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ABOUT THIS
PROJECT

As part of the 2020 Victorian Seniors Festival
re-imagined, City of Melbourne's Ageing and
Inclusion team set out to deliver a community
arts initiative to celebrate and showcase the
unique life experiences and diversity of older
Melburnians.

With their background in creative community
engagement, Radical Attic (artists Alia, Brendan
and Shaun) were selected to complete the
concept and design of ‘The Years of Our Lives'
community timeline project.

Playful ‘reflection packs' were translated into five
languages and distributed by mail to interested
members of the community. The distribution

of packs was supported by local community
organisations including the Salvation Army,
Unison House and other key community leaders.

A submission form via Participate Melbourne
was also designed for interested members of
the community with access to the internet.

Participants were asked to share their
reflections and treasured memories which were
categorised into themes of accomplishment,
adventure, change, community, hobbies

and significant or influential people. Many
beautifully detailed responses were received
from more than twenty individuals throughout
Melbourne. From here, Radical Attic curated the
selection of responses contained in this book.

We would like to extend our deepest gratitude
and thanks to every individual and organisation
who supported the development, design and
delivery of ‘The Years of Our Lives' community
timeline project in 2020.



INTRODUGTION

2020 has been a year that many of
us will never forget. In the face of
various challenges, we felt inspired to
consider other significant, unusual or
unforgettable years in the lives of
our community. We proudly present
the result: The Years of Our Lives, a
community timeline project.

Contained within these pages you will
discover stories of love and loss, artistry
and adventure, migration, childhood,
achievement ... and even teapots! Each
wonderfully reflective submission was

read with care and consideration. We only
wish there was more space within these
pages to include them all.

Just as varied as the stories themselves,
our 24 contributors reflect Melbourne's
vibrant culture and diversity. Thank you to
each and every individual who entrusted
their memories and photos 10 US. We
hope you enjoy reading these stories: let
them take you on a journey through ‘The
Years of Our Lives' and our treasured City
of Melbourne community.

We respectfully acknowled iti '
ge the traditional custodians of co '
il ) untry in the areas where this projec
y pects to all Elders past, present and emerging. We would also like to pay our respejctstttooﬁil?stl?\lcaet.ixes

communiti ' ' '
es across Australia whose ongoing story on this land extends back tens of thousands of years

2020




| AVPARO

COLLAZOS
UMBARILA

Born in
Bogota, Colombia

Moved to Melbourne
2006

DAINA
OZOLINS

Born in
Swindon, UK

Moved to Melbourne
1969

BOB
EVANS

“Born in

Albury, NSW

Moved to Melbourne
2001

| DIANE

NOEL

Born in
Sydney, NSW

Moved to Melbourne
1980

CONTRIBUTORS

CATHERINE
VAN WILGENBURG

" Bornin

Leicester, UK

Moved to Melbourne
1980

' DIANE

MCDONALD

" Bornin
~ St. Kilda, VIC



EDITH
NELSON

Born in
Williamstown, VIC

JANETTE
BARNETT

Born in
Geelong, VIC

CONTRIBUTORS

FRANCESS
RUFFAUT

Born in
Mauritius

Moved to Melbourne
1981

JESSICA
MARTIN

Born in
Ismailia, Egypt

" Moved to Melbourne
1974

IRENE
MILLAR

Born in
Belfast, Northern Ireland

Moved to Melbourne
1981

JOANNA
FOWLER

Born in

X | Shanghai, China

Moved to Melbourne

» | 1990



CONTRIBUTORS

JOSE ALONSO & KEMAL
JULIE HARRINGTON 0ZTURK
Born in Born in

Cuba (Jose) and Massachusetts USA (Julie) - Denizli, Turkey
Moved to Melbourne Moved to Melbourne
1969 (Jose) and 1970 (Julie) 1989

LOURDES MAVIS NELIDA
BRENT BARBOUR CORNU
Born in Born in
: Hong Kong Formosa, Argentina
a | | Moved to Melbourne Born in ! Moved to Melbourne
1966 Melbourne,VIC 1970




CONTRIBUTORS

PATRICIA - ROSEMARY SONIA TAGLE
HOLTON NOBLE DE GUZMAN
Born in Born in
; Adelaide, SA Santiago, Chile
ngz"r ’o’;/ o I;ﬂg;c;d to Melbourne | : l;,fg;zd to Melbourne
WEI MIAO WILMA
HUA ROSSIGNUOLO
Born in
Shanghai, China
Moved to Melbourne Born in

2003 Melbourne, VIC
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WHAT WE LOVE ABOUT MELBOURNE
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COMMUNITY TIMELINE
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- 1930s-40s
i °

Janette Barnett

| cannot believe 971 years have passed.
| recall early years of sSwWimming lessons,
kicking on the Ironing board across

Eastern Beach pool. which was at the end

of the street in Fast Geelong where we
lived in g lovely Art Deco flat

b e e



1950s-40s
®

Edith Nelson

| was the youngest in a family of four children
with two sisters and a brother. We all lived in a
three bedroom rented timber home. The kitchen
was the hub of the home and a small scullery
across the hallway had one cold water tap. We did
own a refrigerator and consequently the ice man
reqularly delivered a fresh frozen block at least
rwice a week and more often In summer when
soaring temperatures accelerated the thawing of
the ice. Milk was delivered daily in the early hours
of each morning and if awake one could hear the
clop, clop, clop of the horse pulling the wagon as
he travelled along his regular route.
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Irene Millar

The first raids in Belfast were in August
1947 and there was an underground air raid
shelter where we had to take refuge - | can
still remember listening to the whistling of
the bombs as they were dropped. It was
terrifying.

The day after the second raid we evacuated

to Portrush, a beautiful seaside resort 65
miles from Belfast where most people

went to spend summer holidays. We lived

in a house called Seaview, a weatherboard
cottage much like the Australian miner
cottages. On Friday night a huge bath was
filled with water boiled from the stove, where
we all bathed one at a time in the middle of
the room.

