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APPENDIX A – Draft Schedule to the Heritage Overlay 
 

The following draft schedule includes existing and recommended heritage overlays (both individual sites and 
precincts) within the suburb of Melbourne located within the City North area. 
 
There is an existing heritage overlay at 226-228 Pelham Street (HO83) that is recommended to be split into two 
separate heritage overlays because the buildings are from different periods. For convenience sake in the draft schedule, 
the existing heritage overlay number has been retained for 'one part' and the 'second part' left blank at this stage. It 
will be necessary to assign a new heritage overlay number to the 'second part' or it may be appropriate to assign a 
new number to both parts. 
 
The recommended individual heritage overlays are listed in order of street address and subsequently the precincts are 
listed. Note that there is one existing precinct listed, the Queen Victoria Market (HO7), because a citation had not 
previously been prepared. Although the Queen Victoria Market is also included on the VHR, the boundaries of the 
precinct vary with the two authorities with the area covered by the City of Melbourne listing being broader than that 
listed by Heritage Victoria. 
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SCHEDULE TO THE HERITAGE OVERLAY  
 

PS  
Map  
Ref 

Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply? 

Internal 
Alteration 
Controls 
Apply? 

Tree  
Controls 
Apply? 

Out-buildings 
or fences 
which are not 
exempt under 
Clause 43.01-4 

Included on 
the Victoria 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Heritage Act 
1995? 

Prohibited 
uses may 
be 
permitted? 

Name of 
Incorporated 
Plan under 
Clause  
43.01-2 

Aboriginal 
Heritage 
Place? 

HO20 Former Furniture Factory 
109-115 Berkeley Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

HO83 Former Residence 
226 Pelham Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

HO- House 
228 Pelham Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

HO100 Warehouse 
278 Queensberry Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Factory 
54-56 A'Beckett Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Car Showroom 
58-60 A'Beckett Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Store 
104 A'Beckett Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Factory 
144-148 A'Beckett Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former A G Way & Co Factory (2) 
186-190 A'Beckett Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Factory 
197-199 Berkeley Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Gladstone Motors Building 
213-221 Berkeley Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 
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PS  
Map  
Ref 

Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply? 

Internal 
Alteration 
Controls 
Apply? 

Tree  
Controls 
Apply? 

Out-buildings 
or fences 
which are not 
exempt under 
Clause 43.01-4 

Included on 
the Victoria 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Heritage Act 
1995? 

Prohibited 
uses may 
be 
permitted? 

Name of 
Incorporated 
Plan under 
Clause  
43.01-2 

Aboriginal 
Heritage 
Place? 

 Former Veall's Building 
490-494 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former TAA Building 
42-50 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

No No No No No No - No 

 Former Cyclone Fencing Co factories 
63-67 Franklin Street and  
459-469 Swanston Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Burbank House (former Ferguson & Urie 
warehouse)  
96-102 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Store 
139-141 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No  No 

 Former A G Healing Building 
167-173 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Café Building 
213 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former A G Way & Co Factory (1) 
215 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former T A T Electric Co. factory 
225 Franklin Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Melbourne Terrace Apartments 
408-416 Queen Street, Melbourne 

No No No No No No - No 

 Oxford Hotel 
427-433 Swanston Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Former Dominion Can Company building 
386-412 William Street, Melbourne 

Yes No No No No No - No 



City North Heritage Review  Appendix A 
Melbourne (vol. 3) 

 
 
   A5 

PS  
Map  
Ref 

Heritage Place External 
Paint 
Controls 
Apply? 

Internal 
Alteration 
Controls 
Apply? 

Tree  
Controls 
Apply? 

Out-buildings 
or fences 
which are not 
exempt under 
Clause 43.01-4 

Included on 
the Victoria 
Heritage 
Register 
under the 
Heritage Act 
1995? 

Prohibited 
uses may 
be 
permitted? 

Name of 
Incorporated 
Plan under 
Clause  
43.01-2 

Aboriginal 
Heritage 
Place? 

HO7 Queen Victoria Market Precinct Yes No No No No No - No 

 Elizabeth Street (CBD) Precinct  
413-503 Elizabeth Street 

Yes No No No No No - No 

 Elizabeth Street North (Boulevard) 
Precinct  
518-700 and 525-701 Elizabeth Street 

Yes No No No No No - No 
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QUEEN VICTORIA MARKET PRECINCT (HO7)  
 
 

Address Refer schedule 

Date/period 1869 onwards/mostly Victorian and Interwar 

Building type Commercial 

Grading Refer schedule 

Previous Grading Refer schedule 

 
 

Meat Hall, 1869 
 
 

Meat Hall with 1884 façade 

65-81 Victoria St Sheds K + L, Queen St

 
Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The land and all the buildings located on the Queen Victoria Market site and bound by Peel Street (west), Victoria Parade 
(north), Elizabeth Street (east), as well as Therry and Franklin Streets (south). This includes the meat and dairy halls, 
substation to Therry Street, all the sheds (A-F and H-M), the shops to Elizabeth Street (nos 507-523) and Victoria Street 
(nos 65-159) and the stores to Franklin Street (nos 160-196). 
 
In addition, several adjacent and nearby shops: 
 

 the east side of Elizabeth Street between Therry and Victoria Streets (nos 510-16); 
 east side of Queen Street between Franklin and Therry Streets (nos 422-460); 
 the south side of Therry Street between Queen and Elizabeth Streets (nos 97-141); and 
 two earlier, 19th century warehouses in Franklin Street (nos 126-130 and 132-140). 

 
How is it Significant? 
The Queen Victoria Market precinct is of historic, social and aesthetic significance to the City of Melbourne. 
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Why is it Significant? 
The Queen Victoria Market precinct is of historic and social significance as Melbourne's premier market in operation for 
over 130 years (since the late 1870s), with origins dating back to 1859. It is the last surviving 19th century market 
established by the City of Melbourne, and has been an important hub of social life in the city. The Meat Hall, the oldest 
extant building, was constructed in 1869. It is one of the earliest, purpose-built market complexes in Australia, with its 
single span roof only the second of its type when erected. The market has evolved throughout its history in line with 
changing requirements, with several phases of expansion. 
(AHC Criteria A4, B2 and G1) 
 
The Queen Victoria Market precinct is of aesthetic significance as a fine example of a Victorian era market which retains 
much of its original 19th century fabric intact. Its present configuration is largely that which was established by the end 
of the Interwar period. Architecturally, there is a mixture of utilitarian buildings – the sheds – and more elaborate brick 
buildings, with the most exuberant being the 1884 façade of the Meat Hall, by noted architect William Salway. The later 
but more intact Dairy Produce Hall (1929) features a distinctive Georgian Revival style to the upper part of the façade in 
combination with Art Deco style to the lower part (canopy, tiling and shop fronts).The groups of shops to Victoria and 
Elizabeth Streets are rare examples of such extensive, intact rows of Victorian period commercial buildings, as are the 
Interwar period shops to Franklin Street. 
(AHC Criteria E1) 
 
Description 
The precinct covers a large area comprising approximately 7 hectares, extending between Peel Street (west), Victoria 
Parade (north), Elizabeth Street (east), as well as Therry and Franklin Streets (south). The site gradually slopes towards the 
east and is bisected by Queen Street, dividing the precinct into two parts: a larger western or upper section and a smaller 
eastern or lower section. 
 
Much of the perimeter is occupied by enclosed buildings, shops and warehouses, except Peel Street, where the large 
sheds are widely visible. Buildings and structures occupy much of the site except for the large car parking area at the 
south-western end. The building stock is low-scale comprising a mixture of single and two storey structures (or their 
equivalent). The Victorian period buildings externally are either face brick (e.g. the bichrome groups to Victoria Street) or 
have a stucco finish (for instance Elizabeth Street, west side). The Interwar period buildings (e.g. both sides of Therry 
Street, warehouses to Franklin Street) typically have a combination of brick and stucco (to the parapet and/or architraves). 
 
Timber-framed openings, such as double-hung sash windows, distinguish the 19th century buildings (e.g. Victoria Street) 
from those of the Interwar period, which are typically multi-paned and have metal-framed openings (e.g. Therry and 
Franklin Streets). The most distinctive buildings are the Meat and Dairy Produce halls, and the intact groups of shops 
from the 19th century (west side of Elizabeth and Victoria Streets). 
 
The sheds occupy about half the area and have a consistent form regardless of age of construction, though the materials 
typically relate to the period of construction. All sheds have gable roofs clad in corrugated sheet metal, mostly with 
timber supports (Victoria and Federation periods), though the later examples (Interwar period) have steel supports, 
however all have a steel truss roof frame. The gable ends are mostly clad in timber boards, as are the pediments to the 
open aisles between sheds. A continuous verandah extends across the front of the sheds on both the Peel and Queen 
Streets, with cast iron columns and some steel components (bracing). 
 
Refer to the schedule for details of the individual buildings. 
 
History 
From 1837, land on what is now the upper part of the Queen Victoria Market site was being used as Melbourne's second 
cemetery, after Flagstaff Hill was briefly used for internments.1 The Old Melbourne Cemetery occupied over half the 
subject site and was bound by Franklin Street (south), Queen Street (east), Peel Street (west) and Fulton Street (north, 
about where shed C is located). It was divided into sections according to faith.2 The Old Melbourne Cemetery was 
delineated on the 1855 Kearney Plan, surrounded by substantial areas of gardens and a slightly different configuration of 
streets to the east, in part due to the presence of a semi-circular garden bed in Queen Street.3 It was in turn superseded 

                                                 
1  David Dunstan, 'Cemeteries' in A. Brown-May,& S. Swain, Encyclopaedia of Melbourne, Melbourne 2005, p119 
2  Robert Hoddle, 'Town of Melbourne – Plan of Settlement of Port Phillip, M301C', reproduced in M. Lewis, Melbourne – The 

City's History and Development', p147. A cattle market was to be located to the north side of Victoria Street. 
3  James Kearney, 'Melbourne and its Suburbs', 1855 [State Library of Victoria] 
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by the Melbourne General Cemetery in Carlton from 1853. Subsequently, burials were only permitted on previously 
purchased allotments or in family vaults until 1917, with the exception of a brief hiatus between 1864 and 1867.4 
 
In 1859 the first part of the site to be set aside for a wholesale vegetable market was the smaller, lower or eastern part 
(bounded by Victoria, Elizabeth, Therry and Queen Streets) of approximately 1 hectare. The Council erected a market 
shed and fenced the land, however, instead of it being used by market gardeners, it became a temporary horse, cattle, pig 
and hay market.5 The shed was orientated parallel to Elizabeth Street, roughly where the Meat Hall is located.6 A 
depiction of the building indicates that it was single storey with two parallel barrel roof sections.7 In 1867, this parcel of 
land was permanently reserved for general market purposes.8 Soon after, the first stage of the extant market was 
commenced when a dedicated meat hall was constructed in 1869. The original extent of the meat hall corresponds to 
about the eastern two-thirds of the extant building. The original dimensions were 78ft by 132ft (about 24 x 41 metres) and 
it featured a central cartway with stalls to either side.9 It was described as follows: 

From the front the building exhibits no remarkable architectural features; the side view, however is effective, the 

monotony of the wall being broken into arched recesses, surmounted by semi-circular lights and ventilators. The roof, 

which is of iron, is with one exception, the largest span in the colony. 

