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Resolutions of the Future Melbourne Committee meeting held on Tuesday 5 April 2016
Agenda item 6.1
Ministerial Referral: TPM-2015-13, 140-146 King Street, Melbourne
Resolved:

That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to advise the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning that the Melbourne City Council does not support the proposal and the draft amended plans for the reasons outlined in the delegate report (refer Attachment 3 of the report from management).

Agenda item 6.2
Ministerial Referral: TPM-2015-20 - Residential buildings (R1, R2 and R3) and surrounding public realm including Batman’s Garden 614-666 Flinders Street, Docklands
Resolved:

That the Future Melbourne Committee resolves to advise the Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning that Council supports the proposed development subject to the conditions detailed in the delegate report (refer Attachment 4 of the report from management).
Agenda item 6.3
Off- street Bicycle and Motorcycle Parking Review
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1. Notes the findings and recommendations of the Off-street Bicycle and Motorcycle Parking Review March 2016 (the Review).

1.2. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to write to the Minister for Planning to request that he consider the findings and recommendations of the Review and consider how as planning authority he can further build an economic, social and environmental policy basis for a Ministerial amendment to the Victoria Planning Provisions and Melbourne Planning Scheme which will see an increase in bicycle and motorcycle parking rates in Melbourne.

Agenda item 6.4
Transfer of Northside Wharf, Docklands
Resolved:
1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1. Authorises the Chief Executive Officer to advise Places Victoria that it will agree to accept responsibility as committee for management under the Crown Land (Reserves) Act 1978 for Northside Wharf and the planned public space to its west subject to:

1.1.1.  prior rejuvenation of the wharf to a 50 year structural life

1.1.2.  prior agreement of the adjoining land owner to a declaration of a special charge over that land under section 163 of the Local Government Act 1989 to provide for the long term maintenance funding of the wharf structure, and if the development of the wharf and the adjoining land proceeds, the special charge will be additional to general rates that may apply.
1.1.3.  no separate property tenure being created on the wharf that depends upon the wharf structure and exceeds its structural capacity or life subject to assessment of appropriate maintenance regimes. 
1.2. Notes that the development of the wharf and the land adjoining it is subject to separate planning approval and that this decision does not prejudice its consideration of any relevant planning application.

Agenda item 6.5
Participation at upcoming local government forums
Resolved:

1. That the Future Melbourne Committee:

1.1 Approves the following motions for consideration at the MAV State Council meeting on 13 May 2016.
Subject:  Fees payable to the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal by local governments
Motion:
That the MAV make a submission to the Department of Justice and Regulation in response to the proposed new fee structure for the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal opposing the increased fees payable by local governments and advocating for a reduction in such fees.
Rationale:
The Department of Justice and Regulation has invited comments and submissions on a new fee structure for the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal proposed to be introduced in the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (Fees) Regulations 2016.
My Views: Victorian Civil And Administrative Tribunal (Fees) Regulations 2016

Submissions must be received no later than 5pm on Monday, 2 May 2016.

The Regulatory Impact Statement for the proposed new regulations indicates that ‘the proposal is to restructure the Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal’s (VCAT) fees so as to maximise cost recovery from larger corporate and government users…’

The major reason why a local government will initiate proceedings in the VCAT is in its capacity as responsible authority to apply for an enforcement order under section 114 of the Planning and Environment Act 1987 where a use or development of land is in breach of that Act, a planning scheme, a condition of a planning permit or an agreement under section 173.

Until July 2013, the filing fee for an application for an enforcement order was $47 and no further hearing fee was payable.

In July 2013, the filing fee for an enforcement order increased to $805.10 and a daily hearing fee became payable if the matter required more than one hearing day.

Under the current regulations, the filing fee for an enforcement order is $986.40, there is no separate hearing fee for day one but a daily hearing fee of $389.30 is payable for each of day’s two to four.

The proposed new regulations would impose a filing fee for an enforcement order of $1,112.20, a hearing fee for the first hearing day of $458.10 and a further fee for each of day’s two to four of $458.10.

The iterative increase in the fees payable to the VCAT will act as a disincentive to local governments when performing an important statutory function.
Subject:  Need for a Federal Independent Commission against Corruption
Motion:

That the MAV State Council:

1. Supports the establishment of an independent Federal government agency with a specific mandate to investigate, expose and prosecute corruption in areas of public administration directly overseen by the Federal Government, including the conduct of Federal Members of Parliament;

2. Requests the MAV President write to the leaders of all political parties represented in the Federal Parliament informing them of the State Council’s position.