The dunny was outside and it had to be
emptied each night after dark. Two of us had
to take it to the cliffs and most nights it would
be blowing a gale so you could imagine what
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could happen! And there
argument over who was
Portrush has a specjal
and will always bring bac
When the war ended w
Belfast and the celebratio
| will never forget. My bro
SiISters and | walked into
Whelre Everyone was ce|
SINging and hugging an
Crowd! It was a fantasti
walked home again

was always an
going.

pIaCQ in my neart
k fond memories.
€ went back to
1S were something
ther Jack 5 of my
Belfast to the dock
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Jessica Martin

When | was 5 years of age | went to a French-speaking Catholic convent school in Egypt
where we lived. Because at that time i could not speak French - | felt solace and peace
going to the school church and praying. That experience led me to my interest in prayer
and various faiths. | love spirituality - all religions - and | have studied many. Christianity,
Judaism, Hinduism, Buddhism, Islam, Meditations...It makes me feel content with love at
the helm of all activities. How we think makes all the difference in life..and | feel it's the most
joyful life when understanding fills our thoughts with good. It certainly is the most special
gift..the very best hobby to practice. | love the understanding of thought - and of love.




1946

®
Edith Nelson

September 8th, 1946 was the date | had

ol o eagerly awaited to travel from Melbourne to

Perth by rail with my mother. She was 1o visit i
ner mother and family whom she had not seen |
for 19 years since moving to Melbourne for her
marriage.

Spencer Street Station was the hub for
country and interstate travel, all powered Dy
steam engines. | can almost still smell the
smoke from the large engine which was 1o
oull the carriages for our overnight journey to
Adelaide. Silhouetted in the billowing smoke
was a group of friends and family gathered
to farewell us, and endowing us with ample i
: sweets and chocs to sustain us across the 5
= ' Nullabor.
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Arriving in Adelaide the following morning
allowed us free time to explore the city before
embarking on our second leg, boarding a
different locomotive to Port Pirie. We were
then able to board the Transcontinental, a
beautiful luxurious train that was to be our
home for the next two plus days.

The luxury was well beyond what any eight
year old could imagine. The train needed to
stop along the way to refill the tanks with
water 1o generate the steam needed to power
it. This allowed us the opportunity to meet
and interact with Aboriginal people who had
walked many miles across the desert to trade
their handmade wares. | still have a kangaroo
shaped from Mulga wood which | treasure.

The wonderment of the never ending desert
with its vibrant red colours contrasted agamlst
the blue sky has never left meland | am still In
awe of the magic it created with stunted shrubs,

bushes and hills. |
Kalgoolie was a welcome stop, and it was

| also the birthplace of my mother and where she

ived until she was 16. The next and final leg was
an overnight journey to Perth. Compared tolthe
Trans Continental this was quite a bumpy ride.

The arrival at Perth station was tumultuous as
the entire family was there to welcome us.

/-u'-—_



1947

Pat Holton

In 1947, my mother, brother, Slister an{d
myself were left homeless. We lived b.e %rgm
then in a quaint weatherboard house In o
Carlton, but the !ess—than—honourab‘e ovpter
suddenly wanted the hossi fg;@\f daughter.

tly, we were KICKE .
Su@?efﬂ%i?weghad separated from our fatk;err
some years earlier so we wWere really Q:hgr
own. We had the options of living at &l

our grandmother’s home, or our great-

others. However, my mother was an

Sl man and was

independent and fastidious wo e
not able to live In SOMEONE else's orr; .
Recause of the housing Sho‘rtage a %er
the war, the government had little tog er
homeless families except abamdome at
army housing. We first had a br\ef sga?
Cisherman's Bend, a place of unlined tin

| ——

sheds. | imagine such lodgings were very
unhealthy, but we survived by finding

the humour in it. There were no cooking
facilities in the huts and one had to cook

in the community cooking hut. My mother
was scared of the rough wormen in that hut,
SO I became the family cook. The tough
ones don't worry me and it was warm in the
cookhouse - a quality not to be undervalued
when living in those huts without heating.

My mother was so disgusted by the

appalling conditions that she contacted

The Sun and the politicians of the day. |
rermember Mr Cain Senior [34™ Premier of
Victorial and his colleagues Interviewing
Mum. We hit the headlines with a picture of
Mr Cain and Co. They agreed that whilst the
conditions might have been good enough
for soldiers, they were certainly not good
enough for families. Needless to say we
were out of there the next day.

——




But once again we were out of the frying
pan and into the fire. We were placed at Camp
Pell - in another unlined hut and close to the
tram lines that still run through the park near
the Zoo. We could hear the lions and tigers
growling through the night. The only attribute
was that since we were near the city our
grandmothers were able to bring good food
to us. There was to be no more pushing and
shoving in the cookhouse.

Because | was only 12 or 13 years old, the
conditions didn't seem so bad to me...[t was
like living in the country, if you walked away
from the camp area. And of a night time
the lights of Flemington were beautiful. But
my dear Mum must have had a torrid time.
She worked at the Dunlop factory in Port
Melbourne at the time, weighing tennis balls.
They were white then.

N

s
!
|

| Sometimes | think back to Camp Pell and
na vvay.l am grateful. It was one of those
trials of life that teach you coping skills. |

nave no stigma about living there, Many

people | have met are quite shocked that |
lived there. But really there is nothing to be
ashamed of; it was just 3 sign of the times
and they were hard times. believe me ,

e
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Pat Holton at Camp pell Housing, 1947



Rosemary Noble

My mother began teaching me how to knit and sew when | was quite a young child, so
| was making my own clothes by the time | went to high school. As the years rolled on |
gradually added new crafts to my repertoire, taking up embroidery and macrame while at
college, then later needlepoint, crochet, applique and more adventurous dressmaking.

These hobbies have never left me and | always have at least one or two books on the go

a need!epomt cushion tO. complete, or an appliqued quilt to finish. They are what | turn to
when | am feeling reflective and will always turn my mood around.