The meat market was intended as a wholesale market, however within about a decade, had been converted to a retail 
fish and meat market because the stalls were found to be too small and the rents too expensive.10 For a few years there 
was also a wood market on land near Therry Street.11 
 
The next major phase began during the late 1870s and continued to about 1890. Land to the north of the Old Melbourne 
Cemetery (including Fulton Street, and parcels of land between it and Victoria Street), as well as the northern part of the 
cemetery, was made available for market purposes under the Melbourne General Market Site Act of 1877, and more than 
doubled the precinct to about 4.5 acres (1.8 ha).12 Only three graves from the northern part of the Old Melbourne 
Cemetery had to be relocated, corresponding to the sections that had been designated for Jews, Aborigines and Society 
of Friends (Quakers).13 Request for tenders 'for erection of wholesale vegetable market, on ground bounded by Victoria, 
Queen and Peel Streets', were made in October 1877 by the City of Melbourne.14 The site henceforth became known as 
the Queen Victoria Market and the expanded facilities, costing about £20,000, were opened on 20 March 1878, though 
they were partially incomplete. Works included the eastern part of Sheds A to F, which were described as such: 

The market buildings consist of six long parallel open sheds. Five of these sheds are 48ft in width, and are divided into 

three parts, a raised asphalted footpath with kerbing occupying the centre, whilst on each side there is accommodation 

for drays and their horses, the carts backing onto the kerbing.15 

The sheds (A to E) to the upper market were built as temporary facilities for the stall holders of the Eastern Market 
(corner Bourke and Exhibition Streets) whilst that was being renovated, however the wholesale stall holders did not 
return to this section on its completion.16 Originally, the sheds had separate verandahs and were not linked by the 
existing timber pediments.17 Contracts were let to reuse at least two of the barrel vaulted sheds from the Eastern Market, 

                                                 
4  Colin Cole,(ed.), Melbourne Markets 1841-1979, pp50-51 
5  Colin Cole,(ed.), Melbourne Markets 1841-1979, p47 
6  Henry Cox, 'Victoria-Australia, Port Phillip. Hobson Bay and River Yarra leading to Melbourne', 1864 [State Library of Victoria]. 

This plan also shows that the extant street configuration was established and that some development had commenced to the 
south side of Therry Street. 

7  Henry de Gruchy & Stephen Leigh, 'Isometrical Plan of Melbourne & Suburbs', 1866 [State Library of Victoria]. 
8  Victoria Government Gazette, 12 March 1867, p521 (2 acres, I rood, 21 perches); It appears on J Noone, 'Part of Township of 

Melbourne',,1875 (L.4896, State Library of Victoria) 
9  'The New Meat Market' Illustrated Australian News, 5/5/1869, p116 
10  Siu, Ling Hui, Queen Victorian Market: History, Recipes, Stories, pp13-14. Initially a new wholesale meat market was 

established on the opposite side of Victoria Street but in 1880 moved to much larger premises in Courtney Street, North 
Melbourne. 

11  Sands & McDougall’s directories, 1869 and 1872. In 1866, it was listed as the old cattle market (albeit on the wrong side of 
Therry Street). 

12  Preamble to Queen Victoria Market Lands Act 1996; Victoria Government Gazette, 30 August 1878, no. 92, p2138 
13  Ellen McCaughey & Mary Hoban, The Victoria Market, Melbourne 1984, p131. Only three Aboriginal graves were affected as 

the Jewish burials had all been in the western part, which was not included in the market at this stage, and there had been no 
Quaker burials.; National Trust of Australia {Victoria], Submission for the Preservation of the Queen Victoria Market, p18. The 
north-western corner (Victoria and Peel Streets) became the Orderly Room Reserve (it had been at the corner of Victoria and 
Queen Streets); Refer to J. Noone, 'Part of Township of Melbourne', 1875 (L.4896,  State Library of Victoria) 

14  The Argus, 3 October 1877, p3 
15  The Argus, 22 April 1878, p6 
16  Ling Hui Siu, Queen Victorian Market: History, Recipes, Stories, p16 
17  Ellen McCaughey & Mary Hoban, The Victoria Market, p34 
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which were only 20 years old, however this work did not eventuate, and three new sheds, G to I, were constructed to the 
lower part of the Queen Victoria Market.18 
 
In 1880 a small triangular parcel of land on Elizabeth Street was reserved for market purposes.19 It had been part of the 
road reserve and its acquisition allowed for development at this end of the site in 1884, when the city architect William 
Salway designed eight, two storey shops on Elizabeth Street (nos 507-23). At the same time, a new, more elaborate 
rendered façade was added to the Meat Hall; with a frieze depicting agricultural animals on the pediment above the 
entrance by sculptor, John Simpson McKennel.20 A few years later, the two storey shops (nos 65-81) and most of the 
single storey shops (nos 83-129) along Victoria Street were constructed. 
 
By 1894 the northern half of the market was mostly developed in a configuration similar to the current circumstances. 
There were some minor differences however, such as butchers’ stalls along the north side of Therry Street. Also, at this 
time only Shed C extended to Peel Street, and there were some different buildings/structures along Peel Street in front of 
sheds A-B, and D-F which have since been removed. The adjoining areas, such as the south side of Therry Street and east 
side of Queen Street, were mostly developed, although with a different mix of buildings to the extant group. The only 
non-market building at this stage was the warehouse at 126-130 Franklin Street.21 
 
Further land (about ¼ acre) was acquired in 1904 at the corner of Peel and Victoria Streets (the former Orderly Room 
Reserve or drill hall).22 In 1911 various works were undertaken, with at least some being awarded to T. Coate. In January a 
tender for £3,139 was recommended to be approved, and in December a new shed was approved for £2,696, though this 
may be for the same project.23 These works were part of a broader program estimated to cost £16,000, described as: 

Spaces will be enlarged and re-arranged, new allotments will be opened to Elizabeth Street and large, cool dust-proof 

structures for the sale of meat, cheese and butter will be provided.24 

By this stage, the Queen Victoria Market had become the main market in Melbourne and there was great pressure for 
additional land as stall holders from the Western Market (corner of Market and Collins Streets) were also wanting space 
there. The Council was slow to respond to this situation and it was not until 1917 that the Melbourne General Market 
Lands Act was passed, ushering in a period of major expansion and alteration.25 
 
It was during the Interwar period that the Queen Victoria Market reached its full extent in terms of land area. The first 
step was the acquisition of the remaining southern part of the Old Melbourne Cemetery, about 2.4 hectares. 
Commencing in 1920, some 8000 graves had to be re-interred, many to Fawkner Cemetery. The work was completed by 
April 1922 and the land was reserved for market purposes in December 1922.26 Subsequently, there was a flurry of 
construction activity beginning with the single storey shops at the corner of Peel and Victoria Streets (1923), followed by 
the Dairy Hall and adjacent substation (1928) and the long groups of single storey buildings, including those at 160-196 
Franklin Street (1930). There were initially two rows of the latter, which were employed as stores for tenants from the 
Western Market, which was to be closed. This section of the precinct was known as Market Square, and was entered by a 
formal arch to both Queen and Peel Streets, adjacent to a row of smaller buildings.27 More sheds were also erected: the 
western parts of sheds D-F (1922), sheds K+L (1923), which were designed for easy vehicle access, and another three 
(where the car park is now located), sheds M-O (1930+36), of which only shed M survives.28 It was also during this period 
that most of the adjacent shops were constructed on the east side of Queen Street (Munro's Corner), the south side of 
Therry Street (nos 97-141) and the east side of Elizabeth Street (nos 506-16), on land owned by the City of Melbourne. 
 

By the late 1940s, the market once again reached its capacity, and so in 1956, land was granted for a new wholesale 
market on Footscray Road, West Melbourne, though it was another thirteen years before it was opened. In 1971 
Melbourne City Council proposed to re-develop the Queen Victoria Market precinct, however these plans faced 

                                                 
18  Colin Cole, (ed.), Melbourne Markets 1841-1979, pp43-44, 48 
19  Victoria Government Gazettes no. 11, 6 February 1880, p325 (restated no 23, 5 March 1880, p540). The area was 28 and 3/10 

perches (0.72ha) and possibly was a small slice of land on the west side of Elizabeth Street. 
20  Queen Victoria Market Heritage Trail, www.qvm.com.au/self_guided_market_history_tour.aspx, viewed May 2011 
21  MMBW Plan 25 (1894) and Detail Plan 1025+1026 (1895) 
22  Preamble to Queen Victoria Market Lands Act 1996; National Trust of Australia {Victoria], Submission for the Preservation of 

the Queen Victoria Market, p19. The area was 1 rood and 7 perches. 
23  Building, 12.1.1911, pp44+46 and 12.12.1911, p96. M Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, record nos 38,232 and 38,212. 
24  Building, 12.2.1911, p27. M Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, record nos 38,175 
25  Ling Hui Siu, Queen Victorian Market: History, Recipes, Stories, p16 
26  Colin Cole, (ed.), Melbourne Markets 1841-1979, p59. Victoria Government Gazette, 20 December 1922, p3472 
27  Refer to images Ellen McCaughey & Mary Hoban, The Victoria Market, pp152+170 
28  National Trust of Australia {Victoria], Submission for the Preservation of the Queen Victoria Market, p5. The sheds to the car 

park area are visible on an aerial, refer SLV image no: rg000554. 
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considerable resistance from the community; with the formation of the 'Keep Victoria Market Association' and the 
National Trust successfully campaigned to have the site protected. In 1973 the Builders Labourers Federation also placed 
a black ban on demotion at the site. As a result of community resistance, the City of Melbourne and the State government 
undertook refurbishment of the market precinct.29 This included extending the Meat Hall to Queen Street, using second-
hand bricks that closely matched those of the original building. The refurbishment was managed by the Melbourne City 
Council architect.30 Other works have included repairs to the late Victorian, single storey shops which had been boarded 
up by the 1970s, and reinstating verandahs to the shops along both Elizabeth and Victoria Streets.   
 
Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Queen Victoria Market precinct be retained in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. 
 
Extent of Designation 
It is recommended that two shops on the west side of Elizabeth Street, nos 489-99 and 501-503 be removed from the 
extent of the overlay and included in another heritage overlay. It is however recommended that the group of shops 
opposite on Elizabeth Street, nos 506-16, be included as they form part of the square in front of the market and part of the 
expansive phases that occurred during the mid-20th century. 
 
Previous Studies/Identification 
Central Activities District Conservation Study 1985, Graeme Butler & Associates 
 
References 
Brown-May, Andrew and Shurlee Swain (eds.), The Encyclopaedia of Melbourne, Cambridge University Press, 2005, p 583 
Cole, Colin (ed.), Melbourne Markets 1841-1979: The Story of Fruit and Vegetable Markets in the City of Melbourne, 
Melbourne 1980, pp47-66 
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Meredith Gould Architects Pty Ltd, 'Queen Victoria Market: Review of Height Controls', 5 January 2005 
McCaughey, Ellen & Mary Hoban, The Victoria Market, Melbourne 1984 

National Trust of Australia [Victoria], Submission for the Preservation of the Queen Victoria Market, 1973 
Siu, Ling Hui, Queen Victorian Market: History, Recipes, Stories, Melbourne 2003 
 
 
 

                                                 
29  Colin Cole,.(ed.), Melbourne Markets 1841-1979, pp63-66; Ling Hui Siu, Queen Victorian Market: History, Recipes, Stories, 

pp18-19 
30  Ellen McCaughey & Mary Hoban, The Victoria Market, pp 194-195 
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Queen Victoria Market Precinct (HO7) 
 Schedule 
 
 

Name Address Proposed 
Grading 
 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

Shops 506-16 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C1 - 1922/ 

Interwar 

By the end of the 19th century, there was limited development on this land. Constructed as 
showrooms, office and shops, the verandah was added in 1923. 

