interest in adaptive reuse of buildings, particularly the conversion of office buildings to residential and other uses;

6.1.2. Council’s recent endorsement of the Retrofit Melbourne plan, which seeks to encourage the retrofitting of commercial buildings in the central city to improve their energy efficiency;

6.1.3. The planning controls in the inner city regarding the choice and change of land use are highly permissive and often as-of-right and that the most significant barriers to adaptive reuse of central city office buildings are outside the planning system;

6.1.4. The City of Melbourne is a strong supporter of adaptive reuse wherever practical; and

6.1.5. The City of Melbourne is completing an adaptive reuse pilot project by converting its building at 602 Little Bourke Street into supported residential accommodation.

6.2. Requests that Management produce and publish updated policy guidance, in the form of an Industry Guidance Note (or similar), for publication by June 2024, to provide clear advice to owners, developers and the community who are considering the adaptive reuse of office buildings within the City of Melbourne. In producing this publication, Management is requested to:
6.2.1. Ensure that the guidance note provides easy to interpret and use advice on the planning and building frameworks and relevant statutory considerations regarding adaptive reuse, including the distinction between the different frameworks;

6.2.2. Include in the guidance note the offer of a comprehensive planning-and-building pre-application meeting for property owners and developers considering adaptive reuse of office buildings;

6.2.3. Complement Council’s Retrofit Melbourne plan;

6.2.4. Consider similar documents and measures introduced by other Australian and global cities relevant to the adaptive reuse of buildings.

6.3. Requests that management make further changes to the Industry Guidance Note after June 2024 if and when Council implements any policy directions canvassed in Council’s Retrofit Melbourne plan, to ensure consistency across all City of Melbourne policies and communications material.

Agenda item 7.2

Notice of Motion, Cr Jamal Hakim: Reflecting community sentiment on the humanitarian crisis in Gaza
Resolved:

7. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

7.1. Notes the Joint Statement on 15 February 2024 by the Prime Minister of Australia Anthony Albanese, Prime Minister of Canada Justin Trudeau and Prime Minister of New Zealand Christopher Luxon.

7.2. Endorses the following statement:

The City of Melbourne acknowledges the enduring trauma stemming from the conflict in Israel and Gaza. This pain resonates deeply worldwide and within our community. We mourn the horrific loss of innocent lives in both Gaza and Israel.

These events are traumatising for many Melbourne residents who have relatives or a connection in the region, or who come from war-torn countries. We express our sympathy and grief for these communities.

We recognise that Melbourne is a diverse, multi-cultural, and multi-faith community. Racism, vilification and discrimination have no place in our city. We do not tolerate statements and speech that incite hatred or aggression.   

The City of Melbourne is a proud multicultural city. We are stronger because of our diversity and respect for differences.  Our highest priority remains the promotion of peace, cohesion and tolerance in our community. We will make every effort to encourage the de-escalation of tensions and promote social harmony in Melbourne.  We encourage everyone to demonstrate respect for one another during these turbulent times. We respect the right to peaceful protests and freedom of expression.

The City of Melbourne will continue to take every action to make our city safe and welcoming for all. City of Melbourne’s new graffiti removal contract will see offensive, racist, antisemitic and islamophobic graffiti and materials removed as quickly as possible. Everybody has the right to feel safe in our city.

7.3. Requests that the Acting Lord Mayor write to the Australian Government and Victorian Government to advocate for:

7.3.1. Assistance to those who have arrived in Australia after fleeing the conflict, including food, accommodation, and access to employment and health services, including mental health services.

7.3.2. Measures to address the rise of antisemitism and Islamophobia in Australian communities through support for local, community led initiatives.

7.3.3. Additional funding for mental health services for Australian residents indirectly impacted by the conflict. 
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