\’




1960

Diane's friend as a
- bridesmaid (right)
® Diane Noel
, Life comes
| met my good friend at Business College full circle and

in Sydney 60 years ago. | had not seen her
for about 20 years as she had been living in
Singapore and then Switzerland due to her
husband's work. On my first overseas trip, at

she now lives on
the Mornington
. Peninsula and

| wecan see
o0 years of age, | was in Switzerland which L one another
provided an opportunity to meet. | was to regularly. We

catch the train from Lucerne to Zurich But
oh no! | caught the wrong train. This was of having known o

before mobile phones and | could not let her one another’s parents and submgs and
Know — was | going to miss her? Fortunately | heen observers of each other's journeys
she thought | had probably missed the train | of life. Whatever it was that sparked our
and waited for the next one. It was as though | friendship as young girls it is still there

we had only seen one another a few days and | am most grateful.
ago Instead of 20 years.

have the history

. -

B
N




2. iy lre.
~/966

- o s
e Pz Y

Hew«
e
:céyfcmc¢ Ase C//chc
2 G/\%’Z}/ cgf//?”ar/ (}"Ji
j g . ?jffﬂ‘ JO/ u////z,//fa;
S S poralspl Gezdly
= 7/%)/&/5?5?’*3&/’7
:’:r’ya”é t)lfai‘?" ‘lg' <
2 v L/E_]C/.{

19606

00030 udgg

Aoy

J0

Kemal Oztiirk

After 24 months of compulsory military
service | moved from lzmir to the capital B frscvoicy
: : B olper o iy
city of Turkey, Ankara. | was working at the g{g{;%«fzﬁzgge; ;
ng 4 j”;:/ ié/cj:;z’
B g i

|

Ministry of Public Works and one day when
| was having lunch | met a group of women

office workers. One of the girls was following |
ry conversation and smiling at me. We One week later, | wrote a love card and
started to reqularly have lunch with ner | posted itto her work address. The card had
friends at the same table. Sl of Mickey Mouse and the vvordsa
One Saturday night, | started 1o write my Do you know how much | love you?" on th
life story. In two days, | wrote 99 small pages | e When you opened the card ulnder :
in one green notebook and by the last line Mlckey Mouse's arms it said ”Thisl much’
| was proposing marriage! | decided to get S'g,ﬂed Anonymous. | stated in m '
narried.... but how? | hadn't even talked with | will wait at the Magnoli s
. | la coffee bar at 5.30
pm on Friday (two days later).

her personally at this point.

bistn




| waited for her at the coffee bar near the
small lemon tree. Just before 6pm, she arrived
with a big smile. My hands were shaking. |
tried to smile at her. | said "I'm sorry, | like
surprises.’

She brought my love card with her and said,
‘| know, | had a feeling that the person who
wrote the card was you!" We walked together
rowards the bus stop, and just before she
entered the bus, | gave her my green story
notebook and yellow pen. She refused to
take the pen and said, " | don't take gifts from

people | don't know .. but | will read your story.’

Following on from that day, we enjoyed
each other's company in a small burger bar
just around the corner from the office. We
exchanged stories, thoughts, hobbies and had
lots of laughs together. We fell in love with one
another.

On the next religious public holiday, |
travelled to Izmir by train, with the objective
of getting permission from my father
to marry her. My father resisted. but my
mother said "Follow your sense and heart
good luck son” | showed her a picture amd’
my mother kissed her picture. Then | left
lzmir with my mother's blessings.

Thrlee months later we organised a small
vv.eddmg ceremony at the council hall with
friends and some family members.




1966

®
Lourdes Brent

1966 was a very difficult year for me, one
that completely changed the course of my life.
My mother had organised for my older sister to
complete her high school education at Methodist
| adies College in Kew. However, my sister refused
to go at the last minute, so my mother substituted
e instead. At that time | was a timid Hong Kong
teenager who had just completed Form 4 (year 10)
in an Anglo-Chinese school. | had no knowledge of
Australia or even where it was.

| left in early February thinking this is just like a
school excursion. | had to survive motion sickness
most of the way, an unexpected overnight stop In
Manila, and navigating the transit in Sydney Airport
which did not have a Departure board in the 60s,
before reaching Melbourne three days later.




Opposite page: Lourdes as a young woman
Left: Methodist Ladies College field photo

Right: Lourdes (second from right) outside
of Methodist Ladies College, Kew

YT T .
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1969

Janette Barnett

My husband was seconded to | ondon where | answered an advert in the London
Times saying "swap luxury apartment in Paris for same in London"
spring in Paris were unforgettablel Looking from an upstairs window in the evening to the
street below...a lady of the night stood under 3 lamp, like somethin

g from a movie...during
the day buying lunch from 3 patisserie...sitting in Tuileries Gardens whilst children sailed a
yacht in the pond...

. Those three weeks in

7

R ' o
(source: https://www.timeout.com/pans/en/arts c

our—lvintage—photos-of—paris)
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Nelida Cornuy

. In 1970 | moved to Australia from
rgemtlna. | am so much happier in
Agstraha. | have had Many opportunities
arise including travelling, owning my own
business and raising my 2 children

.
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Diane McDonald
As an 18 year old | was fortunate to join a group of young people who were actively
iust world in which everyone had the

engaged in working together to try to create a |
chance to reach their potential. Before long | was invited to become a youth worker in this

organisation known as the YCW. The focus of our approach was to SEE (discover) issues
of injustice, JUDGE (discuss, explore, determine) what action might be required to address
the problem, and ACT together with others who were affected by the injustice to bring

about positive change.




1970

@ Julie Harrington
My husband and | had been living in Sydney |

for a couple of years, when we decided to
ove to Victoria for his new job in South
Melbourne. As | was finishing up my job prior
to joining him, we spoke regularly Dy phone
about his progress in house hunting.

One evening he reported excitedly, "I've
found the perfect place! 1t'l| be a surprise. Can
you come down this weekend to have a l0oK?"
Of course | could, and a few days later he met
e at Essendon Airport and drove directly to
the beautiful Botanic Gardens for a stroll.

“This will be our front gardent’

‘But where is the house”” | enquired.