2 storey shops, red brick with stuccoed bands. The parapet steps down from the Victoria Street 
corner, which features a tower element with a flagpole, and the façade is divided into bays with 
Tuscan Order pilasters. Modern, sliding aluminium-framed windows replaced earlier multi-
paned types. Several elaborate stained glass windows (with Art Nouveau style glass with panels 
and sinuous floral motifs) survive at the north end, though one of the distinctive burnished frame 
with arched entry (to a pair of shops) also survives at the southern end. 

Shops 507-523 Elizabeth St, 
Melbourne 

C1 C1 1884/ 

Victorian 

2 storey shops in two groups of four, separated by pedimented arched way with a cast iron 
verandah, which have been reinstated, extending across the group. The walls have a grey 
stuccoed finish with tooled lines. To the first floor, the pairs of windows are set in recessed 
arches with a keystone and are separated by pilasters with Tuscan Order capitals. The pilasters 
flanking each shop extend to the simple entablature with brackets and there are orbs to the 
parapet. At ground level, the metal-framed shopfronts with a brass/burnished finish (the 
manufacturer's name is difficult to determine) are largely intact with recessed entries, and 
stained glass and leadlight in a lozenge and diamond pattern above (two types are evident). 
Some also have a band with rectangles and a central panel (south end). 

Designed by William Salway and built by Kinnaird & McMullen for about £7000. The shop at the 
southern corner with a timber shop front was originally a post office. 

Meat Hall 525 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

A1 A1 1869 (façade 
1884)/ 
Victorian 

A large, double height building. Initially setback with a plainer façade treatment (similar to the 
extension at the western end, Queen St), constructed by P. Cunningham for about £3,800. 

The extant façade was added by William Salway in 1884. These works were undertaken by 
Kinnaird & McMullen for about £3300. The stuccoed façade has paired Giant Order pilasters on 
tall pedestals, arched thermal windows, and recessed sections, some with doorways. The 
pediment has smaller pilasters, a central raked section with tympanum (concealing the lantern), 
bottled balustrading and orbs. The bas-relief in the tympanum features various animals and was 
the work of sculptor, John Simpson McKennel. Sections of the original bi-chrome treatment and 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 
 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

arcading to the side walls are visible. A small goods section was added to the west end (Queen 
Street) in 1906, however the current western extension dates to the 1980s. It has a wider façade 
than at the east end because of the differing relationship to the street. 

There were initially five doorways with timber doors to the façade, the outer two of which have 
been infilled. 

Warehouse 126-130 Franklin Street, 
Melbourne 

D3 D3 19th century/

Victorian 

3 storey, masonry warehouse with basalt plinth and stuccoed façade, which appears to have 
been recently renewed without tooled lines. The façade consists of three separate bays, each 
with three windows. There are cornices at each level, with the most prominent (with brackets) 
being to the first floor. 

Former Gordon & 
Gotch warehouse 
(Concord House) 

132-140 Franklin Street, 
Melbourne 

D3 D3 1898/ 

Victorian 

Designed by architects F. Crook & N. Barnet and constructed by Clements Langford. The 
additional storey was probably added in 1968. The originally single storey warehouse has a rock-
faced basalt plinth with red brick walls, now painted. There are six bays, four with pairs of 
windows. Bullnose bricks have been used extensively to the openings and the panels below the 
windows, and the basement windows have been blocked up. 

Warehouses 160-176 and 180-196  
Franklin Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C3 1930/ 

Interwar 

Two groups of single storey warehouses, which have a panelled parapet with curved profile to 
the main façade (south) and a rectangular parapet to the secondary façade (north). Originally 
there were four windows to the gable roof to the north elevation, above the verandah, but these 
have been filled in/boarded over. Pilasters are also barely visible above the broad canopies with 
panelled edges. The upper part of the walls has a stucco finish and the lower part is of red brick. 
The south elevation typically has large, central, paired timber doors with a flanking, multi-paned 
window either side, many of which have sheeting or bars over. 

There had been another row of similar warehouses to the north. 

Sheds A-E Peel Street, Melbourne A1 A1 1878, 1905 
(west part 
A-C), 1922 
(east part D-
E) 

The first stage was constructed by James Thurgood of Hotham. They have been extended in 
several stages. Shed C, which was initially slightly shorter, was extended to Peel Street by 1894. 
All sheds were extended to Queen Street in 1903, sheds A + B were extended to Peel Street in 
1905, and sheds D to F were extended to Peel Street in 1922. The extensions at the west end 
(Peel St) are demarcated by wider overhangs. 

Plain gable ends are clad with timber boards to the sheds, alternating with a more decorative 
timber pediment. A verandah extends in front with cast iron columns with a plain shaft and a 
decorative fringe in front of a metal fascia. The roof is steel-framed and has a cantilever with 
bracket and a bracing frieze extends between the capitals. 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 
 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

Due to the slope of the site, the roof is configured in stepped sections with steel trusses and clad 
in corrugated metal sheeting with some translucent panels. There are curved brackets to the 
outer edges. The large timber posts generally have a pyramidal basalt pad footing, though these 
are often largely obscured by asphalt paving, and a curvilinear capital/bracket in between the 
beams that extend along the length of the sheds, all with chamfered edges. 

Shed F Peel Street, Melbourne A1 It seems 
that this 
was not 
previously 
graded. 

Wall 1878 & 
sheds  

The wall formed part of the boundary of the Old Melbourne Cemetery. 

Thomas Walker was engaged in 1877 to construct the attached shed for £2,197. The shed was 
initially open and individual stalls may have been introduced circa 1890, by which time it was 
being used for dairy products. 

It was extended to Peel Street (red brick section) in 1922. 

The eastern two-thirds have bi-chrome (brown and cream) brick walls with blind, segmental 
arches on the south side and the shops on the north side. 

Shed H-I Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

A1 A1 1878 Similar to Sheds A to E, although shed H appears to be the most intact (or possibly earlier). 
Initially longer, they were truncated during the 1920s to allow for the introduction of the Dairy 
Produce Hall. There had been a third shed adjacent to the meat hall, shed G, which was built 
1904/5 (probably transferred from the Eastern Market) and demolished 1980-82 to allow for 
expansion of meat market. 

Shed J Peel Street, Melbourne D1 Ungraded 1992 This area had been a road way. This structure is clearly identifiable as a recent insertion. It has 
concrete piers with steel poles, a fully glazed lantern, and a segmental arch canopy at either end. 

Sheds K + L Peel Street, Melbourne A1 A1 1923/ 

Interwar 

These two sheds have a basilica-like configuration of three gable roofs, consisting of a larger 
central gable with lantern sections, and smaller, outer gables. The timber-framed walls of the 
clerestory of the main gable, and those of the central lantern with arched roof, have multi-paned 
windows alternating with louvered sections. There are steel supports to these sheds and a 
central arched entry at either end. 

Shed M Peel Street, Melbourne C1 A1 1936 Built in 1936 for pea and bean merchants. A concrete floor about 30cm thick was installed to 
keep produce dry. It is one of three sheds of similar length that was constructed at this stage, 
however the other two, which were wider, have since been demolished (sheds N + O). 

This shed is narrower, more modest, steel-framed structure than the nearby sheds. Enclosed 
sections at either end have full-height roller-doors and currently there are several container-
pods installed in the intermediate area.  
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 
 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

Shop 422 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C 1964/Post 
war 

2 storey, distinctive design with bands of canted windows to the first floor. 

Warehouse 432-438 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C- c1915/ 

Federation 

2 storey, stuccoed pediment, flanked by simple piers, metal-framed windows to first floor. Non-
original verandah with lacework and fluted columns added since 1985 

Shop 440-446 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

D2 - 1955/Post 
war 

2 storey, first floor windows obscured. 

Shop 450 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

D2 - 1932(?)/ 

Interwar 

Single storey, altered in 1932, but may partly date to an earlier period. Brick walls, now painted. 
It has a broad parapet with an upper soldier course in a dogtooth format. Wide cantilevered 
canopy. Modern aluminium-framed openings. 

Shops 

(part of Munro's 
Corner) 

452-54 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C- 1935/ 

Interwar 

Single storey with wider southern shop and narrower, northern garage. Face, clinker brick with, 
soldier coursing to plinth and upper part of parapet. Pilasters have stucco finish and band above 
window, scalloped to upper and lower margins. 

Munro's Corner 456-60 Queen Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C- 1935/ 

Interwar 

Two storey, with glazed infill section at southern end. Similar detailing as nos 452-54 (soldier 
coursing and stucco band with scalloped margins). Multi-paned windows and French doors to 
first floor. Variety of opening types to ground floor shops. 

Produce Hall 50-60 Therry Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 C 1928/ 

Interwar 

An eclectic building with the upper level possessing principal characteristics of Georgian 
Revival style design in the vein of Sir John Soane. It is red brick with a prominent cornice and 
has three large arched windows to the central bay, flanked by a small rectangular window to 
each recessed, side bay. The multi-paned, metal-framed windows have moulded, stucco 
aedicules. The sawtooth roof however has timber-framed windows. Detailing below is more 
representative of the Art Deco style, including the awning with original metal sheeting, and the 
façade, which is clad with speckled tiles, including plinth and those to the entries. The original 
burnished shop fronts (Federal brand) survive with decorative glass (leadlight in geometric 
design). Internally, many original elements also survive. 

Substation 70-74 Therry Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C 1928/ 

Interwar 

The red brick building has a similar façade treatment as the upper part of the adjacent Produce 
Hall, with a cornice and series of stuccoed, blind arched niches. It has been extended to the 
west end without the same detailing. 

Shops 97-141 Therry Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C2 Interwar Extensive repair works were undertaken following a fire in 1945. There are 2 sections, nos 97-135 
& 137-141. Both parts are two storey red brick. The main section has stucco parapet and multi-
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 
 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

paned windows, though in varying rhythms and many covered by roller shutters. The smaller 
western end has steel-framed windows, some with hoppers and a wide entry with double doors. 
The shop fronts generally have textured bricks and timber-framed windows and may date to the 
mid-1940s. 

Shops 65-81 Victoria Street, 
Melbourne 

A1 B2 1889/ 

Victorian 

Designed by the City Surveyor's department, these were built by R. C. Brocon. 

They have slate clad roofs, chimneys and timber brackets to the chamfered corner at the 
western end. There is bi-chrome brickwork to the first floor, with cream bricks employed to the 
cornice, frieze and string mouldings. The ground floor façade has a stucco finish and consists of 
shop fronts and doorways to the first floor. The shop fronts have arched windows to the upper 
part and several decorative features including capitals, leafs to spandrels and a guilloche pattern 
to the lintel. Some early painted signage also survives. The façade has been improved by the 
removal of paint to the first floor and reinstatement of the cast iron verandahs. 