Rationale:
Leading into a prospective 2 July 2016 Double Dissolution election triggered by the likely defeat of legislation related to trade union governance and corruption issues, there has been extensive public debate about the need for a broader Federal anti-corruption body.

The four largest Australian states of New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia have now all established independent integrity authorities to expose and prosecute state-based corruption. The lack of an equivalent Federal body is a gaping hole in the integrity system of public administration in Australia.

Public confidence in elected officials remains low in Australia and this would be boosted by a well-resourced Federal agency with a mandate to maintain high standards in public administration. At the moment, corruption issues in the Federal sphere are often referred to the Federal Police which conduct inquiries that provide little public visibility into the conduct in question.

An agency with powers to call witnesses, hold public hearings and issue public reports not necessarily associated with the laying of criminal charges would lift the standard of Federal government administration and provide assurance to the public that enough checks and balances are in place at all levels of government.

Victorian councillors currently operate under an integrity system which regulates behaviour far more closely than state and federal MPs on questions such as gifts, donations, bias and conflicts of interest.

In addition, councillors can be referred to the Local Government Inspectorate for investigation or be subjected to a Councillor Conduct Panel.

At the Federal level, there are much less integrity measures which apply to MPs, save for decisions taken by groups of MPs themselves in the two Federal Houses of Parliament or through the committee system.

Scrutiny of Federal MPs is often difficult to pursue. The situation currently even sees accredited media banned from filming or photographing any Senator who does not have the call.

Major policy reforms are often announced leading into elections (look no further than Victorian Labor’s rate-capping policy), so now is an opportune time for MAV State Council to seek commitments from the major Federal parties to match the integrity regimes they operate in a majority of Australian states.

1.2 Approves the following motions for consideration at 2016 ALGA National General Assembly.

Subject:  Participation by local government in the Ecocity World Summit, Melbourne, July 2017 

Motion:
That the 2016 National General Assembly encourages all Australian councils and local government peak bodies to support and get involved in the Ecocity World Summit to be held in Melbourne between 12 and 14 July 2017 through actions such as, but not limited to, the following:
1. Noting Summit details in council and community event calendars and newsletters.

2. Promotion through council and local government peak body publications and websites.

3. Sending council representatives to the Summit.

4. Submitting papers and/or presentations to the secretariat as the Summit program develops.

5. Considering running a local government forum around the Summit themes concurrently with the Ecocity World Summit.

6. Considering how councils might connect with visiting international delegates to further explore and advance local opportunities.

National significance:

For the first time in almost 25 years an Australian city will play host to the prestigious Ecocity World Summit, providing recognition for the sustainability credentials of Melbourne and Australian local government generally.

The role and importance of cities in mitigation and adaptation to climate change was formally recognised in the final COP21 agreement reached in Paris in 2015.  At COP21, cities, and especially C40 cities, were hailed by national leaders and global media as the leading thinkers and doers. 12 Australian cities are committed to the Compact of Mayors including Joondalup, Mandurah, Moreland, Melbourne, Perth, Sydney and Adelaide.

The influence of cities will be significant and at the forefront of the impacts of, and the solutions to, climate change. Currently 53 per cent of the world’s population live in cities, with that percentage expected to grow to over 70 per cent by 2050. 

Local government plays a key role in responding to climate change through planning and implementing local initiatives and programs. There are excellent examples of local initiatives where positive change has occurred such as through investment in new technology. The success and liveability of big cities requires careful attention to prosperity and sustainability of cities and innovation is key to the meeting the needs and challenges of changing cities.

Background:
The Ecocity World Summit, which is held every two years, is the longest running international conference for ecological city design, development and function and provides an opportunity for leaders to collaborate with delegates to help drive the eco-city movement.

In 2015 Melbourne was announced as the host city for the 2017 Summit which will take place between 12 and 14 July 2017. The Summit will adopt the theme of ‘Changing Cities’ as it explores the central role of cities and the challenges that come with increasingly urbanised communities. It will focus on the diversity of challenges across four interconnecting themes namely, ecology, economy, politics and culture.

It is anticipated that around 2,000 leading international urban planners, architects and environmental specialists will gather in Melbourne to discuss world-leading sustainable city initiatives. It is anticipated that Michael Bloomberg will attend in his capacity as the United Nation’s Secretary-General’s Special Envoy for Cities and Climate Change. The appointment will allow Mr Bloomberg to engage cities and nations in creating more ambitious goals around climate change mitigation and adaptation.
Planning is underway for the 2017 Summit and it is now opportune for councils across Australia to consider the ways in which they promote the event and participate in the debate and sharing of information and experience. This can occur through the event or by hosting localised forums linked to the Summit theme.