“We'll get there very soon.” he replied, "but
first | have to show you our back garden,’
whereupon we drove 1o Fawkner Park and

another amble.
'And the house?" | reminded him.

g\ee’?j?;'y there now!" he responded

My clunosity had increased enormous|
by theﬁme we finally arrived at the ’housy’
N reality a derelict former 19th centur -
bakery, a genuine 'renovator's opportuymt :
It was a surprise all right, just as he had Y-
promxsed! However, the location was
magnificent, the price was right and w
bought the place. :

It was an interesting street. On one side
was a former family hotel, with the sign still
VISIble on the wall; on the other side wa ‘
dwelling that had been a butcher's sho >
ACross the way there was the Austrian .
grocery, earlier a chemist...altogether an
appealingly diverse neighbourhood

And that, dear reader, is how we éame t
purchase an infinite sink for time mon :
and effort - and so many marvell}ous i
moments - over the ensuing years

s



Jose Alonso

For many of us arriving in Australia ﬂﬁy
years ago, buying a house and renovating
t was a common practice. It sounded easy
until we realised the enormity of the task,
compounded with a three year old Chi\dl and
3 large Labrador-cross dog, @aroline Plece
of cake! |

Towards the end of painting the kitchen
ceiling, | decided to treat myself with my
grandmother’s "Nectar of the Gods' or
dulce de leche (milk sweet). This famous
dish consists of boiling an unopened tin
of sweetened condensed milk in p\enty of
water for about an hour, always making
sure that the tin doesn't boil dry.

‘Unfortunate/y, In anticipation of my
ultimate culinary reward | forgot to
check the water level and the tin blew
Up spectacularly, decorating the freshly
painted ceiling with specks of solidified
condensed milk. Disaster!

My little son shouted, “Dad. let Caroline
clean the ceiling!" I hoisted her to my
shoulder to do her best. She eagerly licked
up the dulce de leche and then lay down to

digest my treat. Minutes later she emitted
the loudest burp we had ever heard.

Moral of the story: An unwatched tin
poils dry!

Above left: Julie and
Jose's ‘renovator’s
opportunity’.

Right: Julie and Jose
with their dog Caroline




1975

Rosemary Noble

| met the man who was to become my partner not
long after moving to Victoria. Our relationship lasted
for around twenty vears and it was only after we had
parted ways that | realised what a profound influence
he had on my life and the things | value.

David's love of the country and the natural world was
evident. He was a dedicated native plant lover and we
often spent weekends and holidays walking through
hushland looking for rare plants or identifying birds and
other animals by their calls and tracks.

In spite of the fact thatiam a committed city dweller,
| love to get out into the countryside and enjoy the
many and varied landscapes that make up Australia.
| have David to thank for awakening my appreciation
of our natural world and an intense interest in
environmental and sustainability issues.

;\




for a passport photo

Sonia and her 3 boys, used ]] 9 7 6

Sonia Tagle de Guzman

We moved to Australia from Chile on the 227 of May 1976: my husband and me, our
daughter, and three sons - two teenagers and two younger children. On 11 September
1973 the Chilean government was taken by the military forces and my husband was sent
{0 a concentration camp up the north of the country and was away from the family for
nine months. My brother-in-law got a job for me in a big cormnpany distributing goods, In
the Kardex offices.

\/Vherj my husbahd was exonerated and sent home, he could not find work because we
were sU‘lI with a military government. We had to decide what to do and the obvious was
emigration. We sent applications to the Australian and Canadian consulates. We were

accepted by both - but Australia was first.




Kemal Oztiirk

My biggest hobby IS photography. It started
when we came to Australia in the 1970's. Firstly,
| bought a small Kodak camera and color film.
Then a Nikon F1. My main subjects were my
family: my wife, my kids, and my mother who
came to Australia after my father passed away.
| used our bathroom for my darkroom. From
portrait photography to landscape took me a
while to learn.

Then we moved from Sydney to Melbourne.
We loved Melbourne and there were more
places to discover and take more photos.
Especially street photos, action photos,
community photos. | now have more than half
a million photos.

| went five times to Turkey. My son and |
visited historical ruins and cities and | took over
100,000 photos. | took my best photos from
istanbul to 1zmir. Some of those photos were
exhibited at a Melbourne gallery.



1976
o

Lourdes Brent

IN 1976, my husband and | got a group

of friends together to share his love for
Australian wines, over dinner at home or
local restaurants. This soon became more
reqular and included pre-dinner badminton
(to work up the appetite!), visits to wine
regions, and selecting wine for cellaring.

IN 1989, we incorporated the group as the
Victorian Wine Appreciation Soclety (VWAS)
to facilitate bulk purchasing of wine and to
get invitations to trade shows.

The group meet every Wednesday evening
They each bring a masked bottle of wine
for tasting during dinner. Each wine S rated
and tasted to identify its origin, grape-type,
vintage and the winemaker.

/

For special occasions, all would bring their
"cellar-best” bottle to share. So far, the
group has met 1,826 times over the |ast
four decades and consumed 8,450 bottles

of wine all duly recorded.

Getting together with life-long friends to
share the enjoyment of food and wines
on a regular basis helps release Stress
from work and life. The benefit is obwous
in the statistics - whilst 1 In 3 marriages
in Australia end in divorce, all Ofthe group
have remained happily married with no
divorces in four decades!

VWAS @ Coonawarra
Cabernet Celebration
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Irene Millar

My son surprised me by taking me to the Bridge Hotel in Richmond where a jazz band
was playing - because he knew New Orleans jazz was my favourite! Back then every
Sunday was the spread eagle jazz day. Unfortunately these venues don't have bands
anymore so | have been attending Jazz Festivals and conventions ever since.

| went to the Port Fairy Jazz Festival in 2019 with some of my jazz friends most of whom

've known for over 40 years or more. | have been going {0 jazz at the Clyde Hotel in
Carlton every Sunday for 12 years.
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Kemal Oztiirk

| was one of the founding members of the Sydney Turkish Labourer's League, and
became Secretary of the management committee between 1977 = 1985. We engaged the
community to support working migrants, and one key gap which came up time and time
again was the need for childcare for working families.

During this time, we collaborated with both Turkish and Kurdish people around the
Auburn area to establish a child care centre that would support the cultural diversity of
the area. But to set up a co-op childcare required significant support and funding. We
conduclteld numerous fund-raising activities and one of my proud moments durihg the
fund-raising campaign was directing a famous Turkish writer's play called "Aladagli Musa'".

After a number of sell out sessions in Sydney, we were commissioned to also perform for
the Melbourne community.