Shops (21) 83-129 Victoria Street, 
Melbourne 

A1 A1 1889-90/ 

Victorian 

Designed by the City Surveyor's department, these were built in two stages: east part (12 shops) 
by R. R. Vincent (1889) and western part (9 shops) by J. R. Allen (1890). They are single storey 
with slate clad roofs, partly concealed by the distinctive parapet with circles. The walls are bi-
chrome brick with cream brick employed to the cornices and some stuccoed elements (capitals 
and brackets). Remnants of black pointing are evident to the shaft of the pilasters. The shops 
have central recessed entries with French doors and a guilloche pattern to the lintel. Original 
shop fronts have arched window frames with capitals and decorative brackets to the spandrels 
(possibly cast iron). The shops are distinguished by both front and rear entries and the 
verandahs have been replaced. 

Shops 133-159 Victoria Street C1 C1 1923/ 

Interwar 

The detailing of this group at the corner of Peel Street differs from the adjacent shops along 
Victoria Street, including verandahs which were constructed later. The plain parapet has a 
stucco finish and the rectangular windows have smaller panes to the upper part and a stucco 
lintel above which extends across the façade. 
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ELIZABETH STREET PRECINCT 
 
 

Address 413-503 Elizabeth Street 

Date/period mid-1850s onwards/Victorian through to Postwar 

Building type Commercial 

Grading Refer schedule 

Previous Grading Refer schedule 

 
 

 
Former Lincare's, no. 413-417 
 

 
Former Royal Saxon Hotel, nos 441-445 

 
Nos 467-471 

 
Nos 473-481, nos 483-485, and part of former YWCA (nos 489-
499) 

 
Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The land and all the buildings located on the west side of Elizabeth Street, between A'Beckett and Therry Streets (nos 
413 to 503). Buildings from the mid-19th to the late 20th century, all contribute to the precinct. 
 
How is it Significant? 
The Elizabeth Street precinct is of historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Melbourne.   
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Why is it Significant? 
The Elizabeth Street precinct is of historic significance as it provides evidence of development in this part of Melbourne 
from its earliest days through to more recent times. This area quickly developed to offer a range of general suppliers and 
light industrial businesses due to its strategic location on the main road to the gold fields. Several buildings survive from 
the early 1850s phase of development, identified by the use of basalt. Other remnant buildings from the later parts of the 
19th century and turn of the 20th century represent the change to more substantial masonry buildings over time. There are 
also a few purpose built buildings associated with the car trade (their extensive glazing areas reflect different 
requirements of this building type) which reflect the key role that this part of Melbourne played in this industry, 
especially during the Interwar period. 
(AHC Criteria A4) 
 
The Elizabeth Street precinct is of aesthetic significance as a high quality and relatively intact (above street level) 
example of the building stock which retains a consistent low-scale building form indicative of 19th century patterns of 
development. Although interspersed with later buildings, it is one of the few parts of the CBD where this can still be 
appreciated to a substantial extent and over half the building stock dates to the 19th century/turn of the 20th century. 
The buildings from the later periods of development sit comfortably with their Victorian neighbours because they are of a 
similar scale, or in the instance of the former YWCA, the taller upper part is well setback from the street. Among the finest 
examples from the 19th century are the former Royal Saxon Hotel and adjacent shop (nos 441-47), as well as the former 
James McEwan & Co warehouse (no. 501-503). There are also two early, extensive rows of shops, consisting of over a 
third of the building stock within the precinct (nos 419-435 and 473-481), demonstrating another type that is relatively 
rare. Three Interwar buildings demonstrate the Art Deco and Functionalist styles (nos 413-417, 437-439, and 483-485). 
Most of the later buildings have distinctive forms – the former Commonwealth Bank (nos 463-65) and original part of the 
former E S & A Bank (nos 453-457), as well as the former YWCA (nos 489-499) – are good examples of Post-War 
Modernism and the Brutalist style. 
(AHC Criteria E1) 
 
Description 
The precinct extends along the west side of Elizabeth Street between A'Beckett Street to the south, and Therry Street to 
the north. The buildings are mostly low-scale, generally of two storeys, interspersed with a few three storeys buildings, 
along with two multi-storey examples. Over half date to the 19th/turn of the 20th century, about a quarter to the mid-20th 
century, and the rest to the later 20th century. 
 
Several Early Victorian period buildings survive, featuring basalt façades with restrained detailing. Included in this group 
are the former Royal Saxon Hotel (nos 441-445) and adjoining shop (no. 447) as well as the row of three shops at nos 467-
471. The stonework in each case has been painted. The upper part of the hotel is mostly brick and features more ornate 
window surrounds than the ground floor, especially the Mannerist treatment of the first floor, and may be part of the 
alterations undertaken in 1889. 
 
The next group probably date to the mid-Victorian period, and have stuccoed façades with some decorative elements. 
This period is well represented by the group of nine shops at nos 419-435, a two storey shop at no. 487, and the three 
storey warehouse at nos 501-503. The latter is the most elaborate of the group, with basalt pilasters to the ground floor 
and architraves to the upper level windows. Although much of the fabric to the rear of the former Currie & Richards site 
at nos 473-481 may date to the 19th century, the façade was probably remodelled in the Federation period (c.1900-1910) 
when wide plain friezes and channelled rustication was common, as was the use of less elaborate orders such as the 
Tuscan. 
 
Interspersed with the 19th century classically influenced buildings, are some Modernist influenced buildings of the mid-
20th century, both from the Interwar and Post-War period. Tellingly, these buildings have larger windows - metal-framed 
rather than timber-framed, and all have some sections of face brick work, often used in a decorative manner. This group 
includes the Art Deco style, Lincare's building at the corner of A'Beckett (no. 413-417), the former Victoria Car Services 
building (no. 437-439), and Henderson's Building (no. 483-85). The latter two in particular have extensive areas of glazing. 
 
Built during the mid to late 1950s, the two banks on opposite corners of Franklin Street are also of the Modernist style, 
however they are bolder in form and/or detailing. The former Commonwealth Bank (no. 463-465) on the north corner has 
a distinctive skillion form, brickwork pattern (now painted), and a canted front window (currently obscured). The former E 
S & A bank (no. 453-457) on the south corner, like much of Chancellor & Patrick's work, was influenced by the 
architecture of Frank Lloyd Wright and has an expressed stone wall. It has been altered by the addition of 10 storeys, 
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although a multi-storey building had been initially envisaged. The first of the multi-storey buildings however, dates to the 
mid-1970s, and is a good example of the Brutalist style, with its bold massing in off-form concrete. This building is set 
back on a podium base so that at street level it does not overwhelm the adjacent buildings. 
Refer to the schedule for further details of the individual buildings. 
 
History 
On a circa 1839-42 survey plan by Robert Hoddle, this part of Elizabeth Street was shown as being lightly wooded and 
had not been divided into Crown allotments, unlike adjacent areas, including the opposite side (east) of Elizabeth Street 
and A'Beckett Street.1 Subsequently this area was surveyed in more detail and divided into a pattern of allotments similar 
to that employed elsewhere in central Melbourne. The eight quarter acre allotments in this section of Elizabeth Street 
were sold during 1851 and 1852: three allotments were purchased by C. Rochford, two by William Hoffman, and one each 
by J. Mooney, T. Short and William Mortimer.2 
 
Development was under way soon after, as in 1853, a pair of stone stores were built for W. Hoffman, probably on the north 
corner of A'Beckett and used by Shields & Co., grain merchants, for some 30 years.3 Elizabeth Street was en route to the 
major gold fields and so quickly developed to include a wide range of services. 
 
Three hotels were established here during the latter part of the 1850s. The first was the Limerick Castle Hotel, which had 
been constructed by 1854 (on the YWCA site near Therry Street).4 The Sir Walter Scott Hotel at the north corner of 
Franklin Street was established by 1858, as was the Royal Saxon Hotel further south (nos 441-45).5 The northern block 
from the outset attracted a more light industrial/agricultural type of business, with Thomas Robinson & Co, agricultural 
implements, being established at the corner of Therry Street from 1855.6 
 
By the mid-1860s, these two blocks had been completely developed.7 A snap shot from 1863 indicates that the range of 
shopholders reflected a typical 19th century array including general suppliers such as green/grocers, tobacconist, 
butchers, bootmaker, chemist, drapers, leather merchants, saddlers and tailors. In addition, there were several businesses 
of a light industrial nature including cabinet makers, ironmongers, tent makers and a tinsmith. Wholesalers also featured 
such as grain merchants.8 Some of these buildings would have been timber and/or iron clad. 
 
An isometric drawing from 1866 indicates that there was a mixture of single and two storey buildings, however the 
tallest building at the time was the three storey Royal Saxon Hotel. The adjoining two storey basalt shop (no. 447) had 
already been constructed, as had the group of three basalt shops at nos 467-71, and there was one building with a barrel 
roof (on the site of the former YWCA).9 
 
Over the next few years the northern block between Franklin and Therry Streets, containing some of the larger premises 
within the precinct, came to be occupied by more industrial uses. For instance, a coal and wood merchant, coachbuilder, 
and galvanised iron and spouting manufacturers (Currie & Richards) were established.10 
 
During the 1870s and 1880s, buildings were altered, such as the Royal Saxon Hotel, which was refurbished in 1879 (by H. 
Shalless) and enlarged in 1889 (by William Wolf).11 By this stage, the James McEwan & Co warehouse at the corner of 
Therry Street had probably reached its final form as it was described in 1880 as: 

a very large and substantial bluestone store, of handsome design, containing another retail shop, machinery show-

rooms, building material show-rooms, and offices ….'12 

                                                 
1  Robert Hoddle, 'Town of Melbourne – Plan of Settlement of Port Phillip, M301C', c1839-42, reproduced in M. Lewis, Melbourne 

– The City's History and Development', p147. 
2  Township Plan, Melbourne North M314(10). Sections 41 and 42, allotments 8 to 11 in both sections. 
3  Argus, 3.5.1853, p6. from M. Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, record nos 44,878 
4  It is mentioned in an article in the Argus, 2 May 1854, p1 and is noted on James Kearney, 'Melbourne and its Suburbs', 1855 

[State Library of Victoria] 
5  The Argus, 7 June 1858, p7 and 29 October 1858, p8 
6  The Argus, 7 June 1855, p7 
7  Henry Cox, 'Victoria-Australia, Port Phillip. Hobson Bay and River Yarra leading to Melbourne', 1864 [State Library of Victoria] 
8  Sands & McDougall’s directory, 1863 
9  Henry de Gruchy & Stephen Leigh, 'Isometrical Plan of Melbourne & Suburbs', 1866 [State Library of Victoria]. 
10  Sands & McDougall’s directories, 1866, 1869 and 1872 
11  Argus, 30.5.1879, p2; 25.6.1879, p3; 13.12.1879, p10 and Australian Builder and Contractors News, 12.12.1889, p502. M. Lewis, 

Australian Architectural Index, record nos 36,188; 17,566;17,587; and 17,602 respectively. 
12  James McEwans & Co's, Illustrated Catalogue – Furnishing and General Ironmongery, np (introduction to facsimile edition). It 

was on a 'splendid freehold of about 3 acres'. 
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By 1894 most buildings were masonry. The building at no. 487 and group at nos 419-35 had been constructed.13 
 
The building at nos 473-81 probably took on its final form during the first decade of the 20th century, when Currie & 
Richards occupied the whole site, although a second storey was added to the northern section by 1867.14 The large single 
storey building to the north that formed part of the YWCA site (nos 493-99) with a sawtooth roof, was probably also 
constructed about this time.15 
 
By the early 1920s, there were several motor and ancillary industries within the precinct, particularly on corner sites – 
such as E. A. Machin & Co (nos 413-415, north corner of A'Beckett Street), Pasco Motors (no. 457, south corner of Franklin 
Street), J. A. Munro, and later, Crawford's (nos 493-99, near the corner of Therry Street).16 An earlier building at nos 413-
415 constructed in 1933 was replaced when taken over by Lincare's, with the new building designed by Arthur & Hugh 
Peck.17 The extant three storey building, Henderson's, at 483-85, designed by the ARC Engineering Co. was constructed 
in 1937. Following WWII the Victoria Car Services building, designed by Leith, Bartlett & Partners (nos 437-39) was 
constructed by 1953. Two banks were also erected during the 1950s: the Commonwealth in 1956 (nos 463-65), designed 
by Commonwealth Dept of Work, and the former E S & A in 1958 (nos 453-57), designed by the noted architects 
Chancellor & Patrick. 
 