All councils are encouraged to stay connected with planning for the Summit through the website Ecocity World Summit 2017
. As program details further develop, councils will be able identify ways in which they can participate and contribute to the debate.

Participation by the City of Melbourne provides an opportunity to further demonstrate its strategic role and sustainability credentials as well as leadership and capacity as a best practice urban model.

Subject: Good governance and transparency in councillor expenses
Motion:

That the 2016 National General Assembly of ALGA endorses the following transparency and disclosure principles:

1. Councillor expense claims should be fully disclosed periodically on the council website. 

2. International travel by councillors should be pre-approved at an open council or committee meeting, including the likely cost to ratepayers of the proposed travel.

National significance:

As the tier of government closest to the community, local government has the opportunity to take real and proactive steps to demonstrate leadership in good governance and transparent government. Measures such as those proposed in this motion will build community confidence in local government and set a strong example for other tiers of government to follow.

Background:
From time to time, there are media reports of excess when it comes to councillor expense claims, particularly related to travel expenditure. The best way to rebuild public trust on this question is to adopt a “sunlight is the best disinfectant” approach to disclosure. The City of Melbourne has been disclosing councillor expense claims on a quarterly basis online for over 15 years and it is now just business-as-usual which is not publically debated.

Any excesses will be automatically disclosed, which encourages good practice.

Similarly, travel disclosure ensures that councils strive to minimise the cost and frequency of travel and explain to their communities where elected officials are going and why.

City of Melbourne has been adopting this travel disclosure approach – including a requiring a report back to open council after international trips – for many years and the public supports the pro-active embrace of maximum transparency.

It is a model which should be encouraged on a national basis.

Endorsing this motion would also be a good pro-active response to last year’s report related to undisclosed councillor travel by the Western Australian Crime and Misconduct Commission. 
Subject: Need for a Federal Independent Commission against Corruption
Motion:

That the 2016 ALGA National General Assembly:

1. Supports the establishment of an independent Federal government agency with a specific mandate to investigate, expose and prosecute corruption in areas of public administration directly overseen by the Federal Government, including the conduct of Federal Members of Parliament;

2. Requests the ALGA President write to the leaders of all political parties represented in the Federal Parliament informing them of the National General Assembly’s position.

National significance:

The four largest Australian states of New South Wales, Queensland, Victoria and Western Australia have now all established independent integrity authorities to expose and prosecute state-based corruption. The lack of an equivalent Federal body is a gaping hole in the integrity system of public administration in Australia. Public confidence in elected officials remains low in Australia and this would be boosted by a well-resourced Federal agency with a mandate to maintain high standards in public administration.

Background:

Leading into a prospective 2 July 2016 Double Dissolution election triggered by the likely defeat of legislation related to trade union governance and corruption issues, there has been extensive public debate about the need for a broader Federal anti-corruption body.

At the moment, corruption issues in the Federal sphere are often referred to the Federal Police which conduct inquiries that provide little public visibility into the conduct in question.

An agency with powers to call witnesses, hold public hearings and issue public reports not necessarily associated with the laying of criminal charges would lift the standard of Federal government administration and provide assurance to the public that enough checks and balances are in place at all levels of government.

By way of example, Victorian councillors currently operate under an integrity system which regulates behaviour far more closely than state and federal MPs on questions such as gifts, donations, bias and conflicts of interest.

In addition, councillors can be referred to the Local Government Inspectorate for investigation or be subjected to a Councillor Conduct Panel.

At the Federal level, there are much less integrity measures which apply to MPs, save for decisions taken by groups of MPs themselves in the two Federal Houses of Parliament or through the committee system.

Scrutiny of Federal MPs is often difficult to pursue. The situation currently even sees accredited media banned from filming or photographing any Senator who does not have the call.

Major policy reforms are often announced leading into elections so now is an opportune time for ALGA National General Assembly to seek commitments from the major Federal parties to match the integrity regimes they operate in a majority of Australian states.

1.3 Authorises the Lord Mayor to nominate up to two Councillors to represent the City of Melbourne at the ALGA National General Assembly in Canberra between 19 and 22 June 2016 at an estimated cost of $3351 per Councillor.

Agenda item 7.1
Notice of Motion, Councillor Oke: Submission on Western Distributor Environment Effects Statement
Resolved:

That the Future Melbourne Committee notes the submission by Council officers in response to the Western Distributor Environmental Effects Statement scoping requirements, included as Attachment 1 of the Notice of Motion.
� http://myviews.justice.vic.gov.au/vcat-fees-regulations-2016


� http://www.ecocity2017.com