After securing the initial funds we located an old house, 44 Susan Street in the late (0's,
and planned and carried out an extensive renovation to establish the childcare centre. The
centre is still open today and most of the directors are of Turkish and Kurdish heritage.
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Catherine van Wilgenburg

| studied at South Australian School of
Art finding my creative thread in working
through materials to understanding
my migrant journey to becoming
Alstralian: addressing my colonial
baggage and digging deep into a truer
Australian history. In 1980 | moved to
Melbourne to take up a position with the
Ministry for the Arts as artists costume
designer for the International Year of the
Disabled. This led to roles as an Artist Ia
Community Residence at Gronn Place
and Barkly St HousIng Commission, then
4 trainer in the Artists in Community
Training Program.

Clockwise from top:
: | : SA School of Art Class of 1976 (Catherine is in the back row third fro't;

" the right); Catherine in 1978 at art school; ‘The Choices We Were Given'
collage 1978; ‘All Queens and Princesses’ collage 1978
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Left: portrait of Bruce
Pascoe by Catherine, acrylic
paint and traditional spirit
stain on Gray Box bark

Right:'Eastern Barred
Bandicoot/Marsupial
Masterpieces' Ecoartwork
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Nelida Corny

The years my children were born.
| couldn't explain how much my life
changed. | had been waiting nearly 11
years before my beautiful da ughter was
born. | felt so blessed,
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witl. BERT ORR

AMERICA

Places

NEW YORK ~ BINGHAMPTON I passed through

. N
H IAGRA FALLS - ONTARIO, CANADA
PIA,
% " SBURGH , BREEZEWATER ~ PENNSYLVANIA

COLUMBUS - OHIO

. » INDIANAPOLIS - KEN

Mavis Barbour e
| took 4 V» months of my long service to v O

travel with Bert Orr who | met at St Kilda punsio - g
Town Hall. He bought a Datsun car but s e i
he had poor eyesight, so he left the car e
permanently at my place, and | became A g
his driver (for 14 years!). He liked theatre, T

LOs
ANGELES, and finally san FRANCISCO

movies, ballet, horse racing and live shows
so It was great.

On that trip, we went to Hong Kong and
the United Kingdom. Then by the ship Queen
Clizabeth 2 to New York. There we travelled
throughout America including Niagara Falls,
St Louis, and the Grand Canyon.

e e

Queen Elizabeth2.
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Sonia Tagle de Guzman

Brigitte. How to describe her? | could say.
She was tiny, her beautiful black eyes were
smiling before her mouth and her long hair
was caught in a pony-tail tide.

| remmember her running to me and nholding

me, always ready to be cuddled, always
ready to love, so easy to be loved

One day my daughter rang me up. It was
such a joy to receive her telephone calls
because | was not only able to talk to her
but also to my little grandchildren Pablo and
Brigitte. But that day was different there |
was, the telephone in my hand. no sound Ia

My mouth, my head exploding, and it was as  §

If all of a sudden the world stopped.

.

That couldn't happen
to us. Only one sound In
my mind "Cancer’, that
horrible word. No, that
couldn't be true, not to a

irl only three years old! |
: How can | describe the agony during the

time after, visiting her in the hospital, ﬂymg
from Melbourne to Sydney where they )lved,
the hope in her recuperation, the suffering,
the pain. |

She never lost the smile, she never
stopped singing and playing, until she was
too weak to do so.

Brigitte died at the age of five years old.
Her short life left us in the sweetness and
the richness of the moments that we share

with her.

@ \
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Bob Evans

'd been working for the Nimrod Theatre Company for about three years as the theatre's
oublic relations manager. The company was losing its way. It had moved from its second
home in a converted salt and sauce factory in Belvoir Street Surrey H|I|S, to 3 Sou!fless
venue on the edge of Sydney University. Feeling unmotivated and uninspired, | resigned.

| did a ring-around of arts editors, journalists and colleagues to break the news. Over a
beer with the Arts Editor of the Sydney Morning Herald | suggested that | could contribute
stories on writers and actors similar to other freelance writers. Instead of taking up my
offer, she countered with the news that the paper's second theatre reviewer had resigned
suddenly and invited me to audition for the job. | accepted the challenge, passed the
audition and wrote reviews and articles for 10 years, ultimately becoming the paper's
senior theatre reviewer.

&
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Daina Ozolins

| finally escaped to go travelling, which |
?Sg wanted to do for ages, definitely since
Chm@@.g‘gthe meantime I'd learned to speak

Wheh | was in Tianjin (X)) | went for 3
walk with my guide, a Chinese man around
some local streets (a non-tourist aréa) A
crowd was gathered watching Someth'ing
We stopped and watched also. The crovvd
started looking at me, whispering to each
other “it's a foreigner!” Just then we walked
off, me saying in fluent Mandarin “I'm not
foreign I'm an English!” ,

o Ts o (6D g ()

W b 49 go ren

There was a twitter of laughter and
confusion reigned supreme as | had
not conversed with my guide but | still
replied in fluent Mandarin. Gotcha -
they weren't expecting that!

| also visited Hong Kong which was
amazing. | only went there because |
knew some people - | went for three
days and stayed three months. That
time included working In a Japanese
department store pretending to be
Canadian. It was fun (including trying
to learn Cantonese). I'm sad that

| have not been able to reconnect

or move there - | felt alive being

overseas!

M



Mavis with RENEGADES

l composer Rose Turtle Ertler H 9 9 @

Mavis Barbour

When | retired | took up ballroom dancing (New Vogue) and met so many people over
the years. Sometimes | went to evening dances but mainly afternoon dances. So | always
had somewhere to go and dancing was really exercising happily to music, for me. I am
still a dancer. | dance once a fortnight at Southport Retired Persons Group Inc.

Tben in 2014 At the age of 84 | was invited to join a group of retirees who were doing a
Seniors Week play called RENEGADES. | did a foxtrot to the music "Exhibition Swing”.
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Whi .
tookg;éalyvv;s vgorkmg for the railway |
7 " . pNotos, es '
Daina Ozolins Ipswich Workshops vverepfocggy la e
Once upon a time, a long long time ago, iOCUWGDted various procedureg -Oged...l |
| was a fully fledged mechanical engineer - < overhaul of the 2600 diesel mC"Udmg
with many talents..latent heat stored inside... edbank. engines in

Out of the blue from Queensland came a call
from Queensland Railways. John Lane said
they needed engineers and | needed a Job SO
| went there and met him & he said | could
have a job! So | took it!

| didn't know that most engineers did not
like women engineers, and | didn't know
how | was going to fit in..but somehow nhe
found the perfect place for me to move,
where being female was more allowed, not
with aircon but with Neville Smith and a
small compact group! And so | became a
female mechanical engineer and moved to
Townsville.