Subsequent changes have been made to the two multi-storey buildings – the YWCA (nos 489-99) in 1973 by Perrott Lyon 
Timlock & Kesa and recently several additional storeys were added to the former the E S & A bank (nos 453-57). 
 
Over the years, the profile of tenants has changed with a recent change being the increase in the number of Asian 
eateries. 
 
Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Elizabeth Street precinct be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. 
 
Extent of Designation 
It is recommended that two shops on the west side of Elizabeth Street, nos 489-99 and 501-503, currently part of the 
Queen Victoria Market Precinct (HO7) be removed from the extent of the overlay and included in this overlay as they 
relate more so to the adjoining buildings on Elizabeth Street. 
 
Previous Studies/Identification 
Central Activities District Conservation Study 1985, Graeme Butler & Associates 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
13  MMBW Plan 25 (1894) and Detail Plan 1024, 1025+1026 (1895) 
14  Graeme Butler & Associates, Central Activities District Conservation Study 1987, Citation for site. 
15  It was not depicted on the 1890s MMBW plans but appeared on the Mahlstedt Fire Insurance Plan (1923-28 series, section 2 

north [unaltered]), 16A 
16  Mahlstedt Fire Insurance Plans (1923-28 series, section 2 north [unaltered]), 12A + 16A 
17  Building Application Index, VPRS 11,202; Subsequently Southern Motors. The Argus, 10 June 1940, p6. By 1940, S. A. Cheney 

P/L, who specialised in utility vehicles. 
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Elizabeth Street (CBD) Precinct 
Schedule 
 
The precinct includes all the sites on the west side of Elizabeth Street between A'Beckett and Therry Streets. 
 
 

Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

Former Lincare's building
 

413-417 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C 1933/ 
Interwar 

Art Deco style, built as a motor vehicle showroom, designed by Arthur & Hugh L Peck. 
Probably replaced pair of stone stores built in 1853. 
Two storey, brick, now painted, 4 giant order pilasters (obscured by cantilevered canopy) 
with staggered, vertically orientated bricks alternating with plainer pilasters with 
horizontal bricks, decorative parapet with speed lines. Original steel-framed, multi-paned 
windows to first floor and original/early signage to front panel, painted over. Originally had 
central flagpole and ornate entry doors. 

Nine shops 419-435 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 B c1870s/ 
Mid-
Victorian 
 

2 storey, stucco with faint tooled lines partly evident. Pilasters with vermiculated blocks 
generally to every second building, string course to frieze, decorative mouldings to first 
floor windows with segmental arches. Nine shops in all. 
Modern ground floor shopfronts however, cornice and pilasters generally intact. 
Remarkably intact to rear, short gable section with some windows bricked in. 

Former Victoria Car 
Services Building 

437-439 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C 1953/ 
Post-war 

2 storey, Functionalist style. Designed by noted architects Leith, Bartlett & Partners 
Southern party wall has stacked bond (now painted); full height windows to first floor, 
original aluminum-framed (fixed and awning), modern shopfronts. 
Had been a two storey, stone building similar to no. 447 (M. Casie et al, Early Melbourne 
Architecture 1840 to 1888, p68). 

Royal Saxon Hotel 
(former) 

441-445 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 B c1858/Early 
Victorian 

3 storey, basalt quoining (ground and first floor), painted brick, platbands and moulded 
cornices, window frames to first floor with exaggerated, Mannerist keystones. 
Third storey has different detailing and may be an addition. In the 1950s, brickwork was 
unpainted and pilasters were evident to the ground floor. 
Southern shop had been a carriageway (SLV, image: jc019582 and M. Casie et al, Early 
Melbourne Architecture 1840 to 1888, p68) 

Shop 447 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 B Victorian 2 storey, basalt, mostly rock faced, now painted, cornices continuous with Royal Saxon 
Hotel. Up to 1950s, had a cast iron verandah (M. Casie et al, Early Melbourne Architecture 
1840 to 1888, p68) 

Shop 449 Elizabeth Street, - - 1962 2 storey, render finish 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

Melbourne (facade) Possibly a much altered pair of Victorian shops though with mid-20th rear section, 

Former E S &A bank 453-457 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 B 1958 Multi-storey 
Initially designed by Chancellor & Patrick as a multi-storey building, it was however, 
constructed by Clements Langford as a much smaller building (equivalent of about 3 
storeys). Recently several storeys have been added and the distinctive banking chamber 
removed. Design was influenced by Frank Lloyd Wright's Prairie School work and has a 
stone wall and distinctive concrete screen to north elevation. 

Former Commonwealth 
Bank 

463-65 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C By 1956 Designed by Commonwealth Department of Works (SLV, image: a18981) 
Distinctive skillion form and vertically-orientated, brick patterning to infill panels to east 
elevation. Canted glazing to east elevation obscured by a screen and glazing to south 
elevation painted over. Walls now painted but possibly not originally. 
Had been the site of the Sir Walter Scott Hotel established by 1858. 

3 shops 467-471 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 C3 c1854/Early 
Victorian 

2 storey, painted ashlar basalt, simple cornice, quoining to windows. 
Modern shopfronts 

Former Currie & Richards 
Merchants 

473-481 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 B2 c1900-
1910/Federa
tion (facade)
 

2 storey, built and altered in stages, possibly from mid-1850s to c1910. 
Stucco finish to first floor, broad parapet with dentillated cornice, channelled walls with 
Tuscan Order pilasters and bays (with scrolls to paneled plinth) in shallow relief with a 
varying rhythm to the five sections (suggesting different construction dates). 
Some original detailing survives at ground level and there is a carriageway to rear block 
with basalt rubble wall. 

Former Henderson's 
Factory 

483-485 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C 1937/ 
Interwar 

Designed by ARC (Australian Reinforced Concrete) Engineering Co for Henderson's 
Federal Spring Works. 3 storey, Functionalist style, textured tapestry bricks to side walls, 
rendered bands between banks of multi-paned, metal-framed windows with some 
pivoting panes. Shop front also originally had tapestry bricks. 

Shop 487 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

C2 C Victorian 2 storey, first floor stucco finish with simple detailing, moulded cornice; modern shop front. 

Former YWCA 489-499 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 B 1973-75 Multi-storey, Brutalist style building designed by Perrott Lyon Timlock & Kesa. 
It has a podium base with the tower set back from the street, both with bold forms in off-
form concrete and strip windows. The new canopy over the footpath is slightly at odds 
with the aesthetic of the rest of the building. 

Former James McEwan 
& Co Warehouse 

501-503 Elizabeth Street, 
Melbourne 

B2 C c1870s/ 
Victorian 

Initially T. Robinson, agricultural implements, from 1855-c 60. By 1863, McEwans. housed 
iron and agricultural implements, such as chaff cutters, corn crushers, ploughs, and sheep 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Description 

washing apparatus. Initially a smaller single storey (1866) building. 
3 storey, the street elevations have a stucco finish however that to the rear lane (west) 
reveals a basalt wall (with some bricked in openings). The parapet to the front section 
hides the gable roof and its cornice and string courses below project forward at either end 
as bays (north elevation). The street façade is distinguished by basalt pilasters, some 
paired, to the east end to the ground floor (a rare instance). The windows to the upper two 
levels have moulded architraves, larger rectangular with a hood to the first floor, and with 
a segmental arch and projecting sill with brackets to the second floor. 
Later used by Commercial Bank of Australia (1960s). 
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ELIZABETH STREET NORTH (BOULEVARD) PRECINCT 
 
 

Address 518-700 and 527-687 Elizabeth Street 

Date/period c.1870 onwards/Victorian through to Post-war 

Building type Commercial 

Grading Refer schedule 

Previous Grading Refer schedule 

 
 

 
No. 614, Royal Artillery Hotel (Victorian period) 
 

 
Nos 550-554 (Federation period) 

 
No. 551-571, rear, O'Connell Street (Interwar period) 

 
Nos 520-522, rear, Leicester Street, (Post-war period) 

 
 
Significance 
 
What is Significant? 
The land and all the buildings located on the west and east side of Elizabeth Street, between Victoria Street to the south 
and Pelham and Peel Streets to the north, including rear elevations to Berkeley or Leicester Street (east) and 
O'Connell/Peel Street (west). The raised, central plantations with London Plane Trees are also significant. The fabric from 
the Victorian, Federation, Interwar and Post-war periods all contributes to the significance of the precinct. 
 
How is it Significant? 
The Elizabeth Street precinct is of historic and aesthetic significance to the City of Melbourne. 
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Why is it Significant? 
The Elizabeth Street North precinct is of historic significance as it is representative of the use and development of this 
part of Melbourne as a supply/light industrial zone, initially developed to cater for farmers and prospectors on their way 
to other parts of the State, especially the gold fields. During the early 20th century, it gradually became an epicentre of the 
automotive trade, with an array of showrooms, garages, auto engineers, spare parts providers and the like. This trade 
remained prominent into the second half of the 20th century, and although in recent years it has decreased, the precinct 
nonetheless retains associations with this trade. 
(AHC Criteria A4) 
 
The Elizabeth Street North precinct is of aesthetic significance for retaining good examples of a diverse range of 
buildings and architectural styles, from elaborate examples, such as late Victorian banks, to utilitarian garages and 
factories of the first half of the 20th century. The precinct contains good examples from four key periods (Victorian, 
Federation, Interwar and Post-war), however the many Interwar and Post-war period buildings, especially those purpose 
built for the car trade (showrooms and the like), probably define the precinct more so than buildings of the earlier periods. 
These later buildings are typically illustrative of the Moderne or Functionalist styles, as was appropriate for the new 
modernity epitomised by the motor car. 
 
Although the building stock in the precinct is heterogeneous, there is a general consistency of scale. The architectural 
values become clearer with closer inspection, as in several instances the original detailing is obscured or removed from 
the front, and often the rear elevation (to Berkeley and O'Connell Streets) which reveals more intact treatments. The 
precinct is also defined by landmark corner buildings (to seven of the eight corners) which are fine examples from the 
either the Victorian or Interwar/Post-war periods. 
(AHC Criteria D2 and E1) 
 
Description 
The precinct extends along both sides of Elizabeth Street between Victoria Street to the south and Pelham Street and 
Peel Street to the north. The building stock is mixed and generally low-scale, typically two or three storeys, though there 
are a few single storey and recent, multi-storey examples. There is a mix of 19th century buildings, several from the 
Federation period, and a larger proportion from the Interwar period and the immediate Post-war period, as well as a few 
recent examples. In some instances, the façade is modern however the rear part is original to its period of construction 
and evident from the rear street, O'Connell (west) and Berkeley Street (east). 
 
