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WHAT IS MELBOURNE’S URBAN FOREST?

Melbourne’s urban forest is the sum of all the trees and other vegetation growing throughout our city. Our urban forest populates our streets, parks, plazas, private gardens, campuses, river banks, railway corridors, backyards, community gardens and even green roofs and walls. It enables us to connect with nature and to discover the living breathing part of our city. 

Urban forests are not new. They have been around for as long as people have lived in cities. But in recent years communities and governments have started to see trees in urban settings as having more than just an aesthetic value. 

Cities around the world are now regarding trees and other vegetation as critical urban infrastructure – as important to how a city functions as roads or public transport and vital to the health and wellbeing of residents and visitors.
WHAT DOES IT DO?
Our urban forest provides the city with a multitude of benefits. Some of these include;
· Absorbing air pollutants and improving air quality
· Providing habitat for wildlife and supporting biodiversity

· Cooling the city and mitigating the urban heat island effect*
· Reducing stormwater flows and the nutrient loads that end up in our waterways. 

· Sequestering and storing carbon - a typical mature tree can store as much as 10 tonnes of carbon**
· Providing attractive green spaces for everyone to enjoy 
· Encouraging physical activity – tree lined pathways are proven to promote increased walking and cycling, which have multiple flow-on health benefits
· Recent studies show access to trees and parks helps reduce stress, childhood obesity and depression

THE FUTURE

Melbourne is changing rapidly. Over the past decade our population has doubled to almost 100,000, with projections forecasting about 180,000 by 2030. Everyday, almost 800,000 people enter the city as workers, students or visitors. 
We expect that from 2030 onwards, our climate will be changing. Scientists tell us that climate change will make Melbourne hotter, we will see less rainfall and face a greater risk of flooding.
Our urban forest, will be vital in managing our response to climate change and planning for our city’s future growth. Our trees and natural landscapes will cool our streets, bringing surface temperatures down, manage our stormwater more effectively as well as providing many health benefits.

To ensure that Melbourne continues to be a great place to live, work, visit and play, we need to plan and manage our urban forest effectively and also to start visioning how it might look in the future.
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URBAN FORESTS RESOURCE LINKS

 Urban Forests around the world

New York: 

http://www.milliontreesnyc.org/html/urban_forest/urban_forest.shtml
http://www.thehighline.org/
 

San Francisco:
http://www.fuf.net/
http://www.urbanforestmap.org/
 

Brisbane:

http://www.brisbane.qld.gov.au/environment-waste/Brisbanes-trees/Brisbanes-urban-forest/index.htm
 

Sydney: 
http://www.northsydney.nsw.gov.au/www/html/7144-north-sydney-draft-urban-forest-strategy.asp
The Urban Heat Island Effect
http://www.earthsci.unimelb.edu.au/~jon/WWW/uhi-melb.html 

Climate change
http://www.climatechange.gov.au/ 

http://www.csiro.au/resources/ps16p.html 
Carbon Sequestration

http://www.aph.gov.au/library/pubs/climatechange/responses/mitigation/carbon.htm 
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Thermal image of Melbourne showing the urban heat island effect, where built-up zones are often warmer than rural areas, particularly after dark. On a hot day, the city can be up to seven degrees warmer than the surrounding countryside. The Urban Forest cools the city and mitigates the urban heat island effect. The red and orange areas in this image illustrate the hotter parts of the city.



*The urban heat island effect means that built-up zones are often warmer than rural areas, particularly after dark. On a hot day, the city can be up to seven degrees warmer than the surrounding countryside.
**  Carbon sequestration is the removal of carbon dioxide from the atmosphere. Trees do this through the natural process of photosynthesis.