\
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Joanna Fowler

This was the yeat

rennis with my husba
keep Me nealthy and have improved My

confidence. | find golf very skitful and
challenging. Tennis is faster and needs
quicK thinking. | have et alot of local
people and made NEW friends playing

these Sports.

| took up golf and
REREse nhobbies




MD-1990s | ,

¢ Diane Noel

| started collecting teapots and now have
3 collection of seventy in many categories
(Australian, overseas, eastern influence, novelty),
shapes and sizes. The majority have been
collected on travels with my husband, Richard,
hoth overseas and in Australia. In the beginning |
collected what | liked but, with so many 10 display
and limited space, | have documented them and
now only purchase to fill gaps in categories. A
few years ago a small selection were displayed
ot the East Melbourne Library. Itis also fun to
select which one | will use when having Visitors.
Collecting teapots has also expanded to knitting
fun tea cosies for both myself and friends.
When stopping at Australian country towns 1t 1s
5 wonderful opportunity to explore Op Shens,
Collectables and Antique Stores as you'll never
know what a wonderful teapot you will discover.

T ———
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Joanna Fowler
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Ausiraliarn Civizenship &

(ortificate of Australian Citizenship

] i : fied the conditions
] . cjrizenship. having sarisfie dil
l : el f OO i { of such a Cerl. fi
having _ﬂ‘ﬁﬂfredﬁjrﬂ :1- ﬁ:{ian Citizenship Act 1948 ﬁa_r ‘:}fe. g.rn;:_ ﬂu{f such
presire o ﬁ;ﬂi; undertaken 10 fulfil the responsibiliites
anl I
on and sgulticultural Affi
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cter [OF graon o ihe abovena
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in 1995 | became an Australian Citizen.
Before | got this life was not as easy. With this |
feal Australian. | feel more than happy.

(source: bravomigration‘com.au)



Diane Noel

How would you feel about going to Delhi in India with Automotive Training Australia 1o "998
conduct 4 x 1 week workshops In Erontline Management for Engineers”? | had been with .

swinburne University TAFE working with industry for a few years delivering this program : @
SO MYy response was "Ves' What an interesting and enjoyable experience it turned out to
he Their supervision and management challenges were the sarme as those experienced
in Australia. The participants all spoke and could read and write English but had different
dialects depending on what part of India they came from. it was interesting hearing
thern convert 1o their mother tongue when discussion got neated. | would love 10 know

how their careers progressed.

wWhile | was in Delhi, my daughter s
MUM' was all it said, so the office S

me. That afternoon they presented me wit
a little | can still fit Into.

ent me a fax for my birthday. 'HAPPY BIRTHDAY
uld not help but know it was a special day for
h a beautiful traditional outfit that, if | breathe In

. . Left: Diane's students on a chai break
Right: Diane wearing the outfit, with an ATA rep




1997

Bob Evans

In April 1997 | met my partner Marisa.

x Marisa is a celebrated cook with an

expansive knowledge of ingredients and an
nstinctive sense of flavours that contrast and
complement, and who cooks not So much by
the book but by look and feel and smell. She

s the author of two cookbooks. One she Is
particularly proud of is titled Sicilian Seafood
Cooking and the memory | distinctly recall is of
us taking photos around Sicily for the book. One
morning, we visited a small beachside town
called Mondello, not far from Palermo, and saw
this row of small fishing boats moored to a pier.
It was the perfect photo for the book. It became
the cover. She is imaginative and inquisitive. A
generous, caring considerate friend.

—




1999

Edith Nelson
As with all travel, It is not necessarily the

destination, but the people you meet along
the way.

My husband and | were cruising along
the Rhine River and stopping along the
way allowed us time 1o venture ashore
and explore townships for a few hours. We
were in a small town in Germany browsing
in a shop when the store owner recognised
our ‘Aussie’ accents and asked if we had
time to speak with his eldery mother.

His mother eagerly told us of her interest
and connection to Australia. In the late
1940s/early 50s she and her husband
travelled to Australia with assurance of
work at the Snowy Mountains project. She
was only 19 years old when her husband
eft for the mountains leaving her alone
1 Melbourne with just a few pounds 10

e

support her until she found work. She
approached a small hotel in F\inders
Street but was reluctant to let anyone
Know that she was German, as wound
were still fresh after WW2. T}he innkee S
jvinhsgd herlrp)ight and offered her ajobper
sSmMa |
A wage and a room to live
Her husband was obligated to work

on the Snovvy for two years as migrant
at that time were all employees in :
government jobs. It was quite ironic that
only one month previous my husband
and | had visited the Snowy Mountains
We had no Idea of the magnitude and |
sheer brilliance of the project. It was
built by people from all over the world
attracting skilled tradesmen labour ’
and many Australians. I 50

e AT
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Upon returning to Australia, | mailed a Boltts, Yol

hook to the lady which | had purchased 1. @ e
Dimt R prachenfels
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the book which gave her much pleasure.

at the gift shop of the Snowy Project. b

The return mail confirmed that she had it 1}\\&\

We exchanged letters and gifts for some ﬁﬁ '-§mm1\
;‘gy L ,’(ﬁi‘}‘*-

discovered photos of her nusband within
time until we heard that she had died. s s el
Adventure can be found in unusual \ SR
& ; T

dlaces with unexpected meetings that s~ 0N }g:/\, N
| | | ;! - Gondert A e T L« Eqenbrel

leave an impact with one for life. by sl . ? ﬂ{.&

;::‘ ‘\QM}\ réig- 1 \‘V\B o Rir fnstein Markshurs

sentof o Rhens : m.l. - %

& Kan"gsw'mter

gehiofh Engers

rden
Cochem A e
cralzente

¥ gamp-Botanorel

M_Fﬁl Burg Kat/

-4 st Goarshausen

217 by
derwald
- ﬁ\' ‘:‘j\i\'\\fr‘nn\
L | Assmanns: | 3
3
i, ) Q
e

s Riideshel®™
{ Elwville \\

r
Wiesbaden”/
giebrich

(source: smh.com au)




Nelida Cornu

Since | was young my parents always
used to say how caring | was and that
led me to a career in aged care. This
was the year | completed my studies

and started working.