The Victorian period buildings date from the mid to later part of that era (1870s and 1880s) and their façades 
predominantly have a stucco finish There is a mixture of smaller shops and more elaborate buildings, especially to some 
of the corner locations – including two banks (nos 518 and 700) and one hotel (no. 614, the last remaining hotel in the 
precinct, though there were never many). There are some pairs of shops (nos 579-581 and 595-597) and two larger groups 
(nos 531-541 and 605-607), all on the west side. Only no. 583-585 is of face brick. 
 
The Federation period buildings (c.1900-1920) are typically single storey. Some of these were purpose-designed as car 
showrooms, garages or other services related to the motor trade – or were soon after adapted to that function (nos 544-62, 
684-88). Some are less intact due to alterations to the façade (such as at nos 544-48) however the timber-truss roofs often 
remain evident and/or they are intact to the rear. In one case, the red brick work to the façade is unpainted (no. 550) as 
well as to the three storey showroom (nos 680-682). These buildings typically have areas of rendered finish. 
 
The Interwar period buildings (1920s-1930s) primarily display the influence of the Moderne style (nos 600, 611-33, 618-30) 
or the Functionalist style (nos 594), though in some cases they are more indicative of the Art Deco style (nos 587, 676). 
These progressive architectural styles have obvious associations with the motor car, which epitomised the new 
contemporary modernity. Curved elements, speed lines, larger multi-paned, steel-framed windows characterise these 
buildings. In several instances, some of the original openings have been painted out/boarded over so that the buildings 
appear relatively blank (nos 529, 543-549 and 594-598). Also from the Interwar period, is an unusual small-scale 
Commercial Palazzo style building (no. 652), which was constructed as a hotel. 
 
There are several buildings dating from the Post-war period (circa mid-1940s to 1960), which reveal the currency that the 
Moderne and Functionalist styles retained at that time. The examples from this period however differ slightly, and 
commonly have deep concrete window reveals and are clad in salmon brick (e.g. the former National Bank at no. 527 and 
adjacent E. A. Machin automotive store at nos 529-33, as well as northern part of Melford Motors, nos 635-45). 
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Several buildings appear to date to the late 20th century, however in some cases only the façade has been altered, and the 
original fabric remains evident to the rear. For instance, the distinctive façade of nos 520-522 reflects the Brutalist style of 
the mid-1960s with its bold massing, however the rear of the building, on Leicester Street, reveals the Functionalist style 
1953 alterations (which had also been employed to the façade), which in turn were an alteration to the earlier Victorian 
building. Other similar examples include nos 532, 544-550 and 632. In some cases, the earlier 20th century design is partly 
perceptible behind a screen to the upper level/s (nos 551-571 and 566). 
 
Until recently, the tallest building had bookended the precinct at the south-west corner of Victoria Street - the former 
National Bank at no. 527 – however in recent years three other apartment blocks have been constructed to a similar 
height. The building at no. 527 has also subsequently been increased in height by two storeys. 
 
The precinct is distinguished by a wide road or boulevard, which commences in three select locations at the boundary of 
the original town centre. Two raised grassed, central islands divide the carriage way into three parts – two side sections 
and central wider section. The central islands are planted with London Plane Trees (Platanus x acerifolia) and the 
concrete blocks with a high amount of aggregate suggest a date of the Interwar period. 
 
Refer to the schedule for further details of the individual buildings. 
 
History 
This part of Melbourne was outside of the northern town boundary, formed by Victoria Street, and this section of 
Elizabeth Street did not appear on the circa 1839-42 survey plan by Robert Hoddle.1 Although nearby areas of Carlton and 
North Melbourne were subdivided into quarter acre allotments soon after, the land either side of the wide, northern 
extension of Elizabeth Street remained as larger allotments for a few more years.2 
 
The eastern (Carlton) side was surveyed in more detail and divided into a regular pattern of allotments, though they were 
generally less than the standard quarter acre size because of the unusual street configuration. These allotments were 
sold in 1858 however in some instances multiple allotments were purchased, such as those of J. Harbison (4 No. and 
another 2 with J. Wilson) and T. B. Payne (3 No.).3 By the time the land on the opposite side was released in 1864, 
considerable development had already occurred on the east side.4  
 
Located en route to the major gold fields, a range of services developed along Elizabeth Street, initially on the east side 
only. By 1863 there was a preponderance of light industrial traders/operations (agricultural implement makers, flour mill, 
millwright, saddler and harness maker, tent maker, timber merchant, wheelwright, zinc worker) as well as some general 
stores and services (chemist, grocer, hay and corn merchant). Surprisingly only one hotel, the Royal Artillery, was 
established, at the north corner of Queensberry Street. The predominant type of business remained similar at least into 
the early 1870s, though another hotel, the Newmarket, opened at the corner of Victoria Street.5 
 
The land on the western (North Melbourne) side was made available for sale in 1864, comprising 22 lots, six years later 
than the eastern side. In an advertisement, it was noted that southern block was part of the Old Cattle Yards (extending 
westwards to Cobden Street) and that the price paid varied between about £500 and £800.6 James McConnell (4 No.), 
Joseph Clark (3 No.), and William Hoffman (2 No.) all purchased multiple allotments.7 By 1866 seven businesses, of a 
similar type to those on the east side, had been established including a blacksmith, ironmonger, produce merchant and 
hay presser. Three years later the number of businesses had doubled, though the land at the southern end (near Victoria 
Street) remained undeveloped. In 1872 a branch of the National Bank of Australasia had been established at the corner of 
Victoria Street, and a Meat and Cattle Market for the City of Melbourne was being erected.8 The new meat market at nos 
529-33, since demolished, was designed by the noted architect George Johnson and opened in 1874.9 

                                                 
1  Robert Hoddle, 'Town of Melbourne – Plan of Settlement of Port Phillip, M301C', c.1839-42, reproduced in M. Lewis, 

Melbourne – The City's History and Development', p147. 
2  James Kearney, 'Melbourne and its Suburbs', 1855 [State Library of Victoria] 
3  Township Plan, Melbourne North M314(14) at Carlton. Section 60 (between Victoria and Queensberry Streets) had 8 

allotments and section 68 (between Queensberry and Pelham Streets) had 11 allotments. 
4  Henry Cox, 'Victoria-Australia, Port Phillip. Hobson Bay and River Yarra leading to Melbourne', 1864 [State Library of Victoria] 
5  Sands & McDougall's directories, 1863, 1866, 1869 + 1872 
6  The Argus, 8.7.1864, p7 
7  Township Plan, Melbourne North M314(13) at North Melbourne. Section 61 (between Victoria and Queensberry Streets) had 11 

allotments as did section 67 (between Queensberry and Peel Streets). 
8  Sands & McDougall's directories, 1866, 1869+ 1872. 
9  Illustrated Australian News for Home Readers, 7 October 1874, pp171-2. In 1880, it was superseded by the extant building at 

the corner of Blackwood and Courtney Streets, North Melbourne. 
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During the subsequent decades of the 19th century, some of the more elaborate extant buildings were constructed, 
including banks on the prominent corner sites. The first of this group was possibly a branch of the E S & A Bank, 
designed by Dall & Roberts in 1874, at the north end (no. 697, corner of Peel Street), now demolished.10 During the 1880s, 
two grand banks were built on the east side: the former Commercial Bank of Australia (nos 696-700) by Peter Matthews 
in 1885,11 and the V-shaped Colonial Bank (no. 518), which was designed by Smith & Johnson in 1888.12 At about this 
time (by 1887), another hotel was operating on the west side, the Golden Fleece at no. 537 (part of nos 531-541).13 
 
By 1896 the majority of the precinct had been developed, more so the west side as two sections to the east, remained 
vacant (the middle of the southern quadrant and a larger area near Pelham Street). About two-thirds of the buildings 
were masonry (stone and/or brick) while the rest were timber. The buildings were generally of a small scale and typically 
extended half way to the rear street, though a few extended the length of their respective blocks. There were many more 
small houses to the southern part of O'Connell Street than is now the case.14 Even at this stage, the northern block on the 
western side contained larger scale development, including stores, a factory, foundry, ironworks, and a show yard.15 
 
Planted garden beds were established in the carriageway of this part of Elizabeth Street during the first decade of the 
20th century. Initially the London Plane Trees were surrounded by a variety of shrubs and plants with borders of rocks, 
probably volcanic. The garden beds were also shorter in length and not raised much above the street level.16 
 
During the early part of the 20th century, the northern end of the east side of Elizabeth Street began to be developed 
though some parts probably remained vacant until the 1920s. By this time, some of the earlier buildings began to be 
replaced, many of which were timber, with more substantial brick buildings; this process also involving some land 
consolidation. 
 
By the early 1920s this part of Melbourne was becoming the epicentre of motor vehicle trade and allied 
services/industries, as a 1927 description highlights: 

Motor businesses have made peculiarly their own the whole section of Elizabeth street [sic] north of Little Bourke street 

and environs, and present a double rank of showrooms as far north as the Haymarket.17 

An overview of one quadrant of the precinct (south-east section) reveals the preponderance of such operators: nos 544-
48, S. N. Monk's Motor Accessories; nos 548-550, Farrow's Motor Painters; no. 566, Quality Car showrooms; nos 568-574, 
All Car showrooms; nos 600-608, Conn's Motor showrooms. In addition, there were two engineering firms – W. J. Powell 
(nos 582-586) and J. Waldridge & Sinclair (nos 590-592) – which may have been at least partly active in the car industry.18 
 
Well-known architects of the period, especially those who favoured the more progressive styles, were responsible for the 
new buildings being constructed, including Beaver & Purnell in 1923 (nos 567-573), Arthur Purnell in 1927 (nos 559-65, 
1927), Arthur Plaisted in 1927 (rear nos 531-541, 1927), and Gawler & Drummond (no. 566, 1920 and nos 696-708, 1925).19 

In addition, a relatively early example of a reinforced concrete commercial building including the façade, which was 
designed by Joy & McIntyre, was constructed in 1923 (nos 676-678).20 
 
During the 1930s several major car operators commissioned larger premises here, including Motor Spares at nos 543-549, 
(designed by R. M. & M. H. King, 1937) and motor show rooms at no. 587 (H. J. Little, 1935). The most prominent one, the 
former Melford Motors (Harry Norris, 1937), at the north-west corner of Queensberry Street, was the largest showroom 
established. It continued to expand operations into the 1950s, with the construction of the northern wing. It was probably 
during the 1930s that the current configurations of raised grassed beds, separating the lanes of traffic on either side, were 
established. Their construction may have been a 'susso' (sustenance) project, following the Great Depression. The raised 
beds were certainly in place by the mid-1940s.21 

