Melbourne Conversations
Melbourne to Rio+20: Shaping our future, telling your stories

Local organisations go to Rio for Earth Summit 2012 to assess and stimulate the world’s progress towards a sustainable future. Expert commentators will discuss the opportunities and challenges. There will be a greater opportunity and more time than usual to join in and make a contribution. OurSay, the digital democracy organisation, will launch the campaign to capture your burning questions, eco-stories and achievements.  
Date: 
Wednesday 29 February 2012

Time: 
6:00 to 8:00pm 

Venue:
Melbourne Town Hall
Panellists
Professor Kate Auty became Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability in June 2009. She has worked in agriculture and academia, as a solicitor in her own law firm, and as a barrister. She was a senior lawyer for the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Victoria, Tasmania and Western Australia. In 2008 and 2009, she held the Chair of the Ministerial Reference Council on Climate Change Adaptation and was a member of the Premier’s Reference Committee on Climate Change. Kate recently accepted an appointment as Adjunct Professor in the LaTrobe Institute for Social and Environmental Sustainability Centre. 

Geoff Lawler is Director of City Planning and Infrastructure, City of Melbourne one of 5 Directors reporting to the Chief Executive of the City of Melbourne. Geoff is a member of the City of Melbourne’s Corporate Management Team and is responsible for the performance of the City Planning and Infrastructure Division that purpose to advise the Council on city planning for the sustainable development of Melbourne through research, policy development and planning. Geoff joined the City of Melbourne in 1996 after 17 years working for the Victorian Public Service in a variety of heritage and urban planning roles.


Ellen Sandell is National Director, Australian Youth Climate. Previously as General Manager and Victorian Director of AYCC she has overseen the growth of the AYCC from a small organisation that began in 2006 to a large non-profit with 65,000 members today. In 2009 Ellen was featured in The Age Melbourne Magazine as one of the top 100 influential Melburnians of 2009, and was recognised as Melbourne’s leading environmentalist, winning the Melbourne Awards for Individual Contribution to the Environment 2009. Ellen has worked as a Policy Adviser in the Office of Climate Change in the Victorian Department of Premier and Cabinet, and as a research student studying plant genetics at the CSIRO. Ellen regularly speaks and writes on climate change issues, and has been published in The Age, the National Times, ABC’s Unleashed, Peppermint magazine and more.

Emeritus Prof. Chris Wallace-Crabbe AM has a worldwide reputation as poet, while his most recent books of verse include Telling a Hawk from a Handsaw and the forthcoming New and Selected Poems. He chairs Australian Poetry Limited, and is a Professor Emeritus in The Australian Centre, University of Melbourne. Chris is also a public speaker and commentator on the visual arts.  Read It Again, a volume of critical essays, was published in 2005. Among other awards he has won the Dublin Prize for Arts and Sciences and the Christopher Brennan Award for Literature.

Prof. Robert Hill is the National President UN Association of Australia, former Chairman of the Australian Carbon Trust Ltd., now Low Carbon Australia Ltd and former Federal Minister for the Environment. Robert was leader of the government in the Senate from March 1996 until his resignation in January 2006. He served as Minister for the Environment 1996 – 1998, Minister for the Environment and Heritage 1998 – 2001, and Minister for Defence from 2001 – 2006. In July 2009, Robert was appointed by Prime Minister Kevin Rudd as Chairman of the Australian Carbon Trust. In April 2010, he commenced a term as Chancellor of the University of Adelaide.


Moderator: Rob Gell BSc (Hons) FRGS FEIANZ, is the Director of World Wind Pty Ltd and an environmental and communications consultant. Rob is a coastal geomorphologist by training and works as an environmental and communications consultant; he began his career as an academic teaching Environmental Science and Physical Geography at Melbourne State College and Melbourne University, then for more than thirty years presented television weather. He is Chairman of the UNESCO Western Port Biosphere and of Wildlife Victoria and is a member for the Victorian Coastal Council and the Commissioner for Environmental Sustainability’s Reference Group.  He was a director of Greening Australia for thirteen years, seven years as Victorian President and three years as national President concluding in 2011. Rob Gell is a uniquely qualified individual who has the respect of government, business, environmental groups and the community for his approach to sustainable development.
Presentation Partners

United Nations of Australia Association (UNAA)
The primary purpose of the UNAA is to raise awareness about the UN and its work and engage the Australian community on key issues that are on the UN agenda - from human rights to peacekeeping, from climate change to world trade.

The Melbourne Declaration

The UNAA, Victorian Division, has prepared the Discussion Draft of the Melbourne Declaration using the results of a series of forums held in 2011 on parts the Victorian economy. Anticipating the UN Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20) in June 2012, the Declaration highlights the relevance of the Conference to Victoria, the need for a transition in Victoria to a more sustainable economy and the steps by which that might be achieved. 

Your comments on the draft by 31 March would be very welcome.  To read it and provide comments please visit the UNAA website: www.unaavictoria.org.au 

OurSay.org Information

OurSay.org was started by a team of young people who are passionate about harnessing the power of social media to revitalise critical participation in our democracy. OurSay is committed to shifting the way organisations make decisions and the way the communities and stakeholders engage in the issues most important to them by giving people direct access to people in positions of power. 

How to capture your stories and be involved: www.rioplus20.oursay.org 

Melbourne Conversations is a City of Melbourne initiative.
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