Jessica Martin

Itis a most special accomplishment that |
waited for over 20 years to be married here
in Melbourne. My husband to be was living
in England - | lived in Melbourne and so to
be married after waiting so long was truly so
blessed and wonderfyl

In the interval of time, we only saw each
other occasionally for a short time - we wrote
letters and cards so often - we also sent tapes
by mail. We spoke on the telephone which
Was ever so expensive in those e Bl <
however we were very patient.

My husband was worth waiting for. A
beautiful blessing for myself and My children,
We all loved him sg dearly for his beautify|
qualities.



Catherine van Wilgenburg

At 54 my husband Hans and | adopted Mantu Budhadev from Basundhara
Orphanage in Odisha, India. He was abandoned at birth and had been in one orphanage
before being taken to Basundhara. Through Mantu Michael we now understand the
deep characteristics of trauma, recognise how they play out in people’s lives and
have undertaken many therapies over the years, supporting Michael to grow into the
magnificent human being he now is at 25! It has been a rollercoaster of language
difficulties, sensory integration disorder, behavioural difficulties throughout school,
identity complexities but we have had support to find ways to sense into his dilemmas
and build pathways to his self esteem and self direction. Michael Mantu is now living
independently with an intellectual disability in his own flat in North Carlton, working
towards following his passion to become a sports coach for people with a disability.

2007
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Not long after | came to Melbourne in March of 2003, | found an opportunity to teach
senior Chinese at a Chinese language school. The students were lovely and clever. When
they said they found studying Chinese difficult, | adjusted my methods to target therr
difficulties according to their needs and circumstances, and eventually helped them
to Improve.

| also participate in community activities, like a community choir. Sometimes we raise
money for philanthropic organisations. We also perform at nursing homes, bringing
some festivity to older adults there. But what I've done for the community is hardly worth
mentioning. | think that it is a person’s responsibility to do things for the community. What
I've done for the community is no comparison to what the state and government have
done for us. | will continue to make efforts to help in society.

“



’. w; - ; _ Left: Wilma §t the Melbourne Star, Docklands
‘ Right: Wilma with her daughter in Norfolk Island

2008
®

Wilma Rossignuolo

My biggest change was leaving the farm in Nungurner, Fast Gippsland where | farmed
with my husband Frank for 55 years. After his passing, | sold up and moved to Docklands
to a lovely apartment. My daughter and son-in-law live in the same building. It was a big
change but | do love It. | am on fhe 27th floor and the view over the bay with the boats,
Albert Park Lake and the forever changing freeway traffic keeps it interesting.
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Joanna Fowler

In 2008 | began dancing with the Chinese
Performing Arts Development. In 201 3 | was asked
to manage a dance group - this group started with
7 reqular participants and now we have around
20 members. We meet twice a week and different
volunteer instructors teach exercises and dances.
Mermbers are women mainly over 55 years old, and
nembers of the public are also welcome to join In.
We regularly perform in significant cultural events
such as Chinese New Year, Melbourne Cup and In
2017 we took part in the Asian Festival performing
4t the Arts Centre Stage. Through dancing we
keep healthy and young at heart. It is also an
opportunity to meet a broad range of people and
share Chinese Culture. Our group allows for relaxed
and social connectivity for some, while for others an
opportunity to take their skills and learning to a very
high standard in performances.

r




2010
®

2010 \g k“q 1 - = X
g f\Q&,»m

6 WEEKS OF HAPPINESS
MELBOURNE To

SYDNEY TO
STOPPING AT MIRAMAR HOT]?:LI,NGAPORE
SYDNEY TO LONDON

THEN
DUBLIN sTaving AT CASSIDY HOTEL

LONDON TO PART

S
ViTi: rene CHARLES DE GAULLE AIRPORT

PAR
IS GARE NORD RAILWAY STATION
LONDON PANC
RAS STATION TRAIN UNDER ENGLISH CH
NEW YORK To N
L.A STAYING
AT ROSSEVELT
L.A UNION s =2
TAT
- TON AMTRAR TRAIN CALIFORNIA COAST
PASO ROBLES TO SAN FRANCISCO -
SAN FRAN TO EUGENE
THEN ENDING AT LAS vEcas
VISITED MOULIN ROUGE 4. XA
3 X m\vh\ Dand
CENTRAL PARK =
TIMES SQUARE
ROCKERFELLAR CENTRE

PIER 39 and 43

- =
3 2R FRuCAL WD R
, \x.\\:\ AU

Mavis Barbour

When | was 80, | went with Roy (who was
87) overseas for Six Weeks, We went to the
new casino in Singapore (all round and gold
coloured inside), Ireland, France, America
and England. We arrived back to go to the
Grand Final and the Magpies won. | had
met Roy two years before at a dance at the
RS in Prahran. We both liked being out
and about. We took many trips as he had
family in many places, sharing the driving to
visit them. Roy played golf and | went along
too and had a hit with a putter. Roy was d
nermber of the Melbourne Cricket Club so
when the Magpies were playing we went
and sat in the long room and sometimes

had a meal upstairs.



Francess Raffaut

In 20171 | joined the Melrose Art Group and it offered me a nice space to do some
painting, which is one of my favourite pastimes. | also enjoy the company of the

friendly and diverse nationalities of the group, which creates a pleasant easygoing
atmosphere. It's nice to be among those who share the same love of painting and |
look forward to attending every week.
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Amparo Collazos Umbarila

: A.g,”S 65 afnos después de divorciarme.
ecidi realizar mi "bucket list” Y Viajé sola
por Europa oriental y algunos pafses de
AISla. Sobfevolé el Himalaya, por Turquia
hice el viaje en globo, comparti con gente d
Muchas nacionalidades en hostels y casase

de familia. La leccidn més Importante: tomar

cada dia como una aventura Lo que veo

0 que aprendo, ensefio Y comparto: ver éb
sol con nuevos ojos cada dia, aprem.der a
confiar SQ)tar l0s miedos, abrazar los riesqos
POrque siempre puedes empezar de nuevgo

en cualquier parte por
gue hay much
buena en todo el mundo. 4 -

At 65, after my divorce, | decided

to complete my bucket list and went
travelling by myself around Eastern
Furope and some parts of Asia. | flew
over the Himalayas and in Turkey | went
on a hot air balloon flight. Over my trip |
3lso stayed in hostels and family houses,
sharing lodgings with many different
neople from all over the world. The most
important lesson | learnt over this time:
take each day as a new adventure.