                                                 
10  The Argus,11.4.1874, p11 in M. Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, record no. 7757 
11  Nigel Lewis & Associates, Carlton Conservation Study, 1984, Citation for 696-700 Elizabeth Street 
12  Australasian Builder and Contractors News, 19.5.1888 in M. Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, record no. 7570 
13  Australasian Builder and Contractors News, 20.8.1887 in M. Lewis, Australian Architectural Index, record no. 17,585 
14  MMBW Plan 30 (1896) and Detail Plan 1024, 1025+1026 (1895) 
15  MMBW Detail Plan 764 (1896) 
  C. C. Reade, Elizabeth Street North Melbourne (c1910 photograph held by SLV, H91/90.15) 
17  The Argus, 3 May 1927, p8 
18  Mahlstedt Fire Insurance Plans (1923-28 series, section 2 north [unaltered]), 19A (also 20A, 22A and 23A) 
19  Building Application Index, VPRS 11,202 
20  There are earlier examples (2-3 Olivers Lane, Melbourne, 1903) however they were not located in prominent locations. 
21  1945 Photo-map 848b2d (held by University of Melbourne); Rose Series photograph, Aerial view over city showing Elizabeth 

Street, Melbourne, (held by SLV, rg000554) 
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By the early 1960s approximately three-quarters of the businesses found in the precinct were related to the motor vehicle 
trade. Other operations included the Academy of Hairdressing at (nos 531-541) and Evan Evans P/L (nos 680-682), who 
had occupied the site since the early 1910s and specialised in canvas goods. There were two hotels, both in the north-
east quadrant: the Royal Artillery (no. 614) and the Holyford (nos 646-652), and two banks at the southern end: the 
National Bank (no 527) ANZ Bank (nos 520-522). There were also two associations at the southern end, who had been 
there for several decades, Independent Order of the Rechabites (no. 518) and Loyal Orange House (nos 524-530). The 
smaller, Victorian period buildings continued to accommodate a range of modest scale businesses.22 
 
Development during the later part 20th century was limited and was often 'skin deep', as the façades of some earlier 
buildings were (party) remodelled in keeping with contemporary aesthetics. A more recent wave of development dating 
from the first part of the 21st century – has primarily comprised multi-storey apartment blocks (nos 591, 634-640, 660-666). 
Over recent decades, there has been increasing diversity in the range of business within the precinct, with less 
dominance of the car trade. 
 
Recommendations 
It is recommended that the Elizabeth Street Boulevard precinct be included in the Schedule to the Heritage Overlay. This 
would make redundant several individual overlays along this part of Elizabeth Street being HO44, HO46, HO49, HO50, 
HO51, HO52, HO54 and HO294. The boundary of HO3 (North and West Melbourne Precinct) would also require altering 
accordingly. 
 
Previous Studies/Identification 
North & West Melbourne Conservation Study 1985 & 1993, Graeme Butler & Associates 
Carlton Conservation Study, 1984, Nigel Lewis & Associates 
 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                 
 22  Mahlstedt Fire Insurance Plans (1962 series, section 2 north): 19A, 20A, 22A and 23A 
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Elizabeth Street North (Boulevard) Precinct 
Schedule 
 
Elizabeth Street between Pelham Street (north) and Victoria Street (south) and includes the central islands with London Plane Trees (Platanus x acerifolia). 
 

West Side 
 

Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Notes 

Former National 
Australia Bank 

527 Elizabeth Street 

Parent address is 222-230 
Victoria Street 

C2 C3 

(HO3, part) 

1958/ 

Post-war 

Designed by the architects Meldrum & Noad in the Streamlined Moderne style. 

Originally 6 storeys with stone podium base and salmon brick superstructure with 
brown brick bands demarcating the level. The vertical strips of aluminium-framed 
windows have spandrel panels below. Two additional storeys have been added in 
recent years. 

Former E. A. Machin 
automotive store 

529 Elizabeth Street C2 - 

(HO3, part) 

1953/ 

Post-war 

Functionalist style, built by E. A. Watts, initial drawing show different configuration 
for first floor windows and a flagpole proposed above the section of raised bricks at 
either end of the façade. 

2 storey, face brick, now painted, with sash windows containing vertical glazing 
bars and deep cement reveals, with recessed basilica-like roof. Original ground floor 
windows may be intact. Rear elevation intact. 

Site of 2nd meat market, built in 1874. A mid-20th century image (defined as a livery 
stable) in M. Casie et al, Early Melbourne Architecture, p92 

Shops 531-541 Elizabeth Street C2 C (D) 

(HO3, part) 

1870/ 

Mid-Victorian 

4 storey red brick, with some Art Deco style elements such as cement fins to 
parapet. 

Front: 2 storey, stucco finish and elaborate cornices and architraves to arched 
windows as first floor. Interwar style shopfront with copper finish 

Rear (O'Connell St): 1927/Interwar, designed by noted architect Arthur Plaisted as 
service station for E. & A. Machin & Co., automotive, electrical & battery engineers.   

Former Motor Spares 543-549 Elizabeth Street C2 - 

(HO3, part) 

 

1937/ 

Interwar 

Designed by R. M. & M. H. King in the Functionalist style. 

3 storey, painted brick with concrete lintels, most windows boarded over to upper 
level. Includes a vertically orientated window to the south end. 

Motor garage and 551-571 Elizabeth Street - -  Southern part - includes car yard. 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Notes 

showrooms  

D2 

 

 

D2 

(HO3, part) 

 

 

1927 

 

 

1923 

Middle part (nos 559-565): Rickards Bros motor showroom, later British Empire, 
designed by Arthur Purnell. 

Northern part (nos 567-73): Designed by Beaver & Purnell for Rickards Bros. 

3 storey, red brick and concrete, upper levels to front obscured by screen but 
possibly intact, rear (O'Connell St) elevation largely intact, mix of original multi-
paned steel windows and modern aluminium-framed types, wide parapet with 
ventilation slits to gambrel roof. 

Shop 575 -577 Elizabeth Street - (front) 

D2 (rear) 

- 

(HO3, part) 

1925/ 

Interwar 

Designed by G. A. Wilson for Mrs M. Dally. The original façade had a stepped 
parapet, pilasters and larger, multi-paned windows to the first floor. 

A modern façade with a painted rendered finish has been added to the 2 storey 
building, removing original detailing. 

Rear part (O'Connell St), retains its original Interwar treatment of red brick with 
parapet, now painted, with steel multi-paned windows. 

Pair of shops 579-581 Elizabeth Street C2 D3 

(HO3, part) 

Late Victorian 2 storey, Italianate style, with a wealth of stucco decoration to the pedimented 
parapet and first floor, featuring panelling, brackets and arched windows with 
prominent keystones and partly fluted pilasters. 

Shop 583-585 Elizabeth Street C2 D3 

(HO3, part) 

Mid-Victorian 2 storey, with expressed hip roof, face bi-chrome brick including cream brick 
cornice contrasting with brow bricks to walls, modern windows to both floors. 

Rear part has gable form and red brick walls. 

Former motor 
showrooms 

587 Elizabeth Street D2 - 

(HO3, part) 

1935/ 

Interwar 

Designed by the architect H. J. Little for Charles F. Northcott. 

Art Deco style, parapet decoration however windows altered and/or boarded over.  
More intact to rear (O'Connell). Rendered finish with speed lines to upper part of 
façade and unusual wave-like moulding below first floor windows. 

Apartments 591 Elizabeth Street - - 

(HO3, part) 

c.2000 Seven storey, concrete walls with metal louvred screens. 

 

Pair of Shops 595-97 Elizabeth Street C2 D3 

(HO3, part) 

1871/ 

Mid-Victorian 

2 storey, stucco façade, parapet with nameplates and one surviving orb, dentillated 
cornice. Rusticated pilasters flank the pairs of windows to the first floor with 
decorative hoods and brackets. 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Notes 

Shop 599 Elizabeth Street - D 

(HO3, part) 

Late 20th 
century 

Replaced a Victorian period building with a similar format to no.583. 

2 storey with Victorian style detailing to parapet, windows, etc. 

Office 601-603 Elizabeth Street - - 

(HO3, part) 

c.2000 Replaced a 2 storey Interwar building (1939) with face brick and render. 

2 storey, concrete, large aluminium-framed windows with reflective glass. 

Three Shops 605-607 Elizabeth Street C2 C/D3 

(HO3, part) 

1880s/Late 
Victorian 

2 storey with stucco façade. Dentiallated cornice with paired brackets, bays defined 
by Tuscan Order pilasters, original timber-framed windows but aluminium-framed 
doors. Unusually intact to ground floor. 

Former Toyota (Former 
Melford Motors) 

611-45 Elizabeth Street C2 C (HO294) 1937/ 

Interwar 

 

 

 

 

1955/Post-war 

Designed by noted architect, Harry Norris, for Melford Motors. 

3 storey, Streamlined Moderne style, prominent curved corner, rendered façades 
extend to three street elevations. Large multi-paned, steel-framed windows 
separated in the most part by curved piers, extensive use of speed lines. 

Replaced an earlier, single storey showroom (1921). Was A. G. Healing cycle works 
during mid-1920s. 

Northern part (nos 635-45), designed by the Office of Harry Norris. Also three storey. 
Modernist influenced also with banks of multi-paned, steel-framed windows 
including hoppers. Rendered to Elizabeth St and cream brick to upper levels of 
O'Connell St elevation. 

Large car yard at northern end, on which there had been a single storey hardware 
store for F. Dawborn, designed by Haddon & Henderson in 1925. High brick wall to 
northern boundary, a possible remnant from an earlier building (hardware 
merchant). 

Former shop 671-73 Elizabeth Street D2 - Late Victorian Single storey, façade completely blocked up, two bays with decorative brackets and 
cornice, small footprint. Probably later additions to rear with low pitched, gable roof. 
Large yard to rear. 

High brick wall to southern boundary with car yard, a possible remnant from an 
earlier building (hardware merchant).  

Former warehouse 675-81 Elizabeth Street D2 - Federation Intact to rear, consisting of a pair of single storey, red brick, gable sections, each 
with large segmental arched doorway (with original paired timber doors to northern 
opening) and a circular louvered vent. Interwar period façade with speed lines and 
soldier coursing, however, completely blocked up. 
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Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Notes 

Showroom/office 683-85 Elizabeth Street - - Earlier 20th 
century  

Two storey part to front with hip roof, clad in corrugated sheet metal. Walls are face 
brick work and tiling evident to front, all painted over. 

Probably the earlier Steele & Co. Store. 

Garage/showroom 687-699 Elizabeth Street - - 20th century 
(southern part, 
probably early, 
northern part 
probably late) 

Much altered externally. Walls are combination of rendered finish (front) and face 
brick (rear), both painted, and parapet walls hide roof. Windows mostly aluminium-
framed though some earlier steel-framed to rear.  

Southern part probably the former Aust. Motor Panel & Guard Manufacturer Co. 
Premises. Previously had been three smaller buildings at the northern end including 
a branch of the E S & A Bank. 

 60 O’Connell Street - - - Small, vacant allotment to the rear of 595 Queensberry Street. Had previously been a 
single storey building on the site (at least until the 1960s). 

Showroom/office 309-317 Queensberry Street - - c.1960 2 storey, orange (rear) and brown (front) brick with timber-framed windows and a 
flat roof. Had been a wood and coal yard during 1920s. 

National Hotel (Public 
Bar) 

232-238 Victoria Street C2 C3 1937/Interwar Designed by the architects Cowper, Murphy & Appleford. A fine example of the 
Moderne Style with distinctive tubular forms, including balconies, providing vertical 
emphasis and initially horizontal emphasis was provided at the ground floor.  
Rendered walls and metal-framed windows, altered to the ground floor. Current 
hotel replaced an earlier building, known as the Meat Market Hotel during the 19th 
century (by 1874) and into the 1920s. 

 



City North Heritage Review  Appendix E 
Melbourne (vol. 3) 
   

 
 
 
  E29 

East Side 
 

Name Address Proposed 
Grading 

Previous 
Grading 

Date/ 
Period 

Notes 

Former Colonial Bank 518 Elizabeth Street A2 A3 

HO46 

1888/ 

Victorian 

Had been site of Newmarket Hotel, established by 1872. 

Current building designed by Smith & Johnson as a bank. It was taken over by the 
Independent Order of the Rechabites c.1920 until at least the early 1950s. 

3 storey at prominent corner, V-shaped, Italianate design with elaborate detailing 
in stucco to façades, arched windows, paired Ionic pilasters to 1st floor, smaller 
attic level, balustraded parapet, cornices, panelling and string courses, decorative 
architraves. Additions include single storey section to Elizabeth St and 3 storey at 
north-east end of building (Leicester St), possibly in 1939. 

Former ANZ Bank 520-522 Elizabeth Street C2 - Victorian 
(probably) 

 

 

1965/ 

(Façade) 

 

1953/ 

Post-war (rear) 

A two storey building existed on the site by the mid-1890s and by the 1920s it had 
a sawtooth roof. 

Two storey with different materials to each façade, though both have original 
aluminium-framed windows. Building currently has a hip roof. 

Façade: Brutalist style, bold massing comprised of piers, which project as tower-
like elements and are clad in small black tiles with rendered finish to central 
projecting sections. 

Rear: Designed by Meldrum & Noad. Areas of salmon brickwork in combination 
with rendered finish. 

Loyal Orange House 524-530 Elizabeth Street C2 D3 c1870s/ 

Mid-Victorian 

First floor façade retains Victorian detailing, consisting of groups of three windows 
with label mouldings and Tuscan style capitals, indicative of a Tudor style 
influence. Ground floor has been altered. South end in a distinctive & sympathetic 
manner with central group of multi-paned windows and section of stained glass. 
Shopfront to northern section (no 530) altered 1987. 

Rear part mid-20th century, painted brick with some glass brick and metal-framed 
windows. 

Office 532 Elizabeth Street - (front) 

C2 (rear) 

- 1987(façade) 

Victorian (rear) 

2 storey building, new rendered façade (or front section) with large picture 
windows and central section with glass bricks. 

Rear section is red brick with basalt sills, and segmental arched openings to 
ground floor. 
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ANF House 536-542 Elizabeth Street - D3 1989 7 storey building, rectangular concrete base (5 storeys) with engaged columns, 
different superstructure (2 storeys) with glazed façade. 

Showroom 544-550 Elizabeth Street - (front) 

C2 (rear) 

- Federation 
(except façade) 

Single storey building, new façade with aluminium sheeting to parapet, 
presumably had façade similar to no. 552-554, internally truss still evident. 

To rear, evident that it is part of group 544 to 562. 

Showroom 552-554 Elizabeth Street C2 ? Federation Single storey, red brick, lunette windows with prominent keystones, pedimented 
parapet, stucco bands including lintels. 

Showroom 556-562 Elizabeth Street C2 C3 

HO49 

Federation Single storey, brick and stucco, painted white, plinth, windows altered. 

 

Former store 566 Elizabeth Street D2 - 1920/ 

Interwar 

Designed by Gawler & Drummond for Williams & Co. 

There had been a hay and corn store at end of 19th century. The 1920 building 
originally had timber-framed double hung sash windows. It was altered in 1936 
and again in 1993. 

2 storey, modern recessed shopfront with concrete pillar, metal-framed windows 
to first floor obscured by screen. 

Rear, rendered, has a mixture of mid-20th and late 20th century windows, the latter 
being a former door. 

Former factory 568-570 Elizabeth Street D2 - 1920/ 

Interwar 

Designed by architect P. Poer for John Poer. 

2 storey, rendered façade with modern windows. Rear more intact with bracketed 
cornices, areas of painted brick between windows, largely rendered. 

Originally there were multi-paned windows to both elevations and timber doors. 
Original format has been retained though partly modified. 

Shop & factory 576-578 Elizabeth Street C2 C3 

HO50 

Late Victorian 
(front) 

1922/Interwar 
(rear) 

Shop: 2 storey, brick and stucco (quoining, architraves and sills, cornice and frieze) 
altered parapet. It initially had a verandah. 

Factory: designed by the architect H. J. Little. Remarkably intact. 2 storey, red 
brick and cement render, now painted. Decorative parapet and original timber-
framed windows with louvred sections. 

Shop 580 Elizabeth Street C2 C3 

HO51 

Late Victorian 2 storey, stucco façade, first floor intact with decorative architraves, cornice and 
parapet with scrollwork and panels of vermiculation. 
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Modern shopfront (1989). 

Showroom 582-588 Elizabeth Street - (front) 

D2 (rear) 

- 1910s/ 

Federation 

2 storey, modern façade, to the rear wide gable red brick, now painted. 

Vacant mid-1890s, single storey by early 1920s, 2nd storey added in 1965, façade 
altered recently. Intact to rear, wide brick gable front, now painted, openings with 
concrete lintels. 

Showroom 590-592 Elizabeth Street D2 - 1910s/ 

Federation 

2 storey, rendered façade with gable roof, pediment. 

2nd storey possibly added 1936. 

Former factory 594 -598Elizabeth Street C2 - 1940/Interwar Built for H. J. Nicholas. 

Functionalist style, 2 storey, brick, cantilevered hoods to bank of windows, clock. 
Some original openings painted over or blocked out. Single storey section to rear. 

Showroom 600-608 Elizabeth Street C2 - 1936/Interwar 2 storey, Moderne style, brick and rendered, now painted over, with speed lines. 
Visible windows are steel-framed, multi-pane, however many are boarded over. 
There had been a single storey building in the 1920s, altered in 1936. 

Royal Artillery Hotel 614-16 Elizabeth Street B2 B3 

HO52 

Mid-Victorian A hotel existed by 1861, though possibly not this building. 

3 storey, stucco façade with channelled rustication to ground floor and later tiling, 
decorative architraves to upper levels including hoods to first floor, second floor is 
an attic level. Some double hung sash windows with original vertical glazing bar. 
East part with plain external treatment is a 1925 addition. 

Former Repco 
Building 

618-630 Elizabeth Street C2 D3 1938 (façade)/ 

Interwar 

2 storey, Moderne style, now painted, giant order pilasters with tapestry bricks 
divides façade into bays, spandrel panels with tiling to bays, central recessed 
entry with cantilevered canopy and decorative parapet. 

Had been site of Phoenix Foundry at end of 19th century. 

Offices 632 Elizabeth Street D2 - Victorian with 

1980s (façade) 

2 storey, façade has a concrete, screen wall with round concrete pillar. Appears to 
be Victorian from rear, eg chimney. 

2 storey building, with a front setback existed by 1890s. It was altered in 1930s 
and 1940s, and additions to rear in 1957. Façade may date to 1983 alterations. 

Apartments 634-640 Elizabeth Street - - 2011 Multi-storey building under construction with podium base of 3 storeys, recessed 
upper tower. 
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Shop 642-644 Elizabeth Street D2 - Victorian 2 storey, front section probably built in late 19th century. Substantial alterations to 
façade (string course removed, cement rendered) and additions to the rear 
designed by P. J. O'Connor & Brophy in1957. 

2 storey, three windows with sills to first floor, rendered façade, much altered, 
modern aluminium-framed windows. 

Former Hollyford 
(part) 

648 Elizabeth Street D2 - 1939/ 

Interwar 

Designed by P. J. O'Connor as Hotel Hollyford 

Single storey, much altered, remnant original detailing to parapet (speed lines) 
however originally had a tiled dado (to match that of nos 650-652) and 3 sets of 
French doors alternating with windows (2 No.). 

Former Manchester 
Arms Hotel 

650-52 Elizabeth Street C2 - 1926/ 

Interwar 

Designed by A. P. Barnes. Later renamed to Hotel Hollyford. 

Commercial Palazzo style, 3 storey with cornice with prominent brackets, first 
floor balcony with metal balustrading, modern aluminium-framed windows. 
Replaced an earlier hotel building, which had existed from late 19th century. 
Ground floor altered, original canopies removed. 

Shop & factory 654 Elizabeth Street D2 - 1940/ 

Interwar 

Built by G. B. Bishop. 

Moderne style, 2 storey, clinker brick, metal-framed window and wide rendered 
parapet with speed lines to 1st floor, modern shopfront, though consistent with 
original configuration. The canopy was added in 1989. Intact to rear lane. 

Former foundry 656-658 Elizabeth Street C2 C3 

HO44 

c.1870s/ 

Victorian 

Unusual single storey, symmetrical stucco façade, three arched openings with 
prominent keystones and linked by string mouldings, central doorway and 
flanking windows, gable parapet and elaborate consoles (brackets). 

Apartments 660-666 Elizabeth Street - C3 2010 Multi-storey residential tower replaced single storey, red brick, Victorian era 
building with brick cornices and string mouldings. 

Former Auto Supply 
Co. (ASC) Building 

676-678 Elizabeth Street C2 - 1923/ 

Interwar 

Designed by architects Joy & McIntyre. 

Two storey, reinforced concrete including façade, a relatively early example of this 
material being used for the whole building. ASC monogram to parapet, elements 
of Art Deco style but unusually plain treatment, symmetrical with parapet and 
piers, prominent horizontal mouldings to upper part, modern aluminium-framed 
windows. Some original decorative detailing and multi-paned windows removed. 
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Evan Evans Flags 
Buildings 

680-682 Elizabeth Street C2 D3 1914/ 

Federation 

3 storey, red brick, with wide rendered bands to each level including curved 
parapet, timber-framed windows, 

Rear additions designed by the architect Frank Stapley date to 1922. Red brick 
with concrete lintels. Two windows to 2nd storey have been removed. 

The shopfront possibly dates to 1927. 

Former garage 684-688 Elizabeth Street C2 (D3) 1910s/ 

Federation 

Pair of symmetrical single storey brick sections, now painted. Distinctive profile to 
stepped parapets, modern aluminium-framed openings. Unpainted to rear with 
circular louvres, pair of gable roofs evident. 

Office 690-694 Elizabeth Street - ?(D3) Federation Vacant during the late 19th century, there was a single storey building by early 
1920s, which was linked to Till's buildings behind at 223 Pelham Street. 2nd storey 
added in 1960 and façade probably altered subsequently. 

2 storey, brick, with modern shopfront. 

Former Commercial 
Bank of Australia 

696-708 Elizabeth Street B2 B3 

HO54 

1885/ 
Victorian 
 
 
 
 

1925/Interwar 
(garage) 

Designed by Peter Matthews and constructed by William Hoskings. Later National 
Bank of Australia (1920s). It has a central 2 storey section and single storey section 
to Pelham St (east). The stucco façades to each side are slightly different but have 
arched windows to both levels, aedicules to corner entry and projecting parts of 
each façade. Channelled rustication to the ground floor and cast iron balustrading 
at the corner. 

Single storey garage to Elizabeth St designed by Gawler & Drummond in 1925. Art 
Deco style with panelled parapet. Arched opening has original multi-paned 
windows to upper part and modern infill below. 
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