What | see, what | learn, teach and
share is always to see the sun of each
new day with fresh eyes, 10 learn to have
the trust in yourself to let go of your fears,
to embrace risk because you can always
start anew wherever you might be, as
across the world there are always kind
and loving people to be there for you.



Diane McDonald ' Z (O " 2
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| started a small business called Travel Enriched, that enabled people aged 50-
80 years to experience walking (as far or as little as they wanted each day) along

several of the Camino trails to Santiago de Compostela. The joy of ‘making it

nossible’ for people who wanted to be part of the Camino experience - without the

need to carry a heavy backpack, stay in crowded dormitories, and end the day with
extremely sore feet - to enjoy engaging with the fascinating people of Portugal

and Spain; learn about the history and culture of these diverse countries; and meet

like minded people from many parts of the world. | have made lasting friendships

with the kind and generous accommodation providers and cafe owners along 'The |
Way' who provided me with support. E

o

Left: Diane McDonald on
the Camino Portugues

Right: A picturesque
section of 'The Way'
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Wilma Rossignuolo

| used to ride my motorbike on the farm
every day. When my 85th birthday came
around, my grandson Dean popped a leather
vest and helmet on me, did a photo shoot
and then took me for a ride around Diamond
Creek and back to his home at Yarrambat. |

Above: Wilma during her birthday photo- ended up in the Diamond Creek News! Oh my
shoot organised by grandson Dean gosh, my heart was pumping, | had not been
Below. ier. Wilma ridi . .
S VayYeats,earle, Wimo oing on a Harley Davidson before, what a thrill

with her grandsons Craig and Dean

SR e T ey 2



. Wilma on the bus to Kathleen
Syme for a day with friends

2014
°

Wilma Rossignuolo

| love my Kathleen Syme community and the friends | have made there. When
Michelle came to visit to do my Home Care Package a few years back she suggested
that | join the community group for company. The bus comes and picks me up and
the staff are so patient and competent. | love to go for the drives and have lunch out
somewhere. The bus is such a great idea to get us out and about. | have enjoyed my
last five years being part of the City of Melbourne community group.

/——\




Bob Evans

"'ve been fortunate to have had some great adventures, often to do with my work:
accompanying Paul Keating as a reporter on a trade mission to Indonesia when he
was Prime Minister: attending the Broadway opening night of Les Miserables and
interviewing the musical's producer, Cameron Mackintosh at the opening night party;
leading three groups of high school students on annual study tours of significant
battlefields at Gallipoli, the Western Front, the Thal Burma Railway and the DMZ
between North and South Korea. But the most significant adventure was in April
2015 taking six veterans of World War [, Korea and Vietnam who were then residents
of Vasey RSL Care's in Frankston South, to the Dawn Service of the ANZAC Day
centenary at the Australian War Memorial All six have since died. But each of them
considered that ceremony to be an absolute high point of their later lives.
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Rosemary Noble

| have always enjoyed drawing and painting,
so when | retired from work | decided to take art

classes at the Victorian Artists Society in East
Melbourne. | loved the community of artists
and fellow students that met there each week.
Soon | volunteered to assist the office staff
and after a couple of years, found myself on
the Society's council. The group are volunteers
dedicated to preserving the heritage of the 1 50
year old society by encouraging art instruction,

exhibition and sale of artworks.
| was privileged in 2018 10 undertake the tas

of completing the Society's 150th Anniversary
commemorative book. This proved to be a
wonderful way in which to get to know just
how amazing a legacy the Society has, and Is,
oroviding to the cultural life of Melbourne.

7



® | joined our puilding's public nousing residents
ation Army runs activities

Amparo Coll : group which the Salv
Grupo de rejdzos Umbanlla for. Th'\slhe\ps 1o create a sense of belonging
e i Cientesv del edificio de and agh\e\/ement with ald\verse prograrm of
Sl rganiza las actividades e act\vmes for people of d\ﬁergm abilities and
ot il ygwda a generar sentido \ﬂterest levels, ﬁhat also motivates us to be
e y 10gros con variedad de active and somahse with Qach other.

para distintas habilidades que g For example in 2019, with our building's

| gardening group and the help of the Salvation
astic job of making a

NOS Mot |
tivan a estar activos y compartir

soclalmen ' |
te. Por ejlemplo, en 2019 con e Army we did a fant

This was a really satisfying

grupo : : ;
. agoydoeéi’rggiﬁjge nuestro edificio y con communal garden. 1N ‘ .
trabajo en nuestro | nd/}rmy hicimos un buen B process that we all enjoyed, W\tne§S\ng e
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~or me Melbourne is the place to be. | like the fresh air, the sunny weather, and | feel safe
and warm around caring people who come from different countries. Once when | was out
shopping my shopping trolley broke, and some kind-hearted person offered to take the
groceries back to my home for me. They were so polite, and even said that they wouldn't
want to bother me when | offered tea. Once | slipped, and 3-4 people helped me up and
some offered to drive me home. Once | forgot my bag on the bus, and some passengers
iImmediately brought it back to me. Stories like these are countless.
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| Rachael ran 14 marathons
in 15 days throughout
Tasmania and raised
$15,000 for Mental Health.

Sean started playing tennis. He's
represented SA, he coaches and
he's still passionate about the
game today.




The Years of Our Lives community timeline project was supported by City
of Melbourne through an artist agreement with Radical Attic via Auspicious
Arts and the 2020 Victorian Seniors Festival.

No part of this work may be reproduced or copied without the express
written consent of the City of Melbourne and the artists Radical Attic